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Mission and 
Values 
The mission and function of the SIERRA 
RESOURCE CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
is to take available technical, financial, 
and educational resources, whatever 
their source, and focus or coordinate 
them at the local level, to meet the 
present and future natural resource 
needs of the local land user

Stewardship

Responsibility

Innovation



1957

Sierra RCD Founded 1957: State 
Agency, non-taxing, non-regulatory, 
Special District 

RCDs were first founded after the 
Dust Bowl in the 1930s to bring 
federal and state funding and 
technical assistance to farmers and 
ranchers so that they could 
voluntarily conserve water, soil, and 
wildlife habitat on their land with the 
help of a local and neutral partner.

1930



Our Natural 
Resources-
Conservation
LAND

Agricultural Land Cover = ~ 45% 

Forested Land Cover = ~ 23% 

Urban Areas = ~ 3% (234,800 
acres)

Other 29% variable includes 
surface water and privately-
owned lands (inactive or use 
unknown)

AIR

WATER



Organization: 15 staff 
Funding: ~$12 million
Projects: 27

2023 SRCD Growth and Programs

Clean Air, Clean Water, Healthy Forests, Productive and Regenerative 
Agriculture and Rangelands

1. Forestry and Watershed
2. Agriculture and Rangeland
3. Biomass Utilization 

Programs



KPI Growth 2020-2023

Fire Risk Evaluations 

Projects

Treatment Acres

200% Average Increase of KPI
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Forestry and Watershed 

122% Average Rate of Growth

$781,211.00 

$1,498,031.00 

$6,220,667.00 
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Funding 2021-2023 USFS, DWR, CALFIRE



CWDG: Saving the Sierra’s: 9 Firewise Communities of 
Eastern Fresno County $4.6 million

▪ Whispering Springs

▪ Auberry 

▪ Meadow Lakes

▪ Upper Pineridge 

▪ Shaver Springs

▪ Peterson Road

▪ Crystal Creek 

▪ Squaw Valley

▪ Pinehurst-Miramonte 

HWY 168

HWY 180



Eastern  Fresno 
County
14 upcoming Firewise Communities

Pinehurst-Miramonte and  
Courtright Village as 1st and 2nd

Firewise Communities of Fresno 
County! 

400 acres treated in 2022 and 2023



Creek Fire 
Recovery

Red Cross Project:

Largest Award for Wildfire $475,728 
Rebuilding Grants, Unmet Needs, and Hazard 
Tree Removal. 30 homes rebuilt 

Community Workdays:

From 2020- 2022,  703 volunteers were engaged in 
20 Community Workdays to benefit 65 property 
owners in Creek Fire Recovery

Reforestation:

Arbor Day Foundation supported 150 acres 
reforested. Amount to double in 2024



Community Water 
Systems
-Community Water Testing

-Water System and Watershed Restoration

-Water System Enhancements-SCADA



Agriculture and Rangeland

▪ Technical Support and Funding for Farmers, 
Producers, Ranchers in Soil Health, Water 
Management

▪ San Joaquin Valley Land and Water 
Conservation Collaborative Resource 
Conservation Partnership Program 
(SJVLWCC RCPP) 2021-2026

▪ California’s Underserved and Small 
Producers. African American Farmers, 
Asian Business Institute, Punjabi American 
Growers, Women in Farming.

▪ Drought Relief Grants

▪ Agriculture Planning

▪ Carbon Farm Planning 

▪ Conservation Ag Planning



SJVLWCC RCPP 2021-2026

Layering practices 

= higher ranking

On-farm rechargeCover cropshedgerows

UCANRAFT



Historical Drought Conditions in California 2002-2023 – Drought.gov

Climate Level Impacts
Drought

Wildfire 

Water Quality

Overdraft



Clean Energy Production
Renewable Diesel, Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel, Hydrogen, Graphene, 
Wood Vinegar and Biochar

Biomass Utilization

VRM HumiSoil Technology
Carbon Sequestration 
Creates Water - bacterial photosynthesis

Enlist the marketplace with biotech and reach 
sustainability with a bioeconomy 





Thank You!
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