
UNANIMOUS 

Agenda Item 13 

DATE: February 24, 2015 

TO: Board of Supervisors 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

Beth Bandy, Director of Personnel Services ~L6t 
Service Employees' International Union- Local521's Appeal of the County's 
Interpretation of the Employee Relations Ordinance 

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: 

Hear and consider an appeal from Service Employees' International Union (SEIU)- Local521 
regarding their "challenging petition" submitted in response to the Representation Unit 2 
(Sheriff's and Probation Personnel) decertification/certification petition filed by the Fresno 
County Public Safety Association (FCPSA) to determine if the County's interpretation of the 
Fresno County Ordinance Code, Chapter 3.12- Employee Relations Ordinance (ERO) is 
appropriate. 

Pursuant to ERO Section 3.12.480, administrative interpretations of the ERO are subject to appeal 
to the Board of Supervisors. On January 30, 2015, SEIU submitted an appeal to your Board 
(Exhibit No. 1) regarding the County's interpretation of the ERO (Exhibit No. 2). While the ERO 
provides for the appeal to your Board, it does not provide any procedures for such an appeal. 
Therefore, it is recommended that your Board provide SEIU with the opportunity to present its 
position, and staff the opportunity to explain the basis of their administrative interpretation and 
established rules and procedures. 

ALTERNATIVE ACTION(s): 

Upon hearing and considering SEIU's appeal, your Board can either deny or uphold SEIU's 
appeal, in whole or in part. The specific administrative interpretation matters being appealed by 
SEIU are included in the Discussion Section of this item. 

FISCAL IMPACT: 

There is no cost associated directly with this item. From a fiscal standpoint, the County is 
responsible for the cost of any decertification/certification election and/or unit determination hearing 
before the Civil Service Commission. 

DENIED APPEAL 

BORGEAS Abstained MENDES Aye PACHECO Aye PEREA Aye POOCHIGIAN Aye 
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DISCUSSION:

The Fresno County Employee Relations Ordinance (ERO; Exhibit No. 3) governs employee
representation unit determination matters in Fresno County consistentwith the Meyers-Milias-Brown
Act (California Government Code §3500 - 3511). The Director of Personnel Services is the
designee of the County Administrative Officer (CAO) and is authorized to administer and interpret
the ERO. Pursuant to Section 3.12.480, Administrative interpretations of the ERO made by the
CAO (or his designee) are subject to appeal to the Board of Supervisors. In this specific case
involving Unit 2, the CAO has recused himself from any administrative interpretation or direction,
and has designated the Director of Personnel Services to act in this administrative capacity.

Pursuant to the ERO, members of a certified representation group can request to decertify their
current representativeand certify another employeeorganization as their representative, providing
they submit valid signatures from 30% of the employees within the representation unit. Once
signatures are validated by staff, the notice of intent to decertify/certify is sent to all registered and
certified employee organizations and is posted for 30dayswhereemployees represented by the unit
have access. During the 30 day posting period, other registered organizations can request to be
placed on the ballot providing they submit proof of employee approval of at least 10% of the
employees in the representation unit. However, the certified group that represents the unit at the
time of decertification does not need to provide proof of employee approval, and is automatically
included on the ballot. At the end of the posting period, the State Mediation and Conciliation
Services is contacted to conduct an election in which all members of the unit have the right to vote
for whichever organization they wish to represent them, as listed on the election ballot (orthey can
choose no organization to represent them).

On December 8, 2014, a petition was filed by the registered employee organization FCPSA to
decertify SEIU as the exclusive representative of Unit 2, and certify FCPSA as the exclusive
representative. Unit 2 primarily includes Correctional Officers, Juvenile Correctional Officers,
Security Officers and Child Support Officers. The submitted petition also included proof of
employee approval from over 30% of the employees within Unit 2. The employee signatures
contained on the petition were validated by staff by comparing them to signatures on documents
within each employee's personnel file. After the signatureswereverified, a notice ofFCPSA's intent
to decertify SEIU and certify FCPSA as the exclusive representative for Unit 2, was posted on
December 23, 2014 (Exhibit No. 4) to inform the affected employees ofthe decertification/certification
petition, and to invite any interested registered or certified organization to submit proof of employee
support if they wanted to be included on theballot. As the certified representative for Unit 2, SEIU was
not required to provide any proof of employee support as they would be included on the election ballot;
this was specified on the posting notice.

The only response received from the posting notice was from SEIU, which submitted what it referred
to as a "Challenging Petition in Response to Decertification Petition" (Exhibit No. 5), along with
copies of employee authorization cards that had been signed in the past by employees in Unit 2
(Exhibit No. 6 - contains samples of redacted authorization cards that SEIU submitted). In their
letter, SEIU stated thatthey wanted to modify Unit 2 to separate outthe Correctional Officer series
and Process Servers into a new representation unit that would also be represented by SEIU.
Further, they alleged that Unit 2 is no longer an"appropriate" unit because they believe that Sheriffs
Office employees should be entitled to a bargaining unit of their own.

SEIU's "challenge" was reviewed by the Director of Personnel Services, in consultation with the
County Counsel's Office, and it was determined that SEIU's "Challenging Petition" could not be
processed because the ERO does not provide for challenges to the decertification/certification
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process. SEIU was advised of the County's interpretation (Exhibit 2). SEIU will be listed on the
election ballot and Unit 2 members will be allowed the opportunity to determine who their exclusive
representative will be: SEIU, FCPSA, or no organization.

A unit modification (a process also included in the ERO) differs from a decertification in that only part
of a representation unit is affected. Typically the intent is to break out some of the classifications of
the unit into smaller/different representation units. Pursuant to the ERO, petitions for unit
modification must also include proof of employee approval of at least 30% of the employees in
classifications to be affected by the modification. The ERO also lists factors to be considered when
determining if modifying a representation unit is appropriate, with the principle criterion being that the
requested representation unit shall be the largest feasible group of employees having an identifiable
community of interest. The petition to modify a representation unit is then considered and decided
by the Civil Service Commission (unlike a decertification which involves state oversight and is
decided by an election rather than the Civil Service Commission). For example, in 2012, the
Correctional Officers petitioned to be removed from Unit 2 and to create their own representation
unit. SEIU challenged the appropriateness of the requested representation unit and, after a hearing,
the Civil Service Commission found that Unit 2, as presently composed, was an appropriate unit and
denied the petition.

While SEIU can certainly request to modify Unit 2, the unit modification process is independent of
the decertification process and any unit modification petition does not render the unit inappropriate
or stop the decertification process. Additionally, such petitions must include proof of employee
support from at least 30% of the employees in the proposed unit (in this case, Correctional Officers
and Process Servers). SEIU stated in its letter (Exhibit No. 5) that it was fulfilling this requirement by
submitting signed and dated employee authorization cards. While ERO Section 3.12.250(B) does
permit a union to use employee authorization cards as "proof of employee approval," this section
refers to certification petitions and it further states that "no petition or authorization card may be used
as proof of employee approval unless it specifically provides that the intent of the signer is to secure
certification of the organization named therein."

It is staff's interpretation that while the ERO allows employee authorization cards to be used in
support of a decertification or certification petition, it does not allow the utilization of these cards
without the intent of the signer acknowledging that they are in support of the modification to the unit.
None of the cards submitted by SEIU identified that the intent of the signer was to request a
modification to Unit 2 and create a new representation unit consisting of Correctional Officers and
Process Servers. It is unclear whether the employees whose names and signatures are contained
within the employee authorization cards provided by SEIU were aware of the intent, or supported the
request to modify Unit 2. Furthermore, the cards SEIU provided were dated as far back as 2002.
Based on these facts, staff determined that the documents submitted by SEIU did not evidence
support of any proposed modification to Unit 2, and notified SEIU accordingly (Exhibit 2).

This determination does not preclude SEIU from submitting a valid petition for a unit modification
and/or establishment of a new unit at a future date, which would be processed in accordance with
the ERO. Finally, it is staff's interpretation that a petition to modify a unit would not stop a
decertification petition; rather, a unit modification would take its own independent course.

It is important to note that the determination made by the County is not a substantive determination
on the issue of whether the unit modification proposed by SEIU would be appropriate or not. On
that issue, Personnel Services has taken no position. The determination by Personnel Services is
solely related to whether, as a procedural matter, SEIU has submitted a valid petition for a unit
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modification. The Personnel Services Department continues to remain neutral in regards to
employee representation matters.

On January 30, 2015, SEIU submitted an appeal to your Board (Exhibit No. 1) regarding the
County's interpretation of the ERO (Exhibit No. 2). While the ERO provides for the appeal to your
Board, it does not provide any procedures for such an appeal. Therefore, it is recommended that
your Board provide SEIU with the opportunity to present its position and staff the opportunity to
explain the basis of their administrative interpretation and established rules and procedures.

