Visual Assessment

The local governing body must prepare and submit a brief and
concise visual assessment for the proposed State Scenic Highway
segments. The visual assessment must identify scenic attributes and
visual intrusions, as viewed from the highway, and describe how those
characteristics contribute or detract from the overall quality of the
corridor’s visual environment.

An Extensively lllustrated Comprehensive Description of the
Scenic Wonders, Flora, Fauna, Geological Formations, and History
of California State Highway 180 from Trimmer Springs Road in
Centerville to Cedar Grove in Kings Canyon National Park

Prepared by the Sierra Gateway Trust
Sanger, California for Fresno County in 2008
and Revised in December 2014
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

#1: Shortly beyond junction with Trimmer Springs Road, Jesse Morrow Mountain {called
Wahahlish by the Choinimni Yokuts)in the background {photo #6436, at about mile

0.7)

#2: Kings River crossing near Pierce's Park (photo #6450, at aboutmile 1.3) .. ... ... ..

#3: Byrd Slough crossing, named for John Byrd, one of the first trustees of the Clarks
Valley School, the first school of what is now the Kings Canyon Unified School

District (photo #6467, at about mile 2.2} . ....... .. . .. ... .. .. ... ...

#4: The circa 1920 Minkler Cash Store (photo #6474, at about mile 2.2} . ....... ... ...

#5: A nicely maintained, well fenced, irrigated cattle pasture just before entering Minkler

(photo #8471, at about mile 2.2) . ... ... ... . ...

#6: Fall color in a Persimmon grove on the Blossom Trail {photo #6476, at about mile 2.3)

#7: Looking due east through Dunagan's Gap (Jesse Morrow Mountain to the left, Mt,
Campbell to the right)with the Sierra Nevada dimly seen in the far horizon (photo

#6477, ataboutmile 2.3) . . ... e

#8: Jesse Morrow Mountain, the north rampart of the Sierra Gateway. The recently cleared
field in the foreground is the site of the long-gone BobTown with the field's eastern-
most portion containing from 1857-1882 the numerous buidlings of the

headquarters of the old "76 Ranch" (photo #6478, atabout mile 2.3) . ... ..... ..

#9: Jesse Morrow Mountain, a closer view (photo #6542, at about mite 2.3) ... ... . ... ...

#10; Mount Campbell, the south rampart of the Sierra Gateway {(photo #6479, at about mile

23]

#11: View NE, just before the crossing of the Alta Canal (built in 1883 by the 76 Land and
Water Company). NE slope of Jesse Morrow Mountain seen on the left with an
interesting exposure of "chalky" rock {diatomaceous earth from an ancient small

lake bed)seen in the nearer foreground (photo #6482, at about mile 3.5) ... . ... ..

#12: View due east with the western slopes of the Sierra Nevada rising to a view of the

eastern summits in the far distance (photo #6489, at about mile 5.8) . ... .... ...

#13: View due west while descending, at the Cove Avenue junction, the full expanse of the
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Sierra Gateway seen in the horizon, Mt. Campbell to the left, Dunagan's Gap in the
center, and Jesse Morrow Mountain to the right (photo #6517, at about mile 8.8) . . .

#14: View SW, some newly planted orange trees to the left, a mature orange grove in the
center, and Mt. Campbell rising on the right {photo #6491, at about mile 9.0) . . . . ..

#15: View SE, just as our Sierra Gateway Scenic Highway starts its climb to Sequoia &
Kings Canyon National Parks, a nice view of a mature grove of navel orange trees
(photo #6493, at aboutmile 9.0) . . ... ... . ... ... ...
#16: View east as our Sierra Gateway Scenic Highway continues its climb through the
Golden Hills of California to Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks (photo #6494,
ataboutmile 9.2) . . . . L
#17: View west from the same spot as photo #16 (photo #6495, at about mile 9.2) .. ... ..
#18: View SW as seen when descending from Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks,
the prime Golden Triangle agricultural lands of the Central Valley just beginning to
be seen in the distance (photo #6498, ataboutmile 10y . ... ....... ... ........
#19: View south of the sparse Valley Oak forest (photo #6499, at about mile 11) .. . .. . ..

#20: View east over rolling native pasture with the snow covered summits of the Sierra
Nevada mountains becoming more clearly seen in the distance (photo #6503, at
about mile 1) ..

#21: Ascending view, looking eastward (photo #6306, at about mile 22} ......... ... ...

#22: View east just after entering the Giant Sequoia National Monument. This portion of the
road until its entrance to Sequoia & Kings Canyon National Parks is a federally
designated Scenic Byway (photo #6508, at about mile 23.7) . . . ........... . ... .

#23: Ascending view, looking eastward {photo #6307, at about mile 24.5) ... . ... .. ... ..

#24: Looking southward across the Dunlap Valley (photo #6312, at about mile 25.1) . .. . ..

#25: Sparse oak forest above a road-cut through granite (photo #6314, at about mile 26.3)

#26: Circa 1930s Snowline Lodge (phato #6315, at about mile 28.2) ... ....... ... ... ..

