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now on appeal to the Ninth Circuit. South Bay United Pentecostal Church v. Newsom, No. 3:20-
cv-865 (S.D. Cal. May 15, 2020) (oral transcript ruling). These TRO decisions do not justify
California’s actions. The Abiding Place, Gish, and Cross Culture TRO decisions do not address
the Stage 2 reopening, and South Bay United Pentecostal does not describe why worship services
can be distinguished from schools, restaurants, factories or other places Stage 2 permits people to
come together. Other decisions around the country have followed Lukumi to make clear that
reopening plans cannot unfairly burden religious services as California has done. See, e.g.,
Robert v. Neace, No. 20-5465 (6th Cir. May 11, 2020).

Religion and religious worship continue to be central to the lives of millions of
Americans. This is true now more than ever. Religious communities have rallied to protect their
communities from the spread of this disease by making services available online, in parking lots,
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Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. Should you wish to discuss further,
please contact United States Attorney for the Eastern District of California McGregor Scott at
(916) 554-2730 or megregor.scott{@usdoj.gov.

Sincerely,

05/19/2020

Eric S. Dreiband

McGregor W. Scott Assistant Attorney General
United States Attorney Civil Rights Division

Eastern District of California

Nicola T. Hanna
United States Attorney
Central District of California

David L. Anderson
United States Attorney
Northern District of California

Robert S. Brewer
United States Attorney
Southern District of California

cc: The Honorable Xavier Becerra
Attorney General of California