If your Board denies SEIU's appeal and determines that staffs administrative interpretation of
the ERO is correct, the County will continue to work with State Mediation and Conciliation
Services regarding arranging for a decertification/certification election. In addition, SEIU
remains able to submit a valid petition for a unit modification in compliance with the ERO, which
would ultimately be considered by the Civil Service Commission.

If your Board upholds SEIU's appeal, relative to the signed employee authorization cards submitted
by SEIU as being sufficient to support SEIU's request for a modification of a representation unitand
establishment of a new representation unit, then the procedures under the ERO would be followed
regarding the requested unit modification and establishment of a new unit. However, unless your
Board also determines that a challenge to the appropriateness of a representation unit is sufficient
to prevent and/or delay a decertification/certification election, the County will continue to work with
State Mediation and Conciliation Services regarding arranging for a decertification/certification
election.

Exhibit No. 7 provides an overview of the unit determination procedures followed in processing unit
modification and/or establishment of a new representation unit requests pursuant to the ERO.
Exhibit No. 8 provides an overview of the procedures followed in a request for
decertification/certification of an established unit pursuant to the ERO. The two processes are
separate and distinct; one action does not affect the other.

REFERENCE MATERIAL

Exhibit 1

Exhibit 2

Exhibit 3

Exhibit 4

Exhibit 5

Exhibit 6

Exhibit 7

Exhibit 8

Appeal by SEIU submitted to Board of Supervisors dated 1/30/15
County response to SEIU "challenge" dated 1/26/15
Fresno County Employee Relations Ordinance (Chapter 3.12)
County Notice regarding FCPSA Decertification/Certification Petition dated 12/23/14
"Challenging petition" submitted by SEIU dated 1/20/15
Copies of (redacted) authorization card samples submitted by SEIU with "challenge"
Overview of Unit Determination procedures pursuant to ERO
Overview of Decertification/Certification procedures pursuant to ERO
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January 30, 2015

VIA EMAIL AND OVERNIGHT MAIL - ORIGINAL AND 8 COPIES

Board of Supervisors
c/o Bernice Siedel, Clerk
County of Fresno
2281 Tulare Street, #301
Hall of Records

Fresno, CA 93721-2198
Email: Clerk/BOS@co.fresno.ca.us

Re: Service Employees International Union, Local 521
County of Fresno
Appeal Pursuant to County of Fresno Employee Relations Ordinance Section 3.12.480

Dear Esteemed Board Members:

We represent the Service Employees International Union, Local 521 ("SEIU Local 521"), which is the
exclusive representative ofthousands ofCounty ofFresno employees, including employees inbargaining
unit 2.

This letter constitutes SEIU Local 521 's appeal from the January 26, 2015 determination of the County
ofFresno Department of Personnel Services (the designee of theCounty Administrative Officer) that
SEIU Local 521 had no right to file a challenging petition in response to the Fresno County Public Safety
Association's ("FCPSA") decertification/certification petition, and that the proofof employee approval
SEIU Local 521 included with its challenging petition was invalid.

The County Administrative Officer's designee ("County") haserroneously interpreted the Employee
Relations Ordinance.

First, SEIU Local 521 indeed has a right to file a challenging petition in response to any representation
petition. FCPSA seeks not only to decertify SEIU Local 521 as the exclusive representative, but also to
replace it. The FCPSA petition is therefore both a decertification and a certification petition. A
certification election must occur in an "appropriate" unit.1 (See the "appropriateness" standard embodied
in Rules 3.12.030(A), 3.12.180, 3.12.210, 3.12.230.) Thebasis for SEIU Local 521's challenging
petition is that the existing bargaining unit 2, as currently comprised, is no longer"appropriate."

1Nothing in the Employee Relations Ordinance statesthat the decertification/certification election must occur
in an "established" unit only.

LOS ANGELES OFFICE SACRAMENTO OFFICE HONOLULU OFFICE
800 Wilshire Boulevard. Suite 1320 428 J Street. Suite 520 Union Plaza

Los Angeles. CA 90017-2607 Sacramento, CA 95814-2341 1136 Union Mall.Suite 402
TEL 213.380.2344 FAX 213.443.5098 TEL 916.443.6600 FAX 916.442.0244 Honolulu, HI 96813-4500

TEL 808.528.8880 FAX 808.528.8
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The County's interpretation that rules titled "Representation Unit" do not apply to this scenario is
particularly ironic given that the County posted for thirty (30) days a notice of the filing of a
decertification/certification petition under section 3.12.200, a rule that is also titled "Representation
Unit." (Attachment A to this appeal.) SEIU Local 521's challenging petition was filed under Section
3.12.210. (Attachment B to this appeal.) Section 3.12.210 references and relates back to the
immediately preceding rule - Section 3.12.200 - under which the County posted notice of FCPSA's
petition.

Second, the County erred in concluding that the proof of employee approval underlying SEIU Local
521's challenging petition was invalid. "Proof of employee approval" is defined in Section 3.12.250(B)
as:

Proof of employee approval means that the employee organization
submitting a petition to the county management representative has
demonstrated proof of approval by the employees whom it claims to
represent by means of any one or any combination of the following:

1. Signed and dated signatures on a petition;

2. Signed and dated employee authorization cards;

provided, however, that no petition or authorization card may be used
as proofof employee approval unless it specifically provides that the
intent of the signer is to secure certification for the organization named
therein. For purposes of subdivision 1 of this subsection, only
signatures of employees whose signatures have been executed within
sixty calendar days prior to the date the petition for certification is filed
shall be accepted as proof of employee approval.

SEIU Local 521's proof of employee approval met the description in Section 3.12.250(B)(2) - signed
and dated employee authorization cards. Section 3.12.250(B)(2) does not require that the employee
authorization cards include a particular message or bear a certain date. The signed and dated
employee authorization cards that SEIU Local 521 included with its challenging petition evidence
that employees are members of SEIU Local 521. SEIU Local 521 is empowered to initiate a unit
modification petition on behalf of its members.

The County misapplied its rules, thereby impermissibly forfeiting SEIU Local 521's right to initiate a
unit modification petition. The County's rejection of SEIU Local 521's challenging petition violates
not only the Employee Relations Ordinance, but also the Meyers-Milias-Brown Act ("MMBA"). The
Employee Relations Ordinance states that its provisions shall not conflict with or be construed in a
manner inconsistent with the MMBA. (See Rule 3.12.490.) Under the regulations implementing and
interpreting the MMBA, it shall be an unfair practice for a local public agency to violate MMBA or
any local rule. (PERB Regulation 32603(g).)
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We request a hearing before the Board of Supervisors regarding this appeal. No.election can take
place during the pendency of this appeal. Thank you in advance for your consideration of this
important matter.

Sincerely,

Tierianne R. Steele (j

KRS:sm

opeiu 3 afl-cio(l)
Enclosures: A: County Notice of Filing of Decertification/Certification Petition

B: SEIU Local 521 Challenging Petition (w/o proof of employee approval)
C: County's Rejection of SEIU Local 521's Challenging Petition

cc: Carlos Cortes

Beth Bandy
Catherine Basham

137825/796407
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County of Fresno
DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL SERVICES

BETH BANDY

DIRECTOR

DATE: December 23, 2014

TO: Impacted Department Heads
All Registered and Certified Organizations

FROM: Carlos Cortes, Personnel Services Manager

SUBJECT: Petition for Decertification/Certification - Representation Unit 2

A valid petition has been filed by the Fresno County Public Safety Association (FCPSA)
requesting the decertification of SEIU - Local 521 as the exclusive representative for
Representation Unit 2 - Sheriffs and Probation Personnel. Additionally, FCPSA is
requesting that it be certified as the exclusive representative for Unit 2. The following job
classifications are included in this unit:

Child Support Assistant
Child Support Officer l/M/llI/Senior
Collections Officer

Correctional Officer l/ll/lll/IV/Trainee

Investigative Technician
Juvenile Correctional Officer l/ll/Senior

Probation Technician l/ll

Process Server

Program Technician l/ll
Security Officer l/ll

In accordance with the Employee Relations Ordinance, department heads are required to
post, until January 22, 2015, copies of this memorandum in places where employees
represented by Unit 2 have access.

Additionally, any registered or certified organization wishing to be placed on the election ballot
for the purpose of determining the exclusive representative for Unit 2 must submit a petition to
Labor Relations accompanied by proof of employee approval (i.e. at least 10% of the
employees in Unit 2) by Thursday, January 22, 2015. SEIU - Local 521, as the current
certified representative, will be on any election ballot that may result from FCPSA's petition for
decertification/certification.