#27: Just beyond Snowline Lodge with a vegetation transition seen in the distance (photo
#6318, atabout mile 29.5) . . ... ...

#28: About three miles beyond Snowline Lodge, the vegetation transitions to one where
pines and cedars are dominant (photo #6317, at about mile 31.5) ... ...... ... ..
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Not only is this a road of considerable diverse beauty, it is aiso a road with considerable
history with its start in a now tiny village that was once the equal of Fresno, with its
passage by the site of Scottsburg, one of Fresno County's earliest communities, with its
passage by the "aging” but still operating Minkler Cash Store (and “Bobtown" site), and by
its passage through almost the exact center of the magnificent Sierra Gateway with its twin
ramparts of Jesse Morrow Mountain on the north and Campbell Mountain on the south and
with the land of historic Dunagan's gap connecting them and serving as the base for the
then ascending roadway.

Jesse Morrow and Campbell mountains are described as "western outposts of the Sierra
Nevada" that "rise above the sediments that fill the valley floor. Their rocks are gabbro and
variations on the theme of gabbro - dark rocks that consist mainly of pale plagioclase
feldspar, black augite, and black hornblende. They crystallized during the early Cretaceous
time, about 115 million years ago."’

As the road leaves the flat lands of the San Joaquin Valley, it passes through the lands
owned in the 1880s and 90s by "The 76 Land and Water Company,” the early developer
of much of this area - including the construction of the still operating Alta Canal. As the
road turns east just south of the 4-5 building "town" of Minkler, one can see in the southerly
distance the tall storage tanks of the Wahtoke Winery - built in 1905 by the California Wine
Association (the source of the name "CALWA" which is still associated with a small
community on the southern outskirts of the city of Fresno). The Wahtoke Winery is now
owned and operated by The Wine Group, a name rarely heard but a growing rival of E&J
Gallio in size and industry respect.

The number "76" used as a portion of the corporate name of “The 76 Land and Water
Company" was recorded as a cattle brand on August 4, 1857. For much of the second half
of the 19th century, cattle wearing the brand "76" roamed far and wide over a vast territory,
of which the Alta [rrigation District (which originally covered an area of roughiy 130,000
acres) now occupies the main portion. Our proposed Sierra Gateway Scenic Highway
passes directly through what many still cail "76 Country."

As the road moves eastward, its passes through Native American lands with numerous
sacred sites, petroglyphs, pictographs, and burial areas. Jesse Morrow Mountain, the
northern rampart of the Sierra Gateway, is a focal-point of much local Native American
history - particularly that of the Choinimni tribe of the Yokuts with their long-gone town of
Tishechu on the south bank of the Kings River at the junction with Mill Creek.

! Roadside Geology of Northern and Central California by David Alt and Donald W. Hyndman,
Mountain Press, 1999, page 89.
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Many local landmarks (most of which are mentioned in our Visual Assessment) have still
recognized Choinimni® Yokut names - with the following being a sample®:

- Bear Mountain .. ... . .. ... . e Wihshalu
- Campbell Mountain .. ... ........ ... ... ..... Wahwabhlut ("Crying Place")
- Dalton Mountain . . .. ... ... . Piakchin
- Dunagan's Gap . ... ... Wuhlahlyu
- DunlapValley . ........................ Tahtau ("Cane or Bamboo Place"}
- Jesse Morrow Mountain . ........... Wahahlish (and, sometimes, Choinimni)
- MillCreek . .................. Wokotro ("Water Running in Both Directions")
- Minkler/Bobtown . .. .. ... .. . .. Poktown
- RuthHill .. .. . Géwpinau ("Gow" is a cow)
- Squaw Valley ............. Tacheu (also Mustinau, name of principal village)
- Tivy Mountain . .. ........ Troiyuhyi pewish ("Where You Grind White Acorns")
- THMMEr SPrings . . .. .. .. Wahkahtru

One of the most common local landmark names, Wahtoke - as used in Wahtoke Colony,
Wahtoke Creek, Wahtoke Home Acres, Wahtoke Lake, Wahtoke School District, Wahtoke
Thermal Tract, Wahtoke Vineyard, Wahtoke Winery (and more) - commemorates the man
who was the Chief of the Choinimni Yokuts at the coming of white settlers to the area in
the 1850s.

The Chief's narme was Walfoki and his village, called Kulushao, was located on the east
bank of Mill Creek about a miles upstream from where it flows into Kings River. Watoki was
one of three Choinimni Chiefs who signed a treaty with the U.S. Government on April 29,
1851. However, it was never ratified by the US Senate and a little more than a year later
a great tragedy occurred.

It was Chief Watoki's people who were ambushed and massacred by William Campbell
(after whom Campbell Mountain is named), Walter Harvey (later elected a county judge)
and about two dozen miners on July 8, 1852. In this unfortunate event, eleven Choinimni
men, women, and children were killed at their village of Tishechu (either secondary to

2 The spelling "Choinimni" seems to be the most commanly used in recent relevant literature.
However, Frank Latta (see full reference in next footnote) makes a good case for Choinumni
{pronounced Choi-num-ni). We look forward to working with the still living members of this quite
interesting Yokut tribe to learn the correct spelling and pronunciation.

