26 & "35
g Q819443035
From: Isaura Macias <isaura.macias85@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, August 13, 2025 2:05 PM
To: Clerk/BOS
Cc: District 4
Subject: Urgent Community Concern: Oppose Policy No. 80 & “In God We Trust” Signage
CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK
| Report Suspicious

Dear Members of the Board,

| am writing to voice my strong opposition to two items currently before the Board: the proposed
installation of “In God We Trust” signage in the Board chambers and the adoption of Administrative
Policy No. 80.

Regarding the signage: While | understand that the phrase “In God We Trust” is the national motto,
incorporating overtly religious language into government spaces is exclusionary. Our chambers should
reflect the full diversity of Fresno County’s population, including people of many faiths and those of no
religious affiliation. Public institutions should represent all constituents equally and remain secular in
order to uphold the First Amendment and foster an inclusive environment.

I am also deeply concerned about the adoption of Administrative Policy No. 80. This policy, as proposed,
would require Board approval for any departmental spending on community events, regardless of
amount, and would impose prohibitions on the types of events or programs the County may participate
in or fund. This is a direct response to Supervisor Garry Bredefeld’s expressed opposition to the
Department of Public Health’s participation in Pride events — events where vital outreach services,
including access to health resources and prophylactics, are provided to vulnerable communities.

The policy’s vague language and the fact that the process details will be developed through an internal
administrative directive — which will not be available to the public — are troubling. This lack of
transparency raises serious concerns about accountability and public oversight.

Ifimplemented, Policy No. 80 could significantly disrupt the delivery of essential services and outreach
by adding unnecessary bureaucracy, delaying action, and enabling the Board to block participation in
events based on political or ideological bias — even when such participation is aligned with department
missions and public health mandates. It could also result in higher costs to the County due to increased
staff time and administrative burdens.

| urge you to reject both the proposed signage and Administrative Policy No. 80. These actions would
undermine the County’s commitment to equity, transparency, and efficient governance.

Thank you for your time and attention to these important matters.






From: noreply@opencities.com

Sent: Thursday, August 14, 2025 2:19 PM
To: Clerk/BOS
Subject: Contact Clerk of the Board Form Submitted

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK -
Report Suspicious

Form Submission - Contact Clerk of the Board

Name: Steven Ragnetti
Email Address: stevenragnetti@gmail.com

Subject: Tuesday August 19th 2025 Board of Supervisors Agenda #6

Message:

In opposition to Item 6. Supervisor Bredefeld should not be pushing religion into politics once again. He
did this at the Fresno City Council, and now he's trying to do it here. Performative, and a waste of money.
Please remind him what separation of church and state is.












[tem #6
8/19/25 BOS Meeting

From: Rachel Youdelman <rachel27 @berkeley.edu>
Sent: Monday, August 18, 2025 9:43 AM

To: Clerk/BOS

Subject: Fwd: Opposition to Aug 19 Agenda ltem 6

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK

Report Suspicious

I am forwarding this email per the error message re the invalidity of the
"BOScomments@fresnocountyca.gov" address.

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Rachel Youdelman <rachel27@berkeley.edu>

Date: Mon, Aug 18, 2025 at 9:38 AM

Subject: Opposition to Aug 19 Agenda Item 6

To: Magsig, Nathan <nmagsig@fresnocountyca.gov>, BOSComments
<BOScomments@fresnocountyca.gov>

Supervisor Magsig:

I'm writing as your constituent regarding the proposed installation of a religious sign
inside the BOS meeting chamber (Aug 19 2025, Agenda Item 6).

As yet another solution in search of a problem, it is unnecessary in every way. I strongly
oppose the unwarranted expense, particularly considering the current county budget
deficit, not to speak of the already surplus religious sentiment of the fervent evangelical
invocations which precede every meeting.

National motto or not, many find it objectionable, and no sufficient justification has been
made for plastering it on the chamber wall, other than "it's the national motto," "it's not
illegal," and "others have done it."

Rachel Youdelman, Clovis 93612

Rachel Youdelman
rachel27@berkeley.edu




[tem #6
8/19/25 BOS Meeting

From: noreply@opencities.com

Sent: Monday, August 18, 2025 7:32 AM

To: Clerk/BOS

Subject: Contact Clerk of the Board Form Submitted

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK

Form Submission - Contact Clerk of the Board

Name: Ron Champ
Email Address: Buzzter1@yahoo.com

Subject: In God We Trust display

Message:

Report Suspicious

| object to requiring In God We Trust to be displayed at all county supervisory meetings. There are more

issues facing Fresno that need to be addressed.



[tem #6
8/19/25 BOS Meeting

From: noreply@opencities.com

Sent: Sunday, August 17, 2025 8:38 AM

To: Clerk/BOS

Subject: Contact Clerk of the Board Form Submitted

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK

Form Submission - Contact Clerk of the Board

Name: Kyle M
Email Address: Noneofyourbusiness@gmail.com

Subject: Separation of Church and State

Message:

Report Suspicious

Why the actual fuck is one of our elected governmental officials wanting to put “ In God We Trust” in the
chambers of this Board? What if some of the people that this chamber represents choose to not believe
in God? What would that tell them? Fresno is screwed with fascist leaders like these.