If anyone has questions regarding this notice, please contact me at 600-1840.

cc: Beth Bandy, Director of Personnel Services

2220 Tulare Street 16th Floor, Fresno, California 93721

FAX (559) 455-4791 www.co.fresno.ca.us

Administration 600-1800

Employment Services 600-1630
Labor Relations 600-1840

Employee Benefits 600-1 SI0
Employment Verification 600-1820
Risk Management 600-1850

Equal Employment Opportunity Employer
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January 20, 2015

VIA EMAIL AND O VERNIGHT MAIL

JACOB J. WMiTE
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Mr. Carlos Cortes

Personnel Services Manager
Labor Relations

County of Fresno
2220 Tulare Street, 16th Floor
Fresno, CA 93721

Mr. John Navarrette - without enclosures

County Administrative Officer
County Administrative Office
County of Fresno
2281 Tulare, Suite 304
Fresno. CA 93721

Re: Service Employees International Union, Local 521
County of Fresno
Challenging Petition in Response to Decertification Petition

Dear Mr. Cortes and Mr. Navarrette:

As you know, we are attorneys for the Service Employees International Union, Local 521 ("SEIU Local
521"), which is the exclusive representative of employees in the County of Fresno ("County") Bargaining
Unit 2 ("Unit 2").

We hereby submit a challenging petition on behalf of our client, in response to the Fresno County Public
Safety Association's ("FCPSA") decertification petition. (Fresno County Ordinance section 3.12.210).
SEIU Local 521 challenges the appropriateness of the representation unit the FCPSA has requested.
SEIU Local 521 proposes that, instead, Unit 2 be modified to remove Sheriffs Office employees. We
believe that the Sheriffs Office employees should be entitled to a bargaining unit of their own,
comprised solely of employees from that department. In other words, we propose to place the following
classifications in a new unit that is represented by SEIU Local 521:

• Correctional Officer Trainee

• Correctional Officer I

• Correctional Officer II

• Correctional Officer III

• Correctional Officer IV

• Process Server

In an abundance of caution, we have enclosed proof of employee approval of at least thirty percent (30%)
of the full or part-time regular employees in the existing Unit 2, as well as proof of employee approval of
at least thirty percent (30%) of the full or part-time regular employees in the petitioned-for unit that

LOS ANGELES OFFICE

800 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1320
Los Angeles. CA 90017-2607

TEL 213 380.2344 FAX 213443 5098

SACRAMENTO OFFICE
428 J Streel, Suite S20

Sacramento, CA 95814-2341
TEL 916.443.6600 FAX 916.442.0244

HONOLULU OFFICE

Union Plaza

1136 Union Mall, Suile 402
Honolulu, HI 96813-4500

TEL 808.528.8880 FAX 808.528.8881
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would be comprised solely of Sheriffs Office employees. (Rule 3.12.210's phrase "within such
proposed modified unit" is susceptible to more than one interpretation. So are the phrases "in
classifications to be affected by the modification" and "in the affected classifications," which appear in
Fresno County Ordinance section 3.12.240.) Our proof of employee approval takes the form of signed
and datedemployee authorization cards. (See Fresno CountyOrdinance section 3.12.250(B)(2).)1

We believe that the petitioned-for unit comprised solely of Sheriffs Office employees is the largest
feasible group of employees having an identifiable community of interest.

You are prohibited from sharing the enclosed proof of employee approval with FCPSA, or with any other
entity.

Please contact me immediately if you have questions regarding this challenging petition. Thank you.

Sincerely,

/ c
Kerianne R. Steele

KRS:sm

opeiu 3 afi-cio(l)
Enclosures in overnight mail copy only:

Proof of Employee Approval - Correctional Officers classes and Process Servers
Proofof Employee Approval - all other Unit2 classifications

cc: Beth Bandy, Director of Personnel Services (w/out enclosures)
Catherine Basham, Senior Deputy County Counsel (w/out enclosures)

137825/794703

1 We have redacted the employees' social security numbers.
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County of Fresno
DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL SERVICES

BETH BANDY
DIRECTOR

lomnn,,R nmJ: SENT VIA: U.S. MAILJanuary 26, 2015 E-MAIL

Kerianne R. Steele

Weinberg, Roger & Rosenfeld
1001 Marina Village Parkway, Suite 200
Alameda, CA 94501

Re: Service Employees International Union (SEIU), Local 521
County of Fresno
Challenging Petition in Response to Decertification Petition

Dear Ms. Steele:

This letter is in response to your "Challenging Petition in Response to Decertification
Petition" letter dated January 20, 2015, and received in our office via U.S. mail on
January 21, 2015.

In your letter you state that you are submitting a "challenging petition" on behalf of
SEIU in response to the Unit 2 decertification petition that was submitted by the
Fresno County Public Safety Association (FCPSA). Specifically, SEIU "challenges the
appropriateness of the representation unit the FCPSA has requested" and "proposes"
that Unit 2 be modified by removing the Process Server and Correctional Officer
classification series and placing them in their own bargaining unit. In your letter you
also reference Fresno County Employee Relations Ordinance (ERO) Sections
3.12.210, 3.12.240, and 3.12.250(B)(2), and your enclosed signed and dated
authorization cards.

FCPSA has not requested the establishment of a new representation unit, or the
modification of an existing representation unit, as their petition is for the
decertification/certification of an already existing representation unit. Therefore, ERO
sections 3.12.210 "Representation unit - challenges" and 3.12,240 "Modification of
representation units" do not apply, as there has not been a petition submitted by
FCPSA to establish or modify an existing representation unit.

2220 Tulare Street 16th Floor, Fresno, California 93721
FAX (559) 455-4791 www.co.fresno.ca.us

Administration 600-1800 Employee Benefits 600-1810
Employment Services 600-1830 Employment Verification 600-1820
Labor Relations 600-1840 Risk Management 600-1850

Equal Employment Opportunity Employer
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Furthermore, the ERO does not provide for a challenge of a decertification/certification
petition. The ERO only allows for any other registered employee organization to
appear on the ballot for the decertification/certification election. As stated in the
December 23, 2014 notice, SEIU, as the current certified representative, will be on
any election ballot concerning the Unit 2 decertification/certification election.

Based on the aforementioned, the County cannot process your "challenging petition"
to the decertification/certification petition submitted by FCPSA as the ERO does not
provide for challenges to the decertification/certification process. Therefore, we will
proceed with the decertification/certification request and contact the California State
Mediation and Conciliation Services in order to arrange for a secret ballot election.

Please be advised that we have also reviewed and considered your "challenging
petition" in the context of a request for a unit modification/establishment of a new
representation unit. In that regard, we have found that the petition submitted is
insufficient as it does not provide proof that the intent of any signer (i.e. employee) is
to support the modification of Representation Unit 2 and/or establishment of a new
representation unit.

Sincerely,

Carlos Cortes

Personnel Services Manager
Labor Relations

cc: Beth Bandy, Director of Personnel Services
Cathy Basham, Senior Deputy County Counsel

2220 Tulare Street 16lh Floor, Fresno, California 93721
FAX (559) 455-4791 www.co.fresno.ca.us

Administration 600-1800 Employee Benefits 600-1810
Employment Services 600-1830 Employment Verification 600-1820
Labor Relations 600-1840 Risk Management 600-1850

Equal Employment Opportunity Employer
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County of Fresno
DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL SERVICES

BETH BANDY

DIRECTOR

iflniian,,R 9nic SENT VIA: U.S. MAILJanuary 26, 2015 £_MA|L

Kerianne R. Steele

Weinberg, Roger & Rosenfeld
1001 Marina Village Parkway, Suite 200
Alameda, CA 94501

Re: Service Employees International Union (SEIU), Local 521
County of Fresno
Challenging Petition in Response to Decertification Petition

Dear Ms. Steele:

This letter is in response to your "Challenging Petition in Response to Decertification
Petition" letter dated January 20, 2015, and received in our office via U.S. mail on
January 21, 2015.

In your letter you state that you are submitting a "challenging petition" on behalf of
SEIU in response to the Unit 2 decertification petition that was submitted by the
Fresno County Public Safety Association (FCPSA). Specifically, SEIU "challenges the
appropriateness of the representation unit the FCPSA has requested" and "proposes"
that Unit 2 be modified by removing the Process Server and Correctional Officer
classification series and placing them in their own bargaining unit. In your letter you
also reference Fresno County Employee Relations Ordinance (ERO) Sections
3.12.210, 3.12.240, and 3.12.250(B)(2), and your enclosed signed and dated
authorization cards.

FCPSA has not requested the establishment of a new representation unit, or the
modification of an existing representation unit, as their petition is for the
decertification/certification of an already existing representation unit. Therefore, ERO
sections 3.12.210 "Representation unit - challenges" and 3.12.240 "Modification of
representation units" do not apply, as there has not been a petition submitted by
FCPSA to establish or modify an existing representation unit.
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Furthermore, the ERO does not provide for a challenge of a decertification/certification
petition. The ERO only allows for any other registered employee organization to
appear on the ballot for the decertification/certification election. As stated in the
December 23, 2014 notice, SEIU, as the current certified representative, will be on
any election ballot concerning the Unit 2 decertification/certification election.

Based on the aforementioned, the County cannot process your "challenging petition"
to the decertification/certification petition submitted by FCPSA as the ERO does not
provide for challenges to the decertification/certification process. Therefore, we will
proceed with the decertification/certification request and contact the California State
Mediation and Conciliation Services in order to arrange for a secret ballot election.