*  We have used two sources for these names (with both sources supporting each other):
** Frank F. Latta "Handbook of Yokuts Indians", 2nd Edition, Bear State Books, 1977.
** Helen McCarthy "Choinimni Ethnography and Ethnohistory” as found in "Test Excavations at

CA-FRE-61, Fresno County, California", Occasional Papers in Anthropology No. 5, by California
- _ate University, Bakersfield, Museum of Anthropology, 1995
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THE LEGEND OF JUG ROCK

Many years ago, in the Time When Animals Were People, before people as we
know them were here, two boys were walking along in what is now Clark's Valiey.
The older one, Limik (falcon) was walking in front, while the younger one, Fa uyun
(Crow) followed behind. Fa uyun shot a bird with his bow and arrow. It was a small
bird that is often seen flying in and out among the rocks in the lower foothilis. The
boys left the bird where it fell.

After a while they became tired, so they lay down to rest under a live oak tree and
soon fell asleep. When they awoke sometime later, they found themselves on top of
an enormous rock, the one that is known now as Jug Rock or Balioon Rock. The
rock had grown up while they were sleeping as punishment for having needlessly
shot the little bird. The boys didn't know how they were to get down. After a while
Crow came flying above and saw their predicament. Crow flew to the village, and
told Eagle, the chief, about the boys' problem. Eagle called all the Bird and Animal
People together to try to figure out a way to get the boys down from the top of the
huge rock. They discussed the question for some time. Coyote, thinking he was
clever, bragged about how he could climb the rock, so he was given the first chance.
He tried and tried, clawing and scrambling at the rock, but each time he fell back and
finally had to give up. Each one in succession tried climbing the rock, but each
attempt failed.

Then Hanook-hanook, measuring worm, tried it. Slowly, he climbed and climbed,
taking holds on the rough places on the rock and finally got to the top. Then he spun
a web which he let down the side of the rock. Now one of the boys began sliding
down the rope, but before he reached the ground Hanook-hanook broke the rope so
that the boy fell to the ground with quite a jolt. This was to teach him a lesson. Then
Hanook-hanook spun a rope for the other boy to descend. He broke this rope too as
the boy neared the ground so that he also fell suddenly, teaching him a lesson too.
[As told to Oscar Noren by Ben Hancock, a Choinimni man, in 1957.

7.5 ROCK FORMATION - Here, your view to the NE is of a grass covered
hillside rising to a low, rounded summit. The hill (some might call it a
"mountain") is covered with visually interesting vertical granite formations, an
example of the area's underlying mesozoic granitic rocks.

7.8 Here, the road veers south easterly to the right and you pass through an
orange grove, after which you resume your almost directly easterly ascent
to the Nation's Christmas Tree, the General Grant Grove of Giant Sequoias,
and Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks, this being all of those
entities' primary access road.
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diameter of 10' to 15' is well surpassed by the biggest giants of 30'
diameters. Diameters of up to 17' are found as high on these trees as 120'
in some of the tallest trees that top out at 250'. Meadows offer deep grasses
and wild flowers while in canyons one finds "micro” areas of the beautiful
blooms of the Pacific Dogwood and Western Azalea.

BIRDS AT THIS ELEVATION - At this elevation the noisy crested Stellar Jay
is an abundant resident and will be seen and heard frequently. The
splendidly plumaged Western Tanager with its yellow, black and white body
and wings, topped with a bright red hood is a summer visitor, as is the Black-
headed Grosbheak. The little black hooded Junco, which winters at lower
elevations and on the valley floor, is here for the spring and summer. A good
place to see these and other birds is at the Millwood Road turn-off to
Sequoia Lake with its ample parking area. The old road to Millwood is often
good for birding, as well as to allow for stretching of car-weary muscles. A
very lucky visitor to this stretch of road will see the Pileated Woodpecker,
according to many - the largest North American woodpecker. Fromwithin the
park, the Big Stump Trail is also excellent for birding.

[TUL-110.829, W Bndry Gen Grant Grove]



Sierra Gateway Trust - VISUAL ASSESSMENT 65

Within Grant Grove Section of Kings Canyon National Park

The following are a few of the things seen within the Grant Grove section of Kings Canyon
National Park on this short stretch of road.

35.3 GIANT SEQUOIA - first close to the road view of one of these superb trees.

384 ROAD TO WILSONIA - This small, well-hidden, summer-home community was founded in circa
1920 by families from the Fresno-to-Visalia portion of the San Joaguin Valley. Cn March 15, 1996
the entire community was granted National Register of Historic Places status because of its
vibrant, multi-generational culture.

8.6 GRANT GROVE VISITORS' CENTER - This is the central complex of visitor services within
Kings Canyon National Park.

39.2 ROAD TO GRANT GROVE - At this point, a wel! marked, paved road on the west leads in 1/2
mile to the General Grant Grove of "Big Trees".

