










General Description of Boating Safety and Enforcement Programs 

(attachment A) 

The Fresno County Sheriff’s Office Boating Unit is responsible for 

enforcing all Federal, State, and County regulations related to boating and 

water activities on the 11 major waterways within Fresno County.  

Additionally, the Boating Unit is responsible for all water related search and 

rescues, drowned person recoveries, and vessel accident investigations.   

The Boating Unit consists of one Sergeant and two Deputy Sheriffs who 

work year round. The unit hires four additional Deputy Sheriff’s and six 

paid Reserve Deputies for May through September. 

During the summer boating season, Deputy Sheriff’s are paired up with 

Reserve Deputies to patrol the various waterways within the County.  Pine 

Flat Lake, Shaver Lake, and the Kings River are all patrolled with two of 

these 2-person teams.  Oftentimes some of these teams are redeployed to one 

of the eight other waterways frequented by the boating public.  Huntington 

Lake, Wishon Reservoir, Courtwright Reservoir, Edison Lake, Florence 

Lake, Redinger Lake, San Joaquin River and the Mendota Slough are all 

popular destinations for boaters. Each of these waterways are patrolled on an 
as-needed basis depending on events and public activity.    

The Boating Unit is heavily involved in educating the public about water 

safety.  Every year deputies are able to contact thousands of children and 

adults by attending various events, schools, and other functions to promote 

the use of life jackets and safety around water.  The Boating Unit works 

closely with the media and the Water Safety Council of Fresno County to 

educate the public about water safety, the importance of life jackets, and the 

dangers of alcohol and boating.     
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