Please be advised that we have also reviewed and considered your "challenging
petition" in the context of a request for a unit modification/establishment of a new
representation unit. In that regard, we have found that the petition submitted is
insufficient as it does not provide proof that the intent of any signer (i.e. employee) is
to support the modification of Representation Unit 2 and/or establishment of a new
representation unit.

Sincerely,

Carlos Cortes

Personnel Services Manager
Labor Relations

cc: Beth Bandy, Director of Personnel Services
Cathy Basham, Senior Deputy County Counsel
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Chapter 3.12 - EMPLOYEE RELATIONS—GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sections:

FOOTNOTE(S):

- (2) -

State Law reference— For statutory provisions authorizing public employees to have unions, see Gov. Code § 3500
etseq.

3.12.010-Title.

This chapter shall be known as the employee relations ordinance of Fresno County.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193)

3.12.020 - Statement of purpose.

It is the purpose ofthis chapter to establish formal policies and procedures which will provide for the orderly
and systematic consideration of employee relations matters regarding wages, hours and other terms and conditions
of employment between the county and its employees and their recognized employee organizations. It is also the
purpose of this chapter to promote the improvement of personnel management and employer-employee relations
within the county government by providing a uniform basis for recognizing the right ofcounty employees to join
employee organizations of their own choice and to be represented by such organizations in their employment
relationship with the county, including but not limited to hours, wages, and other terms and conditions of
employment.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193.1)

3.12.030 - Definitions.

Except where the context otherwise requires, the definitions given in this section govern the construction of this
chapter.

A. "Certified employee organization" means an employee organization or its duly authorized representative
that has been certified by the employee relations commission as representing the majority ofthe
employees in an appropriate employee representation unit.

B. "Commission" means the Fresno County Civil Service Commission.

C. "Confidential employee" means any employee who is privy to decisions of county management affecting
employer-employee relations.

D. "Consult" means to communicate verbally or in writing for the purpose of presenting and obtaining views or
advising of intended actions.

E. "County" means the county of Fresno, subdivision of the state of California and refers to the board of
supervisors, the governing body of the county or any duly authorized management representative as herein
defined.

F. "County management" means the county administrative officer, department heads, employee supervisors
and other representatives of management having the authority to act for the county on any matters relating
to the implementation of the county's labor management relations program.
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G. "Day" means calendar day unless otherwise stated.

H. "Employee" means any person employed by the county except elective officer.

I. "Employee organization" means any organization which includes employees of the county which has as one
of its primary purposes representation of such employees in their employment relationships with the
county.

j. "Employee relations" means the employment relationship between the county and its employees and their
employee organizations.

K. "Fact finding" means the procedure pursuant to Section 3.12.410 to determine a fact that is in dispute.
L. "Full calendar month" means a complete calendar month and not a period of thirty days, or from a given

date in any month to the same date in the succeeding month.

M. "Impasse" means a deadlock in the meet and confer process between a certified employee organization
and the county over any matters concerning which they are required to meet and confer in good faith, or

over the scope of such subject matter.

N. "Management personnel" means any county personnel having significant responsibilities in formulating or
administering county policies and programs and includes the county administrative officer, department
heads and any other employees who are so designated by the county administrative officer.

0. "Management representative" means the county administrative officer or any person or persons
designated by him to meet with representatives ofcertified or registered employee organizations.

P. "Mediation" means efforts by an impartial third party or parties to assist as intermediaries through
interpretation, suggestions and advice in reconciling disputes regarding wages, hours and other terms and
conditions of employment between the county's management representatives and the representatives of
the certified employee organization.

Q. "Meet and confer in good faith" means the process through which the county, or such representatives as it
may delegate, and representatives of certified employee organizations are mutually obligated to personally
meet and confer in order to exchange freely information, opinions and proposals on matters within the
scope of representation; and to endeavor to reach agreement on matters within their authority, or on ajoint
recommendation to the board of supervisors on matters within the board's decision making authority.

R. "Memorandum of understanding" means a written memorandum incorporating matters on which
agreement is reached in the meeting and conferring process between the county management
representative and representatives of certified employee organizations. The memorandum shall be
presented to the county board of supervisorsfor determination.

S. "Payroll deduction" means an arrangement under which the county deducts from the salary of the
employee sums ofmoney for various purposes including employee organization dues.

T. "Professional employee" means onewhose work is predominately intellectual and varied in character,
requires exercise of discretion and judgment and knowledge of an advance nature customarily required at
an institution of higher learning and of such a character that the output or results accomplished cannot be
standardized in relationship to a given period oftime, and as defined in Section 3507.3 ofthe Government
Code.

U. "Proof of employee approval" shall have the meaning which is ascribed to that term in Section 3.12.250
V. "Registered employee organization" means an employee organization which has formally registered with
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the countyas an employee organization that represents employees of the county in accordance with Section
3.12.160

W. "Representation unit" means a unit composed of countyemployees for the purposes of employee
representation and which has been established in accordance with Sections 3.12.180 to 3.12.240

X. "Representative" means a person who is authorized and designated in writing by a certified or registered
employee organization to represent the organization in dealing with the county.

Y. "Supervisory employee" means any employee having authority to exercise independent judgment in the
interest of the countyto hire, transfer, suspend, lay-off, recall, promote, discharge, assign, reward or
discipline other employees or having the responsibility to direct them or to adjust their grievances or to
effectively recommend such action, if, in connection with the foregoing, the exercise ofsuch authority is not
merely routine or clerical in nature or requires the use of independent judgment.

(Ord. 618, § 1, 1980; Ord. 581, § 5, 1976; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.2)

3.12.040 - Strike or work stoppage.

No employee oremployee organization, its representatives or members shall cause, engage, or participate in,
instigate or encourage a strike orwork stoppage or any other concerted actions adverse to the county. Participation
by an employee in a strike or work stoppage shall subject the employee to disciplinary action, up to and including
removal from his position. If a recognized employee organization, its representatives, or members cause, engage in,
instigate orencourage a strike orwork stoppage of any kind, then, in addition to any other lawful remedies or
disciplinary actions, the board of supervisors may, by written notice, suspend or revoke the recognition granted to
such employee organization, may suspend orcancel any orall payroll deductions payable to such organization, may
prohibit the use offacilities or may prohibit access to work orduty stations by such organizations.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;prior code, § 193.3)

3.12.050 - Employee rights.

Employees of the county shall have the right to form, join and participate in the activities of employee
organizations of their own choosing for the purpose of representation on all matters of employee relations.
Employees of the county also shall have the right to refuse to join or participate in the activities of employee
organizations. It shall be an additional right of the employees to represent themselves individually in their employee
relations with the county. Neither the county nor the employee organizations shall interfere with, intimidate,
restrain, coerce or discriminate against employees because ofthe exercise oftheir rights under this section.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;priorcode, § 193.4)

3.12.060 - County rights.

It is the exclusive right of the county to make all decisions of a managerial or administrative character, including,
but not limited to:

A. The nature and extent of services performed;

B. The methods, means and personnel by which the county's operations are to be conducted;
And such other decisions as may be necessary to organize and operate the county in the most efficient manner and
in the best interestof all citizens of the county. It is also the exclusive right of the county to administer the merit
system and to make all decisions in directing its employees and including, but not limited to scheduling work, making
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work assignments, ordering overtime, classifying positions, establishing and revising standards of employment,
hiring, promoting, transferring, demoting, laying off, discharging and disciplining employees. The exercise of such
rights shall not preclude employees or their representatives from meeting and conferring with management
representatives about the consequences that the decisions of these matters may have on wages, hours and other
terms and conditions of employment.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;prior code, § 193.5)

3.12.070 - Representation.

A. Management personnel and confidential employees shall not represent or be represented by any employee
organization, union local, association or individual that represents other than management personnel and
confidential employees of the county on matters within the scope of representation.

B. Supervising employees shall not represent nonsupervisory or subordinate supervisory employees in grievance
matters.

(Ord. 618, §2, 1980; Ord. 548-A-1, § 1, 1974; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.6)

3.12.160 - Registration of employee organizations.

An organization which wishes to register as an employee organization shall submit to the county management
representative a request signed by a duly authorized officer ofthe organization and containing the following
information:

A. Name, mailing address and local street address of the employee organization;
B. Names and titles of its officers as well as designation of the officials authorized to actas representatives of

the organization in employer-employee relation matters with the county;
C. Acertified copy ofthe organization's constitution and/or by-laws and, if not contained in the constitution or

by-laws, a statement that the organization has asone of its purposes representation of county employees
in their employer-employee relations;

D. Astatement that the organization includes employees ofthe county as members who have designated it to
represent them in their employer-employee relations with the county. Amembership list by departments
and classification is required which may beverified by employee organization payroll dues deduction or by
signed authorization by employees whom they represent;

E. Astatement showing the name and mailing address ofeach regional, state, national or international
organization with which it is directly or indirectly affiliated;

F. Astatement that the organization has no restriction on membership based on race, color, creed, national
origin, age or sex.