GENERAL GRANT GROVE

The General Grant Grove of Big Trees is perhaps the most famous such grove in the world. It contains
over filty "named" trees including:

n the Abraham Lincoln Tree, the Robert E. Lee Tree, the William Jennings Bryan Tree, and the
General Lawton Tree,

u the Columbia Tree, the Happy Family (a group of six trees), the Twin Sisters, the Lightning Tree,
the Martyr Tree, the Fallen Monarch, and Centennial Stump

= the "State" trees for Arizona, Arkansas, California, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia,
Idaho, lllineis, Indiana, lowa, Kentucky, Louisiana®, Maine, Maryland, Massachuseits [fell, 1931],
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana®, Nevada, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York™, North
Dakota*, Chio, Cklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina®, South Dakota*, Tennessee,
Vermont [fell, 1985], Virginia, West Virginia*, Wisconsin®, and Wyoming. * = trees in North Grove

L] and perhaps the most famous single tree in the entire world, THE GENERAL GRANT TREE - our
nation's Christmas Tree, one of the world's largest tiving things, and - since 1956 - a Presidentially
designated shrine to our Nation's war dead.

The General Grant Grove of Giant Seguoias was discovered in 1862 by Joseph Thomas Hardin and
became a National Park in 1820. After large additions, it was renamed Kings Canyon Nat'l Park in 1940.

"Man has invested the giant sequoia with a significance that probably has no counterparl among other
trees. Many biclogically and ecologically interesting qualities of this tree insure man's high regard for it. I
carries a remnant gene pool which bridges the eons back to the Cretacecus, some 125 million years in the
past. Here, in this wonderful tree, is a world of scientific interest pernaps never to be fully explained.” [The
Giant Sequoia of the Sierra Nevada, Hartesveldt et al, 1875]

40.3 PARK BOUNDARY - A small sign indicates you are entering Sequoia National Forest.
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[FRE-113.879, Cherry Gap EL-6897]

42.0

42.3

TURN-OUTS (2} - signed, paved, on both sides of road. The western turn-
out has a sign indicating a dirt road to the Converse Basin Grove and the
Boole Tree. In the turn-out's northwest corner is a large, nicely engraved
black granite plaque erected here on October 3, 1977 by Jim Savage
Chapter of E Clampus Vitus. The plague states:

"CONVERSE BASIN GROVE - One of the largest stands of Giant Sequoias,
it contained some of the finest Big Trees. The grove was logged as private
land between 1897 and 1907, first by the Sanger Lumber Company and later
by Hume-Bennett Lumber Company, which in 1909 developed Hume Lake
for a mill.

Converse Basin, two miles northeast of this monument, had its own mill and
narrow gage rail connection to the logging town of Millwood, from which
lumber was sent to Sanger in the valley by flume. Although they never
realized any profit, the companies cut several thousand Big Trees and left
only the largest, the Boole Tree, unfelled.

The area today is part of Sequoia Nationa! Forest which regulates all uses,
including logging, but none of the ancient Giant Sequoias will ever be
commercially cut again.

Jim Savage Chapter, E Clampus Vitus, October 23, 1977."

NOTE - Contrary to what the plaque states, a few other ancient trees were
left standing. Also, the dirt road really goes to "The Chicago Stump” and not
to the Boole Tree which is located on the northern slopes of Converse
Mountain.

The eastern turn-out at this point gives entry to a well-used dirt road. There
Is a small sign on a wooden post stating "Cherry Gap Nordic Ski Trail Loop"

At this junction, our Scenic Highway begins its descent to the meadows and
forests of the floor of Kings Canyon. Here we gain our first views of the
Sierra Nevada to the northeast through the road corridor. The forest here is
thick with pines, firs, cedars, and a few higher elevation oaks.

TURN-OUT & PHOTO OPPORTUNITY - signed, paved, east side of road;
somewhat tree-obscured views of High Sierra summits in the eastern
horizon.
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TURN-QUT & PHOTO OPPORTUNITY - unsigned, unpaved, small, east
side of road - with fewer trees obscuring the view, thus perhaps a better
"Photo Op" than the turn-out at 42.3. The knowledgeable viewer will
recognize The Palisades of the Sierra Crest (14,242' North Palisade, 14,040'
Middle Palisade, and 14,058' Split Mountain [an easy climb for those
interested in "peak-bagging" a fourteen thousand foot mountain}).

TURN-QUT - signed, paved, east side of road.

TURN-OUTS (2) - unsigned, large, paved, east side of road with a much
smaller unpaved one of the west side of the road.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, small, paved, east side of road.

TURN-QUT & DIRT ROAD - unsigned, unpaved, small, east side of road; on
the west side of the road there is a dirt road and a sign indicating it leads to
Converse Basin, Stump Meadow, and Boole Tree. The "challenging” dirt
road ends a mile or so short of the Boole Tree. From that point on there is
a typical forest trail to the tree.

TURN-QUT - signed, large, paved, east side of road.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, small, paved, east side of road.

As your descent continues, more broad-leafed trees are seen. While oaks
and manzanita are becoming more common, this remains a dense forest
with still frequent stands of pine, fir, and cedar.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, small, east side of road.

TURN-OUTS (2} - signed, paved, large, on both sides of the road. Here the
road is passing through a dense forest of pines, cedars, firs, and oaks. Quite
a nice view.

