
 
Visual Assessment 

 
 
 

The local governing body must prepare and submit a brief and 
concise visual assessment for the proposed State Scenic Highway 

segments.  The visual assessment must identify scenic attributes and 
visual intrusions, as viewed from the highway, and describe how those 

characteristics contribute or detract from the overall quality of the 
corridor’s visual environment. 

 

An Extensively Illustrated Comprehensive Description of the 

Scenic Wonders, Flora, Fauna, Geological Formations, and History 

of California State Highway 180 from Trimmer Springs Road in 

Centerville to Cedar Grove in Kings Canyon National Park 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prepared by the Sierra Gateway Trust 
 Sanger, California for Fresno County in 2008 

and Revised in December 2014



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Page Intentionally Left Blank 



VISUAL ASSESSMENT 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

Cover Page   1 

Acknowledgements   2 

Title Page   3 

Table of Contents   5 

List of Photographs   7-10 

General Commentary   11-15 

Segment No. 1   17-64 

Grant Grove Section   65 

Segment No. 2   67-95 

Total Visual Intrusions Table with Percentage   96 

Appendix A: Summary of Intrusions   97-100 

Appendix B: Acknowledgements and Sources   101-102 

Appendix C: A Short History of Centerville   103 

Appendix D: Letters of Support   105-117 

Appendix E: Maps Required by Caltrans   119 
Points of Interest Map   123 
Visual Intrusions Map   126 
Aerial Photographs Map   131 
Fresno County Zoning Map of Proposed State Scenic Highway Segments   132 
Parcels within 200 Feet of Proposed State Scenic Highway Segments Map   133 
USGS Contour Map   134 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Page Intentionally Left Blank 





















































































































































































Total Visual Intrusions 
 
 

A Summary of Visual Intrusions along the Route of Highway 180 

proposed for State Scenic Highway Status is provided in Appendix A, 

p. 97 of the Visual Assessment.  Not more than one-quarter of the 

proposed scenic highway should be impacted by visual intrusions. 

 

Total Miles of Minor, Moderate and Major Intrusions: 8.15 
 
1.05 miles of lessor duplicate intrusions were deleted from the total above as per 
Caltrans instructions.  Staff calculated 7.10* miles of net intrusions of the 60.7 
miles of the proposed State scenic highway route or 11.7 percent of the total 
route. 
 
 
*NOTE:  Caltrans Section III, Step 3D of the State Scenic Highway Guidelines 
Nomination Process states that the net intrusion calculation does not include 
lesser intrusions where there is a greater intrusion at the same location on the 
other side of the roadway.   

 
  

 
 

Description 

Miles of 
Minor 

Intrusions 

Miles of  
Moderate 
Intrusions 

Miles of 
Major 

Intrusions 

Segment 1 5.20 1.80 0.40 

Segment 2 0.25 0.50 0.00 

Total by Type 5.45 2.30 0.40 


















