Board Agenda Item 25

DATE: January 10, 2017
TO: Board of Supervisors
SUBMITTED BY: Joe Martinez, Chairperson

Fresno County Foster Care Standards and Oversight Committee
SUBJECT: Foster Care Standards and Oversight Committee 2015-2016 Annual Report

RECOMMENDED ACTION(S):

Accept the Fresno County Foster Care Standards and Oversight Committee 2015-2016 Annual Report

ALTERNATIVE ACTION(S):

There is no viable alternative action.

FISCAL IMPACT:

There is no net County cost associated with the recommended action.
DISCUSSION:

In February 2001, your Board established the Fresno County Foster Care Standards and Oversight Committee
(FCSOC). FCSOC'’s mission is to provide oversight for the Department of Social Services, its related agencies
as well as communication to your Board. FCSOC focuses on providing information and recommendations that
will make the Child Welfare Services system more effective and efficient.

The FCSOC 2015-2016 Annual Report is comprised of three subcommittee reports that describe the efforts of
FCSOC in the areas of: 1) foster youth education; 2) children’s mental health; and 3) foster parent recruitment,
development, support, and public relations. During the past year, the Recruitment, Development, and Support
Subcommittee merged with the Public Relations Subcommittee due to similarity and alignment of their
respective Committee goals and activities.

The Education Subcommittee Report highlights FCSOC'’s efforts to ensure that foster youth have sufficient
educational opportunities and supports to complete their high school education. The Mental Health
Subcommittee discusses recent mental health legislation and the collaborative effort between the Departments
of Social Services and Behavioral Health to improve mental health services to foster youth. The Recruitment,
Development, Support, and Public Relations Subcommittee Report describes FCSOC’s activities to improve the
recruitment, retention and support of foster parents, and efforts to raise public awareness regarding foster youth
related issues.

OTHER REVIEWING AGENCIES:

The Annual Report was approved and adopted by the FCSOC on November 23, 2016.

ATTACHMENTS INCLUDED AND/OR ON FILE:
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On file with Clerk - FCSOC 2015-2016 Annual Report
CAO ANALYST:

Ronald Alexander
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