Agenda item 24

DATE: February 24, 2015
TO: Board of Supervisors
FROM: Alan Weaver, Director M < G aon

Department of Public Works and Planning
SUBJECT:  Alternative Environmental Impact Report Preparation Process

RECOMMENDED ACTION:

Approve revisions to the County’s Regulations and Procedures for the implementation of
the California Environmental Quality Act by adding an Alternative Environmental impact
Report Preparation Process, orginally approved as a pilot program that allows applicants
to select an Environmental Impact Report consultant(s) of their choice from the County’s
approved Environmental impact Report Consultant Master List.

On February 26, 2013, and April 23, 2013, your Board approved a pilot program to allow
applicants the option of selecting an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) consultant(s) of their
choice from the County’s EIR Consultant Master List thus avoiding the standard County Request
for Proposal process in an effort to streamline the EIR consultant selection process. Department
staff is now recommending that this option be permenantly available to County applicants.

ALTERNATIVE ACTION(s):

Your Board can determine not to permanently implement the Alternative EIR Preparation
Process.

FISCAL IMPACT:.

There is no net County cost associated with the recommended action. Costs associated with
implementation of this item would be paid by project applicants.

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE REVIEW o&h& page___ | _of

APPROVED AS RECOMMENDED

Ofilzlai Action of
Boerd of fsors
s

Dep!

UNANIMOUS X BORGEAS MENDES PACHECO PEREA POOCHIGIAN

FC-017 (eForms-0804)



Board of Supervisors
Date: February 24, 2015
Page 2

| 3C1ISSION:

February 26, 2013, staff presented an Agenda ltem to your Board proposing revisions to the
County’s regulations pertaining to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
implementation by adding a one-year pilot program to allow applicants to prepare their own E.
for private development projects, as determined appropriate by your Board. The recommended
pilot program was developed in response to comments received from the development industry
regarding opportunities to enhance and reduce timelines for the County’s enviornmental and
development review process. Specifically, this option was identified in order to streamline the
EIR consultant selection process which currently requires a Request for Proposal (RFP) and the
associated selection/interview and agreement process. Upon consideration, your Board
approved this one-year Alternative EIR Preparation Pilot Program (EIR Pilot Program).

Subsequently, on April 23, 2013, your Board modifed the EIR Pilot program to waive County
Administrative Policy No. 34 (competitive bids) and required retention of the EIR consultant by
Fresno County (in lieu of the applicant) with authority granted to the Director of the Departr nt
of Public Works and Planning, or designee, to execute all reqiured agreements associi :d wil
the EIR Pilot Program. The EIR Pilot Program ill accommodated the applicant’s ability to
select an EIR consultant, but did not allow them to contract with the consultant directly; the
County retained that responsibility pursuant to the exisiting County CEQA procedures.
Contracts are required between the applicant and the County for the applicant to pay for the
consultant services, and the consultant and the County for the preparation of the EIR.

Since implementation of the EIR Pilot Program, one applicant has utilized this option and the
alternative selection process did save a considerable amount of processing time (approximately
six months). While only one EIR has had to be prepared since the implementiaton of the EIR
Pilot Program, staff believes that offering this option on a permanent basis will provide a viable
alternative to the standard RFP process while still maintaining intergrity in the process by still
requiring the County to contract directly with the selected EIR consuitant, and follow the County’s
EIR preparation and public outreach process. Approval of the recommended action to
permanently implement the Alternative EIR Preparation Program will also reqgiure continuation of
the waiver of County Administrative Policy No. 34 (competitive bid) to grant the Director of the
Department of Public Works and Planning, or designee, the authority to execute all required
agreements associated with the Alternative EIR Preparation Program. Please see Exhibit “A”,
Page 8 for the proposed revisions. The existing RFP process will remain as an option for
selecting EIR consultants.

REFERENCE MATERIAL:

BAIl #11, February 26, 2013
BAIl #23, April 23, 2013
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