Item 17
1/6/2026 BOS Meeting

From: Ed Williams-Ruffin <ezedwill@gmail.com>

Sent: Thursday, January 1, 2026 4:13 PM

To: District 1 <districtl @fresnocountyca.gov>; District 2 <district2@fresnocountyca.gov>; District 3
<district3@fresnocountyca.gov>; District 4 <districtd@fresnocountyca.gov>; District 5 <district5 @fresnocountyca.gov>
Subject: County Ordinance on Centers For Living

Report Suspicious

Gentlemen, I'll trust that as a member of this community you will carefully read and respond to the
attached letter.

Thank you
Ed Williams-Ruffin



January 1, 2026

Fresno County Board of Supervisors Ed Williams-Ruffin
Brian Pacheco 448 W. Vartikian Ave
Garry Bredefeld Fresno, CA 93704
Luis Chavez 559-709-9117
Buddy Mendes

Nathan Magsig

Dear Board Members,

My name is Ed Williams-Ruffin, and I am writing in support of Centers For Living (CFL) and
their current housing arrangements. I have lived in Fresno for nearly 35 years and have
long supported the work of our County leadership, including my former District 2
Supervisor, Steve Brandau, and his successor, Supervisor Garry Bredefeld, whose
commitment to strong leadership I greatly appreciate.  would also like the district 2
community to know that their former supervisor, Brandau is a staunch supporter and is
actively promoting the positive nature of CFL.

However, | must respectfully oppose the recent rhetoric directed toward CFL and its
housing program for registered sex offenders. I have personally known John Coyle, the
leader of CFL since the home that is the primary focus of this ordinance opened
approximately seven years ago at Gettysburg and Palm. CFL is a faith-based organization,
and both its staff and its residents consistently demonstrate the values they profess.
Nationally, the same-crime recidivism rate for sex offenders is approximately 5%. At CFL
facilities, that rate is 0.38%, they’ve had 1 out of roughly more than 220 individuals who
have been supported through their program. These extraordinarily low numbers reflect the
strength of CFL’s leadership, structure, accountability, and focus on true rehabilitation.

[ have personally witnessed lives being transformed. As an associate minister at one of the
churches these men attend, I have seen many baptized (wearing ankle monitors) and
faithfully worship every Sunday. | have watched them volunteer at church functions and
serve as a vital part of our weekly outreach food ministry. Their participation is consistent,
meaningful, and rooted in genuine change.

[ fully understand Supervisor Bredefeld’s concerns on behalf of his district; I live here as
well. But I ask the Board to consider this: for more than seven years, the Gettysburg location
existed quietly without complaint. Only after a tragic incident (caused not by a CFL resident,
but by a mentally challenged young woman who made a terrible decision involving a
firearm) did complaints such as “cat-calling” or disturbances suddenly arise. This shift does
not reflect the long-standing reality of the home or the men who reside there.

Some of you are Christian men who understand that our faith teaches redemption,
restoration, and the belief that Christ died for all, including the men currently being



scrutinized. I invite each of you to quietly attend one of our church services (camera-free)
or observe the tremendous amount of work these men contribute every Thursday and
Friday during our outreach ministry.

While you are there, you will also witness how our congregation embraces these men as
family, not with fear, but with compassion, accountability, and genuine Christian love. Their
acceptance into our church community is a living testament to the effectiveness of CFL’s
approach and the sincerity of the men’s desire to live changed lives.

What I'm showing you represents only one church and a small group of CFL residents, they
have eight homes. There are more CFL men and women attending multiple churches
throughout Fresno County and living out their transformation in tangible ways.

[ have read and witnessed your statements explaining why some of you oppose CFL, but
what I have not heard is what solution you propose if CFL is not available to these particular
offenders. As a community, are we forced to accept the significantly higher repeat offender
recidivism rates in place of CFL’s proven success?

[ respectfully ask the Board to look beyond fear-based narratives and consider the proven
record of CFL’s leadership, the stability they’ve maintained for seven years, and the genuine
life change taking place daily. These men should not be collectively punished or displaced
when the evidence overwhelmingly supports the effectiveness and safety of CFL’s program.

Thank you for your time, your service, and your willingness to consider this perspective.
Please contact me if you’d like to attend one of our services.