DIRT ROAD - a closed dirt road exits to the west.

6000' ELEVATION MARKER - 2™ growth Sequoias on both sides of the
road and huge Sequoia stumps.

CAMPGROUND - Here, a sign announces the "Princess Campground” and
a dirt road exits north into the campground with a magnificent view of the
large Indian Basin meadow seen through the screen of tall firs and pines.
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453 TURN-OUT - signed, paved, small, on east side of road, the rate of descent
seems to increase here with magnificent views during the descent of the
High Sierra summits.

457 TURN-OUT - signed, paved, west of the road.

458 TURN-OUT - unsigned, paved, east of the road with a dirt road exiting to the
left.

46.0 TURN-OUT - signed, unpaved, east of the road.

Photo #35: View eastward through pines and yucca with the High Sierra
summits {(of The Minarets?) now clearly seen in the eastern horizon (photo
#6347, at about mile 46+)

46.2 MAGNIFICENT VIEW - As you descend, you get a magnificent view to the
northeast of the High Sierra peaks as they emerge directly in front of your
car. The entire panorama begins to appear for the first time.

46.3 TURN-OUT & PHOTO OPPORTUNITY - unsigned, paved, east side of road;
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49.9

50.0

50.3

50.3+

50.8

50.9

912

51.3
51.4

51.5

frame remains for a long-gone informational map explaining the view &
naming the northern horizon's summits. To the northeast you see a
magnificent panoramic view of the High Sierra ("The Obelisk" and
Tombstone Ridge) while to the south you see the canyon of Ten Mile Creek
descending from Hume Lake and to the east you the summits of the Sierra
Nevada mountains - a true "Photo Op" in every sense of word.

The road continues to descend to the Kings River through an area of broad-
leafed trees, large Manzanita bushes, Yucca plants, mountain chaparral and
widely-spaced pines.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, small, north side of road.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, small, north side of road; Yucca plants
becoming more numerous on either side of the road.

TURN-OUTS (2) - unsigned, partially-paved, north side of road, one
immediately following the other; California Buckeye and other low-growing
native plants becoming more numerous. The road here twists and briefly
heads north.

TURN-OUT & PHOTO OPPORTUNITY - signed, unpaved, east side of road;
absolutely magnificent view looking up the Middle Fork of the Kings River;
large Manzanita bushes on both sides of the road.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, large, east side of road as you descend
heading north.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, small, east side of road. Here, the road in
a series of "S" curves, snakes its way down into Kings Canyon.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, large, east side of road. In this stretch of
road, the road is heading South as it descends.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, east side of road.
4000' ELEVATION MARKER
TURN-OUT & PHOTO OPPORTUNITY - unsigned, unpaved, east side of

road; magnificent view to the north of several gorgeous granite spires and
ridges.






























erra Gateway Trust - VISUAL ASSESSMENT 87

57.0 TURN-QUT - unsigned, unpaved, small, north (river) side of road

57.0+ TURN-OUT & PHOTO OPPORTUNITY ("Horseshoe Bend") - unsigned,
partially paved, larger, north (river) side of road; road here cuts through
massive blocks that partially overhang the roadway.

POINT OF GEOLOGIC INTEREST
At Horseshoe Bend, the South Fork of the Kings River makes a horseshoe-

shaped detour as it cuts across thick bed of very hard quartzite in the Boyc
Cave Roof Pendant. The quartzite bed is about 3,600 feet thick, is layered, and the
layers are near-vertical. The quartzite was formed by metamorphism of a thick bed
of quartz sandstone. Faint cross bedding and graded bedding can be seen in some
of the sandstone beds. The sandstone is thought to have been formed in a shallow
water tidal environment or perhaps as a channel in a deeper water fan system. Age
dating from zircons in the sandstone indicates that the sandstone was sourced from

a pre-Cambrian continental mass.

Looking westward from the turn-out, the rocks of the Boyden Cave Roof Pendant
are exposed in several steep ridges on the southern slope of Monarch Divide. The
ridges of quartzite appear as dark reddish-brown cliffs. The gray cliffs and spires are
formed from beds of marble, and the brown areas of subdued relief are schist.

57.3 CANYON NARROWS - At this point, the other side of the canyon has
become really quite close. In contrast to the flat-bottomed "U" profile of
glacier-cut canyons, this portion of Kings Canyon is river cut and thus has a
"W profile. The glaciers did not advance this far down the canyon.

57.4 TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, small, north side of road.

57.5 TURN-OUTS (2) & PHOTO OPPORTUNITY -two unsigned, unpaved, small,
north side of road - right next to each other; the view to the east is beautifully
framed between two tall, shear, massive marble spires of the Boyden Cave
roof pendant, and the road here descends more precipitously.

57.9 TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, larger, north side of road; the road here
drops closer to the Kings River.

58.0 TURN-OUTS (2) - unsigned, unpaved, small, one right after the other.

58.2 TURN-OUT & BOYDEN CAVE COMPLEX - unsigned, paved, large, north

side of road (provides overflow parking for Boyden Cave visitors). Our road
here crosses the Kings River to its north side.
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61.0

61.2

Pr-*»#49:. InKit € v~ r~~ing eastward towards Cedar
Grove and the entrance to kings Canyon National Park (photo
#6398, at about mile 59+)

TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, large, south side of road.