When an employee organization has complied with the requirements ofthis section, the county management
representative shall grant registration and shall notify the organization. Acopy of the notice shall be filed with the
board of supervisors and the civil service commission. The employee organization is obligated to notify the county
management representative ofany changes to the information listed above.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193.15)

3.12.170 - Registered employee organization—Rights.

Registered employee organizations may represent their members in grievance matters and, subordinate to the
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rights of the certified employee organizations as set forth in Sections 3.12.320 to 3.12.380, may consult with
management representatives on wages, hours and other terms and conditions of employment. County management
is not, however, obligated to meet and confer or enter into memoranda of understanding with registered employee
organizations which are not certified.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;prior code, § 193.16)

3.12.180 - Representation units—Criteria.

Representation units shall be formally established in the county bythe commission, as hereinafter set forth. It is
the policy to establish the minimum number of units consistent with good employee relations. To minimize the over-
fragmentation of employee representation, the principle criterion for determining an appropriate representation
unit shall be the largest feasible group of employees havingan identifiable community of interest. In addition, the
following criteria shall be applied in determining an appropriate representation unit:

A. In determining which unit shall include the broadest possible group of employees who share a community
of interest, the factors to be considered are:

1. Common skills, job duties, training or education requirements;

2. Participation in an integrated work process or continuous work flow;

3. Common supervision;

4. Similar working conditions.

B. The unit shall assure employees the fullest freedom in the exercise of their rightsgranted under this
chapter.

C. The unit shall not adversely affect the efficient operation of the county services and sound employer-
employee relations.

D. The history of employer-employee relations in the proposed unit and the county shall be considered.
E. Professional employees shall not be denied the right to be represented separately from nonprofessional

employees.

F. Management, confidential and supervisorial employees shall not be included in any unit which includes
employees other than management, confidential or supervisorial.

G. Law enforcement personnel consisting of peace officers as defined in the Penal Code, may be included in a
unit or units consisting solely of such employees.

H. No single classification ofcounty employee shall be included in more than one representation unit, with the
exception of management personnel and confidential employees.

(Ord. 581, § 5, 1976; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193.17)

3.12.190 - Representation units—Establishment request.

Employees oremployee organizations may request of the management representative the establishment of a
particular representation unit by listing classifications and positions to be included. This request must be
accompanied by proof of employee approval of at least thirty percent of the full or part-time regular employees in
the proposed unit.

(Ord. 548-/4-7, § 1, 1974; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.18)

3.12.200 - Representation unit—Request notice.
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Upon verifying the material submitted as provided for in Sections 3.12.190 and 3.12.250, proofof employee
approval, the management representative shall give written notice of the request to all registered and certified
employee organizations. Additionally, he shall post notice of the request in a place to which employees ofthe
proposed unit will have access.

(Ord. 618, §3, 1980; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;prior code, § 193.19)

3.12.210 - Representation unit—Challenges.

Within thirty days ofthe date the notice to employees is posted, other employee organizations may challenge
the appropriateness ofthe requested representation unit and request a modified unit. The challenge shall be filed
with the management representative and must be accompanied with proofthat the challenging employee
organization represents at least thirty percent ofthe employees within such proposed modified unit. If a challenge is
filed, the management representative shall notify the employee organization which submitted the original report for
the new unit and that organization shall have seven days within which it may amend or withdraw its request prior to
the filing of the matter with the commission.

(Ord 581, §5, 1976; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;priorcode, § 193.20.)

3.12.220 - Hearing of challenges.

If the challenge is not resolved by amendment or withdrawal, the management representative shall call for a
hearing before the commission. The commission shall conduct a hearing at which the parties shall present testimony
in support of the original request or the challenge and recommendations from the management representative shall
be heard. Following the hearing, the commission shall either formally establish, modify or deny the representation
unit.

(Ord. 581, § 5, 1976; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.21)

3.12.230 - Procedures in the absence of challenge.

A. If the management representative determines that the proposed representation unit is appropriate, and no
challenge as provided in Section 3.12.210 is filed, he shall recommend to the commission that the unit be
established.

B. If the management representative determines that the requested representation unit is not appropriate, he
shall notify the employee organization which requested the unit of his determination and the reason therefor, in
writing. The employee organization may, within seven days, modify its request or request the management
representative to arrange a hearing before the commission on its original request for their action in approving
or denying the establishment of the requested unit.

C. The commission shall in no event establish a unit consistingof less than five percent of the total county
employees without holding a hearing to determine whether or not the proposed unit in fact consists of the
largest feasible group ofemployees having an identifiable community of interests.

(Ord. 581, §5, 1976; Ord. 548-A-1, § 1, 1974; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.22)

3.12.240 - Modification of representation units.

A. General. Any classification moved from one representation unit to another shall continue to be covered by the
terms and conditions of the memorandum of understanding ofthe former representation unit through its
current expiration date. Subsequent to the expiration of the memorandum of understanding of the former
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representation unit, either the county or the certified representative of the new representation unit may request
to meet and confer on a successor agreement.

B. Represented Employees-Contested Modification. Where a certified or registered employee organization
requests the modification ofa representation unit and any party of interest to the proposed modification
contests the proposal, the commission shall consider the proposed modification only after proof ofemployee
approval by at least thirty percent ofthe employees in classifications to beaffected by the modification has been
submitted during a one-calendar-month-period either twelve months from the date oforiginal unit
determination, or beginning seven full calendar months prior to the expiration date of the representation unit's
memorandum ofunderstanding, or during the period where the memorandum of understanding has expired
and there is no successor memorandum or agree to extension or the current memorandum, whichever occurs
later. Where the county requests the modification ofa representation unit and any party of interest to the
proposed modification contests it, the commission shall also only consider the proposal during a one-calendar-
month-period either twelve months from the date of original unit determination or beginning seven full calendar
months prior to the expiration date ofthe representation unit's memorandum of understanding, orduring the
period where the memorandum of understanding, has expired and there is no successor memorandum or
agreed-to extension ofthe current memorandum, whichever occurs later. The same unit determination
procedures shall be followed for any unit modification under this subsection as for the initial establishment of a
representation unit. Where the commission approves the establishment of a new representation unit, election
procedures for determination of a majority representative specified in Sections 3.12.250 to 3.12.310, inclusive,
shall apply.

C. Represented Employees-Uncontested Modification. Where the county or a certified or registered employee
organization requests the modification of a representation unit and no party of interest contests the proposed
modification, the commission shall consider the proposal at any time except from the time proposals for a
successor memorandum ofunderstanding for the current representation unit have been exchanged to the
expiration date of the current memorandum of understanding. Acertified or registered organization wishing to
request such modification must submit proof of employee approval of thirty percent of the employees in the
affected classifications. The same unit determination procedures shall be followed for any unit modification
under this subsection as for the initial establishment of a representation unit. Where the commission approves
the establishment ofa new representation unit, election procedures for determination of a majority
representative specified in Sections 3.12.250 to 3.12.310, inclusive shall apply.

D. Unrepresented Employees-Proposed Addition to Existing Representation Unit. Where the county or acertified
or registered employee organization requests the addition of a classification or classifications currently
unrepresented into an existing representation unit, the commission shall consider the proposal atany time
except that any party of interest may request a postponement of the commission's consideration if the
proposed addition of classes will adversely affect the progress of any meet-and-confer sessions for the
representation unit which are proceeding at that time. Acertified or registered organization wishing to request
such modification must submit proof of employee approval of thirty percent of the employees in the affected
classifications. The same unit determination procedures shall be followed for any unit modification under this
subsection as for the initial establishment ofa representation unit. Where the commission approves a unit
modification pursuant to this section, either the county or the certified representative of the representation unit
may request to meet and confer solely on the subject of salaries for the newly included classifications.

(Ord. 618, §4, 1980; Ord. 548-A-2, § 1, 1974; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.23)
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3.12.250 - Employee organization—Certification petition.

A. Aregistered employee organization which seeks to become a certified employee organization shall file a petition
for certification accompanied by proof of employee approval of at least thirty percent of the employees in
permanent positions within the proposed or existing representation unit who desire the petitioning employee
organization to be their sole representative.

B. Proof ofemployee approval means that the employee organization submitting a petition to the county
management representative has demonstrated proof ofapproval by the employees whom it claims to represent
by means of any one or any combination of the following:

1. Signed and dated signatures on a petition;

2. Signed and dated employee authorization cards;
provided, however, that no petition or authorization card may be used as proof of employee approval unless it
specifically provides that the intent of the signer is to secure certification for the organization named therein. For
purposes of subdivision 1of this subsection, only signatures of employees whose signatures have been executed
within sixty calendar days prior to the date the petition for certification is filed shall be accepted as proof of
employee approval. In the instance of an employee designating more than one representative through either of the
above mechanisms, a written notice shall be sent to that employee by the county's management representative
requesting that the employee designate only one within ten calendar days.

(Ord. 548-A-l, § 1, 1974; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.24)

3.12.270 - Employee approval failure—Election.

