Items #5 and #11
12/12/2023

From: Cindy Piombino <piombino.cindy2015@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, December 11, 2023 2:26 PM

To: District 1 <districtl@fresnocountyca.gov>

Subject: BOS Meeting

CAUTION!!! - EXTERNAL EMAIL - THINK BEFORE YOU CLICK

Good day, my name is Cindy Piombino and | have been a homeless outreach worker for many years here in Fresno
County. | also am the ministry coordinator for Christ’s Helping Hands.

| would like to comment on how | feel about two items in the agenda for tomorrow’s meeting.

Iltem 5. 1 am in support of deferring that until at least January 1, 2026. | do feel that personal rights will be violated. That
is a concern with the SB 43.

Iltem 11. I am in favor of amending the general plan to rezone for affordable housing in the many locations listed in the
agenda.

Thanks for your time.

Won by One,
Cindy Piombino















County of Fresno

December 11, 2023 Agenda Item
Number:
TO: Board of Supervisors 5
FROM: Amina Flores-Becker, Deputy CAO
SUBJECT: Agenda Item 5 - Defer Implementation of the changes made to California

Welfare & Institutions Code §5008 by Senate Bill 43 Resolution

This memo is being submitted to respond to the following question(s) related to the subject
agenda item scheduled for December 12, 2023.

Question Presented

A summary was requested of the sections of SB 43 that will NOT be deferred through resolution
and will be implemented on January 1, 2024. The staff report identifies that only one section of
SB 43 is being recommended to be deferred through resolution (WIC 5008) and states that the
addition of WIC 5122 and the amended sections of WIC 5350, 5354, 5402, will still take effect
January 1, 2024.

Response
Below is a description of the elements which will not be deferred by the resolution and will take
effect on January 1, 2024:

e WIC 5122 is a new element of the law which allows medical records from an expanded
array of classifications of health professions to be admissible (not hearsay) in
conservatorship proceedings (such as EMTs and pre-licensed therapists)

o This will likely increase conservatorships because expert witnesses can include
information that they read in a patient’s records without the person who wrote the
record having to appear; prior to SB 43 such records would have been
inadmissible as hearsay; WIC 5122 is a hearsay exception.

e WIC 5350 is amended with very minor language change:

o New language - A conservatorship of the estate pursuant to this chapter shall not
be established if a conservatorship or guardianship of the estate exists under the
Probate Code.

o Old language - No conservatorship of the estate pursuant to this chapter shall be
established if a conservatorship or guardianship of the estate exists under the
Probate Code.

e WIC 5354 is amended with minor language change emphasizing that conservatorship is
the last resort:

o New language - The officer providing conservatorship investigation shall
investigate all available alternatives to conservatorship, including, but not limited
to, assisted outpatient treatment pursuant to Section 5346 and the Community
Assistance, Recovery, and Empowerment (CARE) Act program pursuant to
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Section 5978, as applicable, and shall recommend conservatorship to the court
only if no suitable alternatives are available.

o WIC 5402 is amended to expand existing data reporting required by CA Department of
Health Care Services to include reporting of detainments and admissions including 72-
hour evaluations and treatment, 14-day and 30-day periods of intensive treatment, and
180-day post certification intensive treatment, for (A) Danger to self, (B) Danger to
others, (C) Grave disability due to a mental health disorder, (D) Grave disability due to a
severe substance use disorder, (E) Grave disability due to both a mental health disorder
and a severe substance use disorder

o Because SB 43 expands grave disability criteria to SUD, they are looking to
quantify the impacts and want to see Mental Health (MH) and Substance Use
Disorder (SUD) and cooccurring MH/SUD separated out as three different data
points.

o State gets data from counties, so this is an impact to the County.

o Counties that defer implementation of WIC 5008 will report zero for standalone
SUD but will report on MH and cooccurring MH and SUD.
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