RIVER VIEW - The river here is descending through some particularly
spectacular boulders, well worth a photo but of something the beauty of

which is difficult to capture on film.
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63.1

63.3

64.5

64.9

65.0

65.3
65.6

65.8

TURN-OUTS (2) - unsigned, unpaved, small, one on each side of the road.
GRIZZLY FALLS & PICNIC AREA - paved parking area, nice picnic area
and a short trail to the falls. The Kings River at this point is descending slowly
and there are several large and visually appealing pools of water.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, unpaved, large, south side of road.

TURN-OUT & DEER COVE TRAILHEAD (entrance to Monarch
Wilderness) - signed, paved, on north side of road.

TURN-OUT - unsigned, paved, south side of road. Here, again, the road is
quite close to the Kings River and only a few feet above it.

TURN-OUT - signed, large, paved, north side of road.
TURN-OUT - signed, small, paved, south side of road.

TURN-OQUT - unsigned, unpaved, small, south side of road.

[FRE-137.940, End Rte@Kings Cyn N Pj

66.0

PARK BOUNDARY - sign indicating leaving Sequoia National Forest & re-
entering Kings Canyon National Park. At this point, Segment #2 of our
proposed Sierra Gateway Scenic Highway ends. The actual sign announcing
Kings Canyon National Park is 1/10th of mile further east.






Total Visual Intrusions

A Summary of Visual Intrusions along the Route of Highway 180
proposed for State Scenic Highway Status is provided in Appendix A,
p. 97 of the Visual Assessment. Not more than one-quarter of the

proposed scenic highway should be impacted by visual intrusions.

Miles of Miles of Miles of
Minor Moderate Major
Description Intrusions Intrusions Intrusions
Segment 1 5.20 1.80 0.40
Segment 2 0.25 0.50 0.00
Total by Type 5.45 2.30 0.40
Total Miles of Minor, Moderate and Major Intrusions: 8.15

1.05 miles of lessor duplicate intrusions were deleted from the total above as per
Caltrans instructions. Staff calculated 7.10* miles of net intrusions of the 60.7
miles of the proposed State scenic highway route or 11.7 percent of the total
route.

*NOTE: Caltrans Section Ill, Step 3D of the State Scenic Highway Guidelines
Nomination Process states that the net intrusion calculation does not include
lesser intrusions where there is a greater intrusion at the same location on the
other side of the roadway.
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APPENDIX A: Summary of Intrusions

Intrusion Length of Lengthof Length of

Number & Description Minor Moderate Major

SEGMENT #1

1 - Overhead utility lines 3.5m

2 - Vulcan Materials sign 0.05m

3 - Pierces’ Park 0.3m

4 - Mobile Hm Pk & Pay/Fish 0.1m

5 - Homes 0.1m

6 - Home & derelict cars 0.05m

7 - Sherwood Inn 0.1m

8 - Homes 0.1m

9 - Homes 0.1m

10 - Friant-Kern Canal 0.3m

11 - Dis-used olive grove 0.1m

12 - Signal tower lights 0.1m

13 - Caltrans changeable sign  0.1m

14 - HV power lines 0.2m

15 - Ag reservoir & poultry fm 0.1m

16 - Old farm buildings 0.1m

17 - Squaw Valley 0.7m

18 - Herb Garden 0.1m

19 - Unused commercial site 0.1m

20 - Clingan's Junction 0.3m

21 - Hume Lake Ranger Office 0.1m

22 - Brick Church 0.1m

23 - Driveway to old house 0.1m

24 - Sequoia Inn 0.1m

25 - Poorly maintained homes 0.2m

26 - Snowline Lodge 0.1m

27 - Telephone poles in horizon 0.1m _ .
5.2m 1.8m 0.4m

SEGMENT #2

28 - Road signs 0.05m

29 - Kings Canyon Lodge 0.2m

30 - Derelict buildings 0.05m

31 - Road signs 0.05m

32 - Boyden Cave 0.3m

33 - Boyden Cave trail 0.1m L o
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(1]

[2]

13

(4]

[5]

[6]

[7]

[8]

(9]

[10]

(1]
[12]

[13]

[14]

Location & Description of Segment #1 Intrusions

from 0.0 miles to about 3.5 miles, a Minor Intrusion caused by overhead utility lines
within view from the corridor.

at 0.7 miles: Moderate Intrusion [0.05 miles], the Vulcan Materials Company onsite
advertising sign.

at 1.2 miles: Pierce's Park, a Mgi~- Intrusion [0.3 miles], bar and ramshackle

buildings, ill-kept campground on the banks of the Kings River.

at 1.4 miles: Major Intrusion [0.1 miles)], a cramped, old fashioned mobile home park
on the left and a well maintained "pay per fish" pair of small stocked fishing lakes
(about 1/2 acre each) on the right.

at 1.8 miles: Crossing of Lone Oak Road on the south - Minor Intrusions of widely-
spaced, modest, generally well maintained local homes [total = 0.1 miles].