[tem #6
8/19/25 BOS Meeting

From: noreply@opencities.com

Sent: Saturday, August 16, 2025 11:52 PM

To: Clerk/BOS

Subject: Contact Clerk of the Board Form Submitted

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK -
Report Suspicious

Form Submission - Contact Clerk of the Board

Name: Michael Banti
Email Address: mbanti@gmail.com

Subject: "In God We Trust" in Fresno County Chambers with upcoming agenda item

Message:

Why does Bredefeld feel the need to push his religions agenda on everyone else? There are more
important things that this county needs to worry about and all he can dois this? Please let this not be
ratified. This violates the First Amendment with freedom of religion.



[tem #6
8/19/25 BOS Meeting

From: noreply@opencities.com

Sent: Saturday, August 16, 2025 5:36 PM

To: Clerk/BOS

Subject: Contact Clerk of the Board Form Submitted

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK

Form Submission - Contact Clerk of the Board

Name: Theo Hobbs
Email Address: theo_hobbs@hotmail.com

Subject: Adding God Reference

Message:

Report Suspicious

This is not at all appropriate. It's that simple. Religious beliefs should not be posted on the wallin the

boardroom.



[tem #6
8/19/25 BOS Meeting

From: noreply@opencities.com

Sent: Saturday, August 16, 2025 8:16 AM

To: Clerk/BOS

Subject: Contact Clerk of the Board Form Submitted

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK

Form Submission - Contact Clerk of the Board

Name: Kelsey Duncanson
Email Address: kelseyjduncanson@gmail.com

Subject: Aug 19th number 9 on the agenda

Message:

Report Suspicious

Gerry Bredefeld’s agenda item 9 to add “in god we trust” is a clear violation of separation of church and
state. One Fresno encompasses many religious and non religious beliefs. This would not be One Fresno!



ltem #6
8/19/2025 BOS Meeting

From: dohdoh.lyfe <dohdoh.lyfe@proton.me>

Sent: Monday, August 18, 2025 12:30 PM

To: Clerk/BOS

Subject: Regarding Aug. 19th Board Meeting. Urgent
Attachments: FADB9E55-D868-4E08-B574-AB9A22EEBODE.jpg

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK

Report Suspicious

Greetings,

We are a group of mostly retired professionals and life-long Fresno
County residents. We participate in a variety of groups with other
professionals doing good works for the community at large. We do this
in our city, for our city, for all its people.

We are deeply concerned with an item on your agenda that is coming up
which, many of us believe, is antithetical to the spirit of community as
well as divisive.

The vote we refer to is on the upcoming Aug. 19th agenda.
We are strongly encouraging our elected board members to vote NO on
[tem #6.

We strongly believe that Garry Bredefeld’s reason for introducing this
item is not about displaying the motto:

"serve as a unifying statement, expressing trust in higher ideals and
reinforcing the County's commitment to foundational principles such as
justice, liberty, and service to the people.”

It is more about him pushing his religious and political beliefs onto
a heterogeneous body of people’s, as evidenced by his obsession with



Pride Month and limiting which holidays county employees can and
cannot celebrate, amongst a litany of other things.

Our groups come from many faiths and some with none, but each
individuals belief system is personal and woven together into the fabric
of this city, strengthening our community.

We ask, which God does Mr. Bredefeld want us to put our trust in? His
God we presume.

There are just too many Gods involved in this community and we
wonder if they will all have a say at this meeting and whether their
creed will also be written for all to see and read.

We still have freedom of religion and, freedom from religions. We have
no problem with people praying to their own God in their home or
Church. But we cannot tolerate one man’s attempt to force a

singular religion down our community’s throats. Much blood was shed
and lives lost in the pursuit of our rights to be free of tyrants, even at the
local level of governance.

We urge the esteemed board members to vote a resounding NO on Item
6. To spend district money on an obvious political play would be a gross
miscarriage.

Let sense and reason carry the day. Not theatre and grandstanding.

Thank you,

Concerned Citizens of Fresno

Sent from Proton Mail for iOS






ltem #6
8/19/2025 BOS Meeting

From: Christy Tchaparian <christytchaparian@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, August 18, 2025 1:25 PM

To: Clerk/BOS

Subject: public comment, agenda item #6

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK -
Report Suspicious

Public comment in regards to agenda item #6...

| am writing in response to Supervisor Bredefeld's proposal. Adding “In God We Trust” to government
signage sends a message that favors one religious worldview and risks excluding members of our
diverse community, including those of minority faiths or no faith. Public institutions like council and
board chambers belong equally to all of us, and no one should feel like an outsider because of their
beliefs. Our government should foster inclusion and equal belonging, not division. Thank you.





























