
Agenda Item 44 

DATE: February 24, 2015 

TO: Board of Supervisors 

FROM: Alan Weaver, Director 
Department of Public Works and Planning 

SUBJECT: Fresno Canal Bridge Replacement Project (Initial Study Application No. 6830, 
State Clearing House No. 2014121029) 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 

Adopt Mitigated Negative Declaration prepared for the Fresno Canal Bridge Replacement 
project (Initial Study Application No. 6830, State Clearing House No. 2014121 029) 

The recommended action would complete the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
review for the project. 

ALTERNATIVE ACTION: 

If your Board determines that a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is not adequate and that 
potentially significant environmental impacts may result from the project, your Board should not 
adopt the MND. Rather, your Board should direct staff to address the identified environmental 
Impacts by adding to or modifying the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) 
shown in Attachment .. A" or direct staff to prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no net County cost associated with the recommended action. This project is eligible for 
funding under the Highway Bridge Program, which is part of the Moving Ahead for Progress in 
the 21st Century Act, as well as the toll credit program. These programs will provide 100 percent 
of project costs up to $1,292,000. Any costs in excess of these allocations will be paid out of the 
Road Fund. 
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DISCUSSION: 

A lead agency prepares an Initial Study to determine whether a project may have a significant 
effect on the environment. Based on the findings in the Initial Study, an EIR, Negative 
Declaration (NO) or a MND is prepared. An EIR is required if the Initial Study determines that 
the project may have a significant effect on the environment. A negative declaration is prepared 
if the Initial Study determines that the project will not have a significant effect on the 
environment. If mitigation measures are required, a MND is prepared. 

The action before your Board today consists of adopting a MND in conformance with the 
provisions of CEQA for the Fresno Canal Bridge Replacement project on McKinley Avenue, 
located 0.8 miles east of Academy Avenue, near the City of Sanger. The proposed project 
would replace the existing two-lane timber bridge, built in 1939, with a new two-lane concrete 
bridge that meets current design standards. The existing structure is in poor condition and 
should be replaced due to its age and hydraulic deficiencies. 

Initial Study Application No. 6830 indicates there is no evidence in the record that demonstrates 
the project will have a significant effect on the environment. Impacts to agricultural resources 
will be reduced to a less than significant level by reimbursing the land owners per the Federal 
Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 and by 
notifying the California Department of Conservation prior to acquiring the right-of-way. The 
biological study prepared for the project requires preconstruction surveys and includes other 
avoidance and minimization measures to reduce potential biological impacts to a less than 
significant level. Potential impacts to cultural resources will be reduced to a less than significant 
level by requiring the construction contractor to halt work if archaeological resources or human 
remains are unearthed during construction until they can be properly evaluated by an 
archaeologist or the Fresno County Coroner. To reduce potential impacts to water quality, 
permits will be obtained from the Army Corps of Engineers, Regional Water Quality Control 
Board and the Department of Fish and Wildlife, as required. In addition, construction site Best 
Management Practices will be implemented by the construction contractor. Potential hazardous 
waste, such a lead paint or asbestos containing concrete, will be handled as required by the 
Initial Site Assessment prepared for the project. The MMRP prepared in conjunction with the 
Initial Study further details the required mitigation measures. 

Based on the Initial Study, staff has concluded that preparation of an EIR is not required. The 
Department recommends adoption of a MND for this project based on the findings of Initial 
Study No. 6830. A Notice of Intent to adopt a MND was published in the Fresno Business 
Journal on January 23, 2015. 

The project will require future Board approval to acquire right-of-way, adopt and advertise 
construction plans and specifications, and award the contract for construction of the bridge. 

OTHER REVIEWING AGENCIES: 

Caltrans provides oversight on local projects where federal funds are allocated. 

REFERENCE MATERIAL: 

BAI #34, September 17, 2013 -Agt 13-580 
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