at 2.3 miles: Moderate Intrusion [0.05 miles], a poorly maintained home surrounded
by a dozen or so derelict cars; likely temporary as community activists are working
to get this cleaned up.

at 2.3+ miles: Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles], north of road, two widely-spaced, well
maintained, modest, local farm homes.

at 3.0 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles], historic circa 1920 Frankwood School,
recently used as the Sherwood Inn restaurant.

at 3.2 miles: Minor_Intrusion [0.1 miles], north of road, two widely-spaced, well
maintained, modest, local farm homes.

at 4.3 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.3 miles), the Friant-Kern Canal

at 5.3 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles], on your right a dis-used old olive grove.

at 6.1 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles], at night only, in the SE distance, lights on
3 signal towers.

at 8.7 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles], a Caltrans changeable message sign.

at 8.8 miles: Moderate Intrusion: HV power lines [0.2 miles].
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[19]

[16]

(17]

[18]

[19]

[20]

[21]

[22]

[23]

at 9.3 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles]: in the southerly distance, surrounded by a
200-300 acre well-tended orange grove: () an agricuitural reservoir, (b) a poultry
ranch.

at 13.4 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles]: SE corner of the junction, a small group
of old farm buildings and a "needing repair" long, narrow barn once used for raising
turkeys or chickens.

at 14.5-15.2: Squaw Valley, a Moderate Intrusion [0.7 miles] with all new buildings
in this largely "linear" community set back 200’ from the road in keeping with Fresno
County's designation of this road as a Scenic Highway in its Long Range Plan
[check this terminology]. These new buildings are all one story in height and well
maintained, including a Sheriff's Substation, a Fresno County Library, a Community
Church, and two or three other commercial establishments. In the center of town is
an old sawmill/lumber yard, now serving the area as the local hardware store.

at 15.9 miles: Herb Garden, a Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles]; a wholesale/retail nursery
specializing in herbs. Here, the intrusions largely end. As you continue east, the
road briefly descends and a rocky grass-covered hill rises in front of you. The road
twists and continues its descent, crossing Silver Lane on your left and, on your right,
a road that appears to be the entrance to an old farm.

at 17.0 miles: Unused Commercial Structure, a Moderate Intrusion [0.1 miles], a
long unused commercial site north side of the road, including a derelict building and
four piles of what appear to be "recovered” building materials.

at 19.6-20.1 miles: Clingan's Junction, a Major Intrusion [0.3 miles]; includes
several sparsely located commercial establishments including the Kings Canyon
Mobile Home Park at 19.8.

at 20.0 miles: Hume Lake Ranger District Office - Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles]; located
at the east end of Clingan’s Junction on the north side of the road; well landscaped
parking area includes a historic "Donkey Engine” from the 1890s logging era
(possibly worth a stop to examine).

at 20.1 miles: Brick Church - Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles}; set back from the road by
a well landscaped parking area; a recently built, well maintained "traditional” brick
"Mormon" church of modest size.

at 21.3 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles] at eastern end of turn-out, a driveway into
a well set back old house.
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[24]

(23]

[26]

[27]

[28]

[29]

[30]

[31]

[32]

[33]

at 21.8 miles: Moderate Intrusion [0.1 miles] on north side of road, a recently
restored, nine room old style motor inn (apparentily quite busy).

at 23.6 miles: Moderate Intrusion [0.2 miles]: 4-5 widely separated homes, some
poorly maintained, mostly well set back, minor impact individually but moderate
impact "in sum"; one might wish for a program to reduce the adverse visual impact,
perhaps County-funded "screens" using native trees.

at 28.2 miles: Snowline Lodge - Moderate Intrusion [ 0.1 miles]; a rustic, 1930s
style highway lodge with a small parking area separated from the road by a berm
on which have been placed some interesting (but somewhat derelict) antique farm
implements.

at 28.9 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles] - telephone poles on the horizon.

Location & Description of Segment #2 Intrusions

at 51.8 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.05 miles], two small road signs announcing Kings
Canyon Lodge in 1/4 mile; seen only when driving into the canyon.

at 51.8 miles: Kings Canyon Lodge, a Moderate Intrusion [0.2 miles]. a modest-
sized, well maintained, rustic, visitor accommodation consisting of six or so smallish
cabins and one central lodge.

at 51.8+ miles: Minor Intrusion [0.05 miles]: 2-3 small derelict buildings can be seen
a fair distance from the road, largely hidden by local trees and shrubs.

at 52.0 miles: Minor Intrusion [0.05 miles]: two small road signs announcing Kings
Canyon Lodge in 1/4 mile; seen only when leaving the canyon.

at 58.2 miles: Boyden Cave, Moderate Intrusion [0.3 miles]: Just before the river
crossing, you can enter the Boyden Cave site with its paved parking area and two
small Visitors' Center and Restroom buildings. The site is well maintained and its
two buildings are both unobtrusive. The primary visual intrusion is the paved parking
area which covers approximately one acre.

at 58.3 miles: View of Boyden Cave Trail, a Minor Intrusion [0.1 miles]: From the
roadway on the north side of the river, one can see on the slope on the other side
of the river the guardrail and asphait pavement of the short trail that ascends from
the Boyden Cave Visitors' Center to the cave's entrance.
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APPENDIX B: Acknowledgements & Sources

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The primary author of this Visual Assessment was James M. Spitze. He was ably assisted
by his wife, Betty Jean Spitze, who either drove the family car or took notes during several
trips made on the roadway in mid 2007. Mr. Spitze accepts all blame for any errors found
in the document and deeply appreciates all of the excellent help he received from the many
people who contributed to this effort.