Sincerely,

Ed Williams-Ruffin

Your Loyal Proud Fresno Resident
ezedwill@gmail.com
559709-9117




Item 17
1/6/2026 BOS Meeting

From: Edward Larssen <edwardlarssen37@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, January 2, 2026 9:26 AM

To: Clerk/BOS

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT: Testimony Regarding Item 6 (Housing Ordinance) - From a 2019
CFL Graduate

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK

Report Suspicious

To the Fresno County Board of Supervisors,

My name is Edward Larssen, and | am writing to you from Sacramento. | am a 2019 graduate of the
Centers for Living (CFL) program in Fresno, and | want to share my personal experience with you before
you vote on the proposed housing ordinance.

For 22 years, | lived on the streets. | was caught in a cycle of homelessness that | couldn't break, despite
trying many other programs and organizations. While those other programs were good, they simply
weren't the right fit for my specific needs. CFL was the only place that provided the path | needed to
finally move forward.

I lived at CFL for two and a half years. It wasn't a quick fix; it was a long-term reconstruction of my life.
During that time, the environment was very supportive and "chill," but it was built on real accountability. |
took regular drug tests as a standard part of the program—not because | was being policed, but because
it helped us all stay focused on our recovery.

Eventually, | earned the responsibility of becoming a House Manager. | went from being a man the
system couldn't help for two decades to being a leader responsible for helping other men stay on the

right path.

| graduated when | was ready, on my own accord. Because of that 2.5 years of stability, | am now a tax-
paying resident here in the State Capital. | am no longer a burden on the system; | am a contributor to it.

I am living proof that the CFL model works for the people the rest of the world thinks are "un-helpable." |
ask that you consider my story and the lives of those currently in the program when you cast your vote.

Sincerely,

Edward Larssen CFL Graduate & Former House Manager 916-271-8957



ltem 17
1/6/2026 BOS Meeting

December 29, 2025
Fresno County Board of Supervisors
2281 Tulare Street, Hall of Records, Room 301
Fresno, CA 93721

RE: Breaking the Cycle—The Mission of Centers For Living (CFL)
To the Honorable Members of the Fresno County Board of Supervisors,

My name is Amy Rose Trimmer, and | am the Outreach Coordinator for Centers For Living (CFL). | am
writing to you today with a deep sense of conviction. After praying for a greater purpose in my life, | was
given the opportunity to work for CFL, where | now see firsthand the incredible transformation taking
place in the lives of people striving to better themselves through sober living and accountability.

Setting Clients Up for Success We are all aware of the "broken system" that too often fails our most
vulnerable residents, inadvertently creating a cycle of homelessness and addiction. At Centers For Living,
we provide the solution that the system lacks. We don't just provide a bed; we set our clients up for
long-term success. Unlike programs that offer no direction or follow-through, CFL is the best place for
someone who is serious about becoming a productive member of society.

Accountability and Enrichment Our model is built on high standards. All clients are regularly held
accountable for their actions and participate in enriching activities designed to help them become better,
more contributing members of our Fresno community. Many of these individuals have served their time
and have a genuine heart for change. They want to work, they want to give back, and they want to be
better.

The Mission: Love All, Serve All Our guiding principle is to "Love All, Serve All." We recognize that
every person has made mistakes—but as Jesus said in John 8:7, "Let the person who has not sinned
cast the first stone." Instead of casting stones or judgment, we offer a structured path toward redemption.
When we invest in these second chances, we aren't just helping an individual; we are strengthening the
fabric of Fresno County. We are reducing recidivism, cleaning up our streets, and restoring lives.

| ask that the Board recognize the true purpose of Centers For Living and the vital mission we serve. We
are dedicated to turning lives around and ensuring that every person who enters our program has the
opportunity to be a success story for our county.

Thank you for your time, your leadership, and your commitment to a better Fresno.
Sincerely,
Amy Rose Trimmer

Outreach Coordinator, Centers For Living
amy@centerforliving.org

Centers for Living - 335 E Gettysburg Fresno CA 93704 - 559-809-2936
A safe and sober unigue housing solution for anyone in need - “Love all, Serve all”
www,centersforliving.org
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