1f the proof of employee approval is less than that specified in Section 3.12.260, the management
representative shall arrange for asecret ballot election within the representation unit, to be conducted in accordance
with the rules ofthe state conciliation service. Employees permitted to vote will be those in the representation unit
who are employed in permanent positions and who were employed in those positions at least two pay periods
preceding the date of the secret ballot election.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;priorcode, § 193.26)

3.12.280 - Election—Organizations on ballot.

In an election, the names ofthe petitioning organization and ofany other registered employee organizations
which submit proof of employee approval of at least ten percent of the employees in the representation unit shall
appear on the ballot together with the choice of"No Organization."

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193.27)

3.12.290 - Election—Cost.

The cost of conducting an election shall be borne by the county.

(Ord. 548-A-1, § 1, 1974; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.28)

3.12.300 - Certification following election.

The commission shall certify as a certified employee organization, that organization, if any, receiving a majority
of ballots cast in a valid election. In the event that a majority of such ballots cast is for no organization, the
commission shall certify that no certified employee organization represents the employees within the representation
unit. If none of the choices on the ballot receives a majority of the ballots cast, a runoff election shall be held
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between the choices receiving the two highest numbers ofvotes. The commission shall certify as the certified
employee organization for the representation unit, the choice receiving the majority vote in a valid runoff election or
shall certify that no certified employee organization represents the employees within the representation unit.

(Ord. 548-A-1, § 1, 1974; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193.29)

3.12.310 - Unfair election practices.

Unfair practices charges made during an election shall besubmitted to the commission for determination.

(Ord. 581, § 5, 1976; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;priorcode, § 193.30)

3.12.320 - Certified employee organization rights.

Upon request, a certified employee organization shall have the right to meet and confer in good faith with
appropriate levels of county management regarding wages, hours, and other terms and conditions of employment
for its representation unit, within the scope of representation.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;prior code, § 193.31)

3.12.330 - Scope of representation.

The scope of representation shall include all matters relating to employment conditions and employer-employee
relations, including but not limited towages, hours and other terms and conditions of employment, except, however,
that the scope of representation shall not include the consideration of the areas enumerated as exclusive county
rights in Section 3.12.060. Acertified employee organization shall have the right to represent all employees included
in a unit the organization represents. The certified employee organization shall be given the opportunity to be
represented at formal discussions between management and employees or employee representatives concerning
grievances, personnel policies and practices, or other matters affecting working conditions of employees in the
representation unit.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193.32)

3.12.340 - Advance notice—Proposed actions.

Except in cases of emergency, each certified employee organization affected shall be given reasonable written
notice of any ordinance, rule, resolution or regulation directly relating to matters within the scope of representation
proposed to be adopted by the county and shall be given the opportunity to meet with the appropriate management
representatives prior to adoption. For the purposes of such notification, the published agenda of the board of
supervisors, the board of retirement and the civil service commission will suffice for notice of proposed actions by
those bodies. This form of notification, however, will not be deemed sufficient where the agenda item is so phrased
as to not indicate the full and true nature ofthe matter to be considered. In cases ofemergency when county
management determines that an ordinance, rule, resolution or regulation must be adopted immediately without
prior notice or meeting with the certified employee organization, county management shall provide such notice and
opportunity to meet at the earliest practicable time following the adoption of such ameasure. It is the obligation of
the certified employee organization to provide the management representative with the name and mailing address
of the organization's representative who is to receive all notices together with the local street address to which
notices may be delivered.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.33)
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3.12.350 - Representatives—Meeting attendance.

Certified employee organizations may have a reasonable number ofemployees who serve as official
representatives released from work without loss ofcompensation when meeting and conferring with management
representatives where matters within the scope ofrepresentation are being considered. Such certified employee
organizations shall submit a list of such employees including their titles and departments to the management
representative and departments concerned in advance of the meeting. The use of county time for this purpose shall
not be excessive, nor shall it interfere with the performance of county services as determined by the county.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;priorcode, § 193.34)

3.12.360 - Representatives—Access to employees.

A. Authorized representatives ofcertified employee organizations shall be allowed reasonable access to
employees of the unit at their work locations during the working hours of the employee concerned for the
purpose of processing grievances provided that the work of the employee and the service to the public are not
unduly impaired. The authorized representative shall give advance notice to the department head or his
designated representative when contacting departmental employees during the duty period of the employees.

B. Solicitation for membership or other internal employee organization business or campaigning shall only be
conducted during the nonduty hours of all employees concerned.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193.35)

3.12.370 - Employee organization—County facilities use.

County facilities shall be available to certified employee organizations as follows:

A. County Buildings. Certified employee organizations may be granted the use of county facilities for meetings
composed of county employees provided such meetings are held outside regularly scheduled working
hours for the group which is meeting and provided space can be made available without interfering with
county needs. Certified employee organizations desiring the use of county facilities for such meetings shall
obtain the permission of the delegated county official for use of such facilities.

B. Bulletin Boards. Space shall be made available to certified employee organizations for locating bulletin
boards within the county only at such facilities where the certified employee organization has members and
provided such use does not interfere with the needs of the various departments. Notices shall be dated and
shall identify the certified employee organization representative responsible for their issuance. The
employee organizations will be responsible for insuring that material posted is of current interest and that
out-of-date material is removed in a timely manner. The county, through the management representative,
reserves the right to remove materials out-of-date or not within the scope of representation after
consultation with the employee organization which posted it.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193.36)

3.12.380 - Employee payroll deductions.

A. Acertified employee organization shall have the exclusive right among employee organizations to payroll
deduction for its members in any representation unit for which it is the duly certified representative. Regular
dues and employee benefit program costs may be deducted from the employee's individual paycheck, provided,
however, that existing county equipment can handle the additional deductions. Payroll deductions shall be
made only upon the revocable written authorization ofthe individual employee.
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B. Where a certified representative is a joint council consisting of two or more registered organizations, the joint
council may request that deductions be made to the designated registered organizations in accordance with
their respective dues structures.

(Ord. 548-A-2, §2, 1974; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;prior code, § 193.37)

3.12.390 - Decertification.

Arequest for decertification of a certified employee organization or for certification of an employee organization
other than that organization currently certified, must be accompanied by proofof employee approval ofat least
thirty percent ofthe employees within the representation unit. The commission may also initiate a decertification
proceeding because ofsubstantial changes in county functions, organizational structure orjob classifications within
the unit. Proceedings under this section shall not be instituted soonerthan one year following certification ofan
employee organization as the exclusive representative for a unit. Thereafter such petitions may only befiled during a
one-calendar-month-period beginning seven full calendar months prior to the expiration date of the representation
unit's memorandum of understanding, or during the period where the memorandum of understanding has expired
and there is no successor memorandum or agreed-to extension of the current memorandum.

(Ord. 618, § 5, 1980; Ord. 548-A-2, §3,1974; Ord. 548-A-1, § 1, 1974; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.50)

3.12.400 - Impasse—Used when.

Impasse procedures shall be used only when all other attempts at reaching an agreement through meeting and
conferring in good faith have been unsuccessful. When an impasse has been reached, the parties may mutually
agree to request the assistance of a mediator from the California State Conciliation Service orany other source
mutually agreed upon. All mediation shall be private. The mediator shall make no public recommendations or take
any public position concerning the issues.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;prior code, § 193.60)

3.12.410 - Impasse—Fact finding.

If an impasse continues after mediation, if any, the parties may mutually agree to use fact finding only where
factual matters are in dispute. If fact finding is used, the following shall apply:

A. The parties shall instruct the fact finder on the specific facts they want ascertained;
B. The fact finder's findings initially shall be confidential, without recommendation, and shall be submitted

directly to the parties concerned;
C. The parties shall attempt to reach an agreement by meeting and conferring in good faith on the basis of the

fact finder's findings;

D. If the parties have not reached an agreement after seven days, or a mutually agreed later date, they shall
submit their positions on the unresolved issues with a copy of the fact finder's findings to the county board
of supervisors.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;prior code, § 193.61)

3.12.420 - Mediation—Cost.

The costof mediation and fact-finding proceedings shall be borne equally among all parties involved.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193.62)

about:blank 2/10/2015
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3.12.430 - Unfair employee relations practices—County.

It shall be unfair employee relations practice for the county to:

A. Interfere with, restrain or coerce employees in the exercise of the rights recognized or granted in this
chapter;

B. Dominate or interfere with the formation of any employee organization or contribute financial support to it
provided that the county may permit the use of county facilities, make dues deductions, and permit
employees who are officers or representatives of employee organizations to confer with county officials
during working hours without loss oftime or pay, subject to applicable regulations;

C. Refuse to meet and confer with representatives ofcertified employee organizations on matters within the
scope of representation during the periods prescribed by this chapter;

D. Refuse or fail to cooperate with any duly designated mediators or fact-finders;

E. Violate any section of this chapter.
(Ord. 618, § 6, 1980; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.70)

3.12.440 - Unfair employee relations practices—Employees, organizations or agents.