Retired Professor of Botany, Steve Stocking of San Joaquin Delta College in Stockton,
California, meticulously reviewed and corrected drafts #9 and #14 plus provided much
incremental geologic data. He is widely respected as an expert regarding the birds and wild
flowers of the road's vicinity and his comments regarding these two subjects added greatly
to the accuracy and completeness of the text.

The material on the birds of the Sierra Gateway viewshed came from several sources:
Prof. Stocking, Sally Delap-John (a long-time local resident and respected watercolor
artist}, and Kay Barnes (another long-time local resident).

All of the photographs were taken by Henry J. Provost, a long-time Sanger resident with
a deep interest (and much skill) in outdoor photography.

We must also express our appreciation to Caltrans Landscape Architect Michael Mills for
his constructive advice regarding the visual intrusions and evaluations of them.

WRITTEN SOURCES

Regarding the Native Americans:

[11  Kroeber, A.L., Handbook of the Indians of California, Dover Publications, Inc., 1976
[an unabridged republication of the work originally published in 1925 as Bulletin 78
of the Bureau of American Ethnology of the Smithsonian Institution]. This remains
an important text on this topic and provided particularly helpful material regarding
the dividing line between the Mono and Yokut territories.

(2] Latta, F.F., Handbook of Yokuts indians, Second Edition, Bear State Books, 1977.
The second edition is aimost a tripling in size from the first edition and sets forth
Latta's Yokut material in a much betier organized manner.

[3] McCarthy, Helen, Choinimni Ethnography and Ethnohistory, included as Part |
(pages 5-22) within Test Excavations at CA-FRE-61, Fresno County, California, by
Kelly R. McGuire, published as Occasional Papers in Anthropology No. 5, by the
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APPENDIX C: A Short History of Centerville

In the early 1850s, the old Stockton-Los Angeles Stage Road meandered northward
from west of Exeter to east of Farmersville, thence between the villages of Yetten (to the
v it)and Seville (to the east). Continuing NW, it passed east of Cutler and entered Fresno
County just east of Smith Mountain. From behind Smith Mountain, the old road moved NW
for several miles and then turned due North to cross the Kings River via a ferry operated
by William J. Campbell and his brother Edward. By 1854, a smali town (named Scottsburg
in honor of its colorful saloon keeper, William Y. "Monte" Scott} was growing at the ferry
crossing - with Scott's saloon, Widow Flanagan's Falcon Hotel, and various other
businesses. However, the great Kings River flood of the winter of 1861-62 completely
destroyed the town, leaving not a trace of what some say was "the first settlement in
Fresno County".

The citizens decided to rebuild a half mile NW, on higher ground, away from the river,
near Collins Creek. On Christmas Eve, December 24, 1867, another flood threatened the
town and the citizens decided to move again - another half mile NW - out of the rich
"bottom™ land to land above the bluff overlooking the Kings River. At its new site, the
residents renamed their town "Centerville" which it retains today.

There is no sign today of the Scottsburg of 1854. Its location - due east of the Vulcan
gravel pits - will soon be obliterated for all time as those pits expand eastward as currently
planned.

The "new" town of Centerville grew quickly. Jesse Morrow (after whom Jesse Morrow
Mountain is named) built a three-story flour mili and ran a four-horse stage line between
the town and Fresno, its then smaller neighbor. Later, he became owner of the
Henry/Morrow House, Fresno's first high-quality hotel.

In 1888, the Southern Pacific Railroad elected to build its rail line through the far smaller
neighboring town of Sanger. The effect of the boom in Sanger was to depopulate
Centerville. Then, in 1889, the Kings River Lumber Company elected to build its huge mill
in Sanger - further hastening Centerville's decline.

However, the surrounding farming economy was strong and Centerville slowly
recovered. In the mid 1890s Oliver's saloon opened as did the Quong Fat Merchandise
Store. In 1898, the Independent Order of Odd Fellow's erected a meeting hall, and re-
erected it in 1916 after a disastrous fire. In the 1920s Centerville had a resurgence with
several new residences (still extant) being built. The Great Depression brought a long
period of quiet to the community, a quiet that only recently has it begun to awaken from.

We can hope that William Caldwell's early 1870s brick residence - still standing today
just NW of the intersection of North Oliver and Highway 180 - soon receives the recognition
it deserves as one of the area’s oldest structures. We hope too for a similar recognition for
Orie O. Qliver's circa 1897 residence which is also still standing - at 16287 Highway 180,
almost at the exact starting point of the Sierra Gateway Scenic Highway.





