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From: Leslie Martinez <Imartinez@leadershipcounsel.org>
Sent: v Tuesday, April 28, 2020 8:23 AM
To: BOSComments
Subject: Agenda ltem 3 - Comments

Regarding the distribution of funds from the CARES Act to the county, we are glad to see that the county is
receiving funds to address the impacts of COVID-19 in Fresno County. The staff report to this item does not
adequately disclose to the public how the County intends to allocate resources or the public process it will use
to make these decisions. The County must be forthcoming, transparent, and ensure that the public can
participate in decision making with respect to federal economic relief efforts. We recommend the County work
with communities, local nonprofits and agencies to establish a public process by which the County will make
decisions to allocate local, state, and federal economic relief dollars.

We also take this opportunity to provide initial recommendations for the use of economic relief dollars based on
our conversations with residents in Fresno County. Our Recommendations include :
¢ Ensure all Fresno County residents have access to COVID-19 Testing and provide emergency
assistance to cover the cost of treatment for lower-income Fresno County Residents
+ Establish a disaster assistance fund for low-income residents who cannot afford their water and/or
wastewater, rent, mortgage, utilities, broadband bills, or groceries.
» Direct resources to local food banks to facilitate and increase the frequency of food distribution in food
deserts, including delivery services for vulnerable populations.
+ Provide for PPE for essential workers and volunteers on the frontline of the pandemic, including
farmworkers, food processing workers, healthcare workers, warehouse workers, and others in essential
sectors. :

Finally, we formaily request that the county provide more information and/or clarify how it will pay for expenses
that are not covered by the CARES Act per statement included on the agendized item.

“Any expenditures disallowed by the CARES Act Coronavirus Relief Fund will be further reviewed for claiming
against other revenue streams up to and including any future FEMA claims the County may file” it is not clear
how the county will bill them.

Leslie Martinez (she/her/hers)

Policy Advocate

Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability
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