It shall be unfair employee relations practice for employees or employee organizations ortheir agents to:

A. Interfere with, restrain or coerce employees in the exercise ofthe rights recognized orgranted in this
chapter;

B. Refuse to meet and confer with county officials on matters within the scope ofrepresentation when the
employee organization involved has been recognized as the certified representative;

C. Refuse or fail to cooperate with any duly designated mediators or fact-finders;
D. Engage in a strike, slow-down or work stoppage of any kind against the county;
E. Violate any section of this chapter.

(Ord. 618, §7, 1980; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.71)

3.12.450-Violations.

Charges of violations of Sections 3.12.430 or 3.12.440 may be initiated by amanagement representative, by a
representative of acertified employee organization, or by an individual employee or group of employees. Such
charges shall be filed in writing with the commission. Each charge so filed shall be processed in accordance with the
rules anal regulations of the commission.

A. If the commission's decision is that the county has engaged inan unfair employee relations practice, the
commission shall request ofthe county that it take appropriate corrective action.

B. If the decision is that an employee(s) or employee organization or its agents, has engaged in an unfair
employee relations practice, the commission shall request the offending party to take appropriate
corrective action or, dependent upon the gravity of the violation, may elect to impose penalties, including
but not limited to:

1. Reduction of the percentage of petitioning employees required for decertification as provided for in
Section 3.12.390; or

2. Decertification of an employee organization.

(Ord. 581, §5, 1976; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; prior code, § 193.72)

, ,. , 2/10/2015
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3.12.460-Appeals.

Any action taken by the commission under Section 3.12.450 may be appealed to the board of supervisors.

(Ord. 581, §5, 1976; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;prior code, § 193.73)

3.12.470 - Administration.

The director of personnel services is designated as the county's management representative whose duty it shall
be to meet and confer in good faith regarding wages, hours, and other terms and conditions of employment in an
attempt to reach agreement with representatives ofcertified employee organizations, and consult with registered
employee organizations. The county's management representative is authorized to delegate these duties and
responsibilities.

(Ord. 01-014, § 3; Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;priorcode, § 193.80)

3.12.480 - Rules and regulations.

The county administrative officer is authorized to establish rules and procedures to carry out the intent of this
chapter. He also has the authority for the administrative interpretation of this chapter. Interpretations made by the
county administrative officer are subjectto appeal to the county board of supervisors.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973;prior code, § 193.81)

3.12.490 - Construction.

A. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to deny any person, employee or employee organization the rights
granted by federal and state laws.

B. The rights, powers and authority of the board of supervisors and civil service commission and the rights of
employee organizations in all matters, including the right to maintain any legal action, shall not be modified or
restricted by this chapter.

C. The provisions of this chapter are not intended to conflict with, nor shall they be construed in a manner
inconsistent with, the provisions of Chapter 10, Division 4, Title 1of the Government Code of the state of
California (Sections 3500 et seq.) as amended.

(Ord. 548, § 1, 1973; priorcode, § 193.85)

about:blank
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County of Fresno
DEPARTMENT OF PERSONNEL SERVICES

BETH BANDY
DIRECTOR

DATE: December 23, 2014

TO: Impacted Department Heads
All Registered and Certified Organizations

FROM: Carlos Cortes, Personnel Services Manager

SUBJECT: Petition for Decertification/Certification - Representation Unit 2

Avalid petition has been filed by the Fresno County Public Safety Association (FCPSA)
requesting the decertification of SEIU - Local 521 as the exclusive representative for
Representation Unit 2 - Sheriff's and Probation Personnel. Additionally, FCPSA is
requesting that it be certified as the exclusive representative for Unit 2. The following job
classifications are included in this unit:

Child Support Assistant
Child Support Officer l/ll/lll/Senior
Collections Officer

Correctional Officer l/ll/lll/IV/Trainee
Investigative Technician
Juvenile Correctional Officer l/ll/Senior
Probation Technician l/ll

Process Server

Program Technician l/ll
Security Officer l/ll

In accordance with the Employee Relations Ordinance, department heads are required to
post, until January 22, 2015, copies of this memorandum in places where employees
represented by Unit 2 have access.

Additionally, any registered or certified organization wishing to be placed on the election ballot
for the purpose of determining the exclusive representative for Unit 2 must submit a petition to
Labor Relations accompanied by proof of employee approval (i.e. at least 10% of the
employees in Unit 2) by Thursday, January 22, 2015. SEIU - Local 521, as the current
certified representative, will be on any election ballot that may result from FCPSA's petition for
decertification/certification.

If anyone has questions regarding this notice, please contact me at600-1840.

cc: Beth Bandy, Director of Personnel Services

2220 Tulare Street 16th Floor, Fresno, California 93721
FAX (559) 455^1791 www.co.fresno.ca.us

Administration 600-1800
Employment Services 600-1830
Labor Relations 600-1840

Employee Benefits 600-1810
Employment Verification 600-1820
Risk Management 600-1850

Equal Employment Opportunity Employer
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PAT^iCiAA DAVIS

AlAN G CROWlEY
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EMIU RICH
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CONCEFCiC'NE LOZANC-BATiSTA
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K£R.ANNE R STEELE ••
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EZE*lEL D CARDE" ....
VSONiCAT GUIZAR

SHARON A SEOENSTt'N
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WEINBERG, ROGER & ROSENFELD
A Professional Corporation

1001 Marina Village Parkway, Suite 200
Alameda, CA 94501

TELEPHONE (510) 337-1001
FAX (510) 337-1023

January 20. 2015

;IA EMAIL AND OVERNIGHT MAIL

JACOB J. WHITE

SEAND GRAHAM

JOLENE KRAMER

STEPHANIE L WARN.
ANTHONV J *UCCS

ROBERT E SZYKOWNY

MICHAEL D BURSTER
NANCY C HANNA

VINCENT A HARRiNGTOM Of Counsel

PATRICIA M GATES, Of Counsel

ROBERTA 0 PERKINS OfCo^sei

NINAFENDEL. C< Cojnsei

• Admttlaa mHawai.

•• Also admitted in Nevaaa

••• Also admitted m Illinois

• ••* Also admitted iti New Yoik

Mr. Carlos Cortes

Personnel Services Manager
Labor Relations

County of Fresno
2220 Tulare Street, 16th Floor
Fresno. CA 93721

Mr. John Navarrette - without enclosures

County Administrative Officer
County Administrative Office
County of Fresno
2281 Tulare, Suite 304
Fresno, CA 93721

Re: Service Employees International Union, Local 521
County of Fresno
Challenging Petition in Response to Decertification Petition

Dear Mr. Cortes and Mr. Navarrette:

As you know, we are attorneys for the Service Employees International Union, Local 521 ("SEIU Local
521"), which is the exclusive representative of employees in the County of Fresno ("County") Bargaining
Unit 2 ("Unit 2").

We hereby submit a challenging petition on behalf ofour client, in response to the Fresno County Public
Safety Association's ("FCPSA") decertification petition. (Fresno County Ordinance section 3.12.210).
SEIU Local 521 challenges the appropriateness of the representation unit the FCPSA has requested.
SEIU Local 521 proposes that, instead, Unit 2 be modified to remove Sheriffs Office employees. We
believe that the Sheriffs Office employees should be entitled to a bargaining unit of their own,
comprised solely ofemployees from that department. In other words, we propose to place the following
classifications in a new unit that is represented by SEIU Local 521:

Correctional Officer Trainee

Correctional Officer I

Correctional Officer II

Correctional Officer III

Correctional Officer IV

Process Server

In an abundance of caution, we have enclosed proofof employee approval of at least thirty percent (30%)
ofthe full or part-time regular employees in the existing Unit 2, as well as proof ofemployee approval of
at least thirty percent (30%) ofthe full or part-time regular employees in the petitioned-for unit that

LOS ANGELES OFFICE
600 Wilshire Boulevard, Su le 1320

Los Angeles. CA 90017-2607
TEL 213 380 2344 FAX 213 443 5098

SACRAMENTO OFFICE

428 J Street, Suite 520

Sacramento, CA 95B14-2341
TEL 916 443 B600 FAX 916.442 0244

HONOLULU OFFICE

Union Plaza

1136 Union Mall, Suite 402
Honolulu, HI 96813-4500

TEL 808 528 8880 FAX 808 528 888!



Mr. Carlos Cortes and Mr. John Navarrette

January 20, 2015
Page 2itv

would be comprised solely ofSheriffs Office employees. (Rule 3.12.210's phrase "within such
proposed modified unit" is susceptible to more than one interpretation. So are the phrases "in
classifications to be affected by the modification" and "in the affected classifications," which appear in
Fresno County Ordinance section 3.12.240.) Our proof ofemployee approval takes the form ofsigned
and dated employee authorization cards. (See Fresno County Ordinance section 3.12.250(B)(2).)1

We believe that the petitioned-for unit comprised solely of Sheriffs Office employees is the largest
feasible group of employees having an identifiable community of interest.

You arc prohibited from sharing the enclosed proof ofemployee approval with FCPSA, orwith any other
entity.

Please contact me immediately if you have questions regarding this challenging petition. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Kerianne R. Steele"" /

KRS:sm

opeiu 3 atl-cio(l)
Enclosures in overnight mail copy only:

Proof ofEmployee Approval - Correctional Officers classes and Process Servers
Proof of Employee Approval - all other Unit 2 classifications

cc: Beth Bandy, Director of Personnel Services (w/out enclosures)
Catherine Basham, Senior Deputy County Counsel (w/out enclosures)

137825/79470.1

We have redacted the employees1 social security numbers.
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S21 EMPLOYEAUTHORIZATION FOR PAYROL- DEDUCTION
OF SEIU MEMBERSHIP ORSERVICE FEES:
FOR SEIU-REPRESENTED EMPLOYEES OF

COUNTY OFFRESNO or

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA. CQTINTY OF FRESNO

County Use Only
Date/Initials

EnqJlbyee'sJSpptel;Security Vam\ia"(OpUom\)

EmployeesE-Mail Address (Opiformlj

C6ntact?hon.e: Work Location" W6r)c:Siorie:

AS ACONDITION OF EMPLOYMENT, YOU MUST SELECT ONEOF'THE.W%™*?^
RETURN THIS FORM TO THE COUNTY OF FRESNO PAYROLL DEPARTMENT

WITHIN (30) THIRTY WORKING DAYS.

(Ifthisform is not completedproperly andreturned, the union Ml notifyyour employer to commence
andcontinue apayroll deduction equal to the servicefeefrom your regularpay warrant.)

(Please Check One)

Ta UNION MEMBERSHIP. Entitles employee to union representation in his/her employment
/relationship with the County of Fresno or the Superior Court of California, County ofto Entitles the

employee to foil membership rights including the right to attend ail meetings, hold office, and vote.
Entitles the employee tofull membership benefits.
• SERVICE FEE. Entitles employee to union representation in his/her employment relationship
with the County of Fresno or the Superior Court of California, County of Fresno mtad>mm
membership. Does not entitle the employee to the rights and benefits ofunion membership. The amount
can change based upon information provided to the employer by SEIU Local 521.
An option may be made ifyou are amember ofabonafide religious body or sect which ^ftoricaUyheld coicientZs objection to Joining or financially supporting apuU^^
stale law. ifyou belleveyou may qualify, you shall be permitted to ^/.c^toW^?^S°S2theservicefee to one (1) ofthe entities identified on the "Claimfor Religious Exemption form (available
from your union office).

Ihave read theforegoing andIhereby authorize the County ofFresno or the ^Z^T^cSIndCounty ofFresno to deductfrom my wages an amount to cover payment ofmembership or servicefe^jnd
pay over such fees to SEIU Local 521 representing my classification or, 'f f^lefora religious
vemption, to an authorized chvttyJ^Wto the adjustment ofsuchfee to reflect any change as may
hereafter be established by^SE™'* ~''*J*'3J—

Employee's Signature

Kffi«^^
Office.

ToBt Completed by theUnion

Amount Deducted:
Union Authorization:^

SEP 09 £0n

Local 521 County of Fresno Application
achopeiu29 afl-cio

MlA.^



si*

EMPLOYEE AUTHORIZATION FOR PAYROXL DFJUCTION
OF SEIU MEMBERSHIP OR SERVICE FEES:

FOR SEIU-REPRESENTED EMPLOYEES OF

rniiNTY OF FRESNO

County Use Only
Date/Initials

*sfk*--"* Social^ecurittNumber(Optional)

Employee's E-MailAddress (Optional)

WorlfLocatidn Work Phono
ContactPhone; EmployeeNumber

(PleaseCheckOne) .

PUNTON MEMBERSHIP. En*,* ^»»«»fe^i£|SSS

and

v EmployeeYSJgna&Mi "

initiation fees. Please return thisapplication to the Payroll uepanm PROCESSED

Amount Deducted;,,
Union Authorization:—gg|U-l=0GAL-52t



LOCAL 535 SERVICE EMPLOYEES INTERNATIONAL UNION, LOCAL 535

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/PAYROLL AWpilZ^ON

disburse same toSEIU Local 535

SIGNATURE

U

,„„,„, **m SOU L»l 535 ,o repress ™. -* »« "-* «— - <""** ™̂ ""USnSo w,B«s, houn, and other conditions^V-.
he«by »**. „ empiove, to dednc. ta, „waEe, ft. •»* - m, does, fee, o, — - *

DATE: t-i'Ob_
CERTIFIED BY
SEIU LOCAL 535 CERTIFIED BY

SEIU LOCAL 535



NAMEJ

3. BARGUNIT

lep^MT^r^'lsW^
EMPLOYEE REPRESENTATIVE AUTHORIZATION CARD

2. JOB TITLE..

County Use

^Q2JZ&C770M^-L £^ftCBJY Date/lnitia(S

-....• 5. SOC.SEC.#>
ReaaGtecl

6. Pay Check Date To Begin/End Deduction.

Completedby Union

_^ 7.Amount. .[':%

PLEASE READ

Py' x 10 DEDUCTION OPTIONS (Check One) ..
9. STATUS (Check One) • r—^-,-lchoosetobecome amember

Ichoose NOT to become amember or pay aservice fee

Ielectto paya service fee

V" NEW

CANCEL

CHANGE

FCAC-S8 (6/97)

COMPLETE BOTH SIDPS OF THIS CARD
«g^j>»

i^Pfiggg^Sbfi^ip^L
TheCounty MAY release myaddress tomy union/association. (It will be released to no one else).

PRINT ADDRESS

The County may NOT release my address.

he certified exclusive employee representative for this unit is:^

"City

CERTIFIED BY
SEIU LOCAL 635

State ZIP

.MPORTANT - PLEASE READTHE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH BEFORE SIGNING BELOW.
„mlw rm, Ghature below authorizes the deduction of any amounts voted forunderstand that, if Ihave opted to become a/"jS^fSsS3Snerat ;mem»!iip me^#and. mmMMursuant to the provisions ^^^^^M^^^^Si^mmmmm^m$mm
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Unit Determination Pursuant to ERO

Petition to modify existing
representation unit

ERO 3.12.240

Petition to establish new unit and certify
exclusive employee representative

ERO 3.12.180

ERO 3.12.190

ERO 3.12.250

Personnel verifies petition is consistent with ERO
1) Timely
2) Sufficient proof of employee approval
3) Signatures verified

Yes

Notify all registered &certified employee organizationsand
post notice for 30 days

ERO 3.12.200

ERO 3.12.280, if certification of new unit requested

\
Yes K-

Challenge by another employeeorganization with proof
_of employee approval of 30% or challenge by current

certified organization in a Unit Modification?
ERO 3.12.210

ERO 3.12.240(B)

Petition

withdrawn after

challenge

Petitioner notified of

challenge; petitioner can
either withdraw or modify
petition or request hearing

ERO 3.12.210 OR

ERO 3.12.230(B)

/ Civil Service \
/ Commission certifies \
/ Employee Organization \
j orcertifies that no
I employee organization
\ represents the Unit
\ ERO 3.12.300 .

Election

conducted by
State Mediation

and Conciliation

Service

ERO 3.12.270

ERO 3.12.280

Yes

Yes X-

Challenge by County
management rep based
on Representation Unit
Criteria (ERO 3.12.180)

or Unit less than 5%

ERO 3.12.230 (B & C)

Hearing before the Civil
Service Commission

ERO 3.12.220 &/or

ERO 3.12.230 (B & C)

Requires
Establishment of

New Unit?
-* No

Petitioner notified \

petition is inconsistent j
with ERO

Mgt Rep
recommends

approval to Civil
Service Commission

ERO 3.12.230(A)

No further action

required; Unit is
modified
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Decertification/Certification of an Established Represention Unit

Decertification/Certification Petition j

Petition to decertify current employee representative and
certify newemployee representative

ERO 3.12.390

ERO 3.12.250

Petition Verification

Personnel verifies petition is consistent with ERO:
1) Timely
2) Sufficient proof ofemployee approval
3) Signatures verified

Yes

Notice

Notice mailed to all certified & registered employee
i organizations and posted for 30days in impacted

departments toallow any other employee organizations
jwhich submit proof of employee approval of at least 10%
j to appear on secret ballot election (current certified
j employee organization automatically on ballot)

I ERO 3.12.280

Election

Election conducted by State Mediation and Conciliation
Service in order to determine exclusive employee

representative for the existing bargaining unit

ERO 3.12.270

ERO 3.12.280

ERO 3.12.290

ERO 3.12.300

Flection Results

Current Certified Employee Organization wins the
election?

No

Certification

Civil Service Commission certifies new employee
organization or that no certified organization represents

the bargaining unit

ERO 3.12.300

Petitioner notified^
. i petition is
A inconsistent with

\ ERO


