






DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIVISION 
2220 Tulare Street, Sixth Floor / Fresno, California 93721 / Phone (559) 600-4497 / 600-4022 / 600-4540 / FAX 600-4200 

The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING 
STEVEN E. WHITE, DIRECTOR 

Planning Commission Staff Report 
Agenda Item No. 7 
July 21, 2016 

SUBJECT: 2015 General Plan Annual Progress Report 

STAFF CONTACT: Mohammad Khorsand, Senior Planner 
(559) 600-4022 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Review the Annual Progress Report (APR) of the Fresno County General Plan for the 2015 
calendar year and recommend that the Board of Supervisors adopt a Resolution accepting the 
APR and authorize submittal of the APR to the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
(OPR) and the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD).  

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION: 

The review and acceptance of the General Plan Annual Progress Report is not a project under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). It is the type of activity that is Categorically 
Exempt, Class 6 (Informational Collection) based on Section 15306 of the CEQA Guidelines. 

BACKGROUND/DISCUSSION: 

California law requires the County to adopt a comprehensive, long-term General Plan to guide 
the physical development of the unincorporated areas and to accommodate growth while 
protecting the County’s natural resources.  As the basis for local government decision-
making, the General Plan includes goals and policies by which projects are analyzed 
against and necessary actions to be taken to achieve the overall vision for the County. 

The General Plan must include seven mandated elements, as required by State law (land use, 
circulation, housing, noise, safety, conservation, and open space). Additional elements of 
special and unique concern to a local government, including economic development, air quality, 
historic resources, parks and trails, and public facilities and finance, may be included as optional 
elements. 

Implementation of the General Plan is the responsibility of various departments in the County as 
well as certain agencies that are not part of the County’s structure but are under contract to 
provide services to the County.  
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State law, Government Code Section 65400, requires that the County submit an APR on the 
status and implementation of the General Plan, including progress made toward the County’s 
share of the Regional Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) to the Board of Supervisors. The 
APR will then be forwarded to OPR and HCD. The APR which is attached to this staff report 
(Attachment 1) contains a report on the status of the General Plan, including the Housing 
Element. The preparation of the APR meets County General Plan Policy LU-H.12, which 
requires annual review of the General Plan.  
 
The purpose of the APR is to inform the Board of Supervisors and the residents of Fresno 
County about the status of implementing the County General Plan, as well as other planning 
activities that have occurred during the reporting period.  State law requires generalized annual 
reporting on General Plan implementation, with specific reporting requirements and forms 
related specifically to the Housing Element.  There is no standardized form or format for the 
General Plan APR. The APR is also not required to incorporate all of the General Plan Elements 
and is not intended to be an elaborate or time-consuming endeavor.  
 
The 2015 APR meets the statutory requirements by law, Government Code Section 65400, and 
reports on key aspects of the County’s General Plan implementation during the calendar year 
2015. The Annual Housing Element progress report is prepared according to the standard 
format prescribed by the State Department of Housing and Community Development and is 
included in the APR as an appendix.  
 
As was mentioned above, prior to submittal of the APR to the State, it must be presented to 
the Board of Supervisors for review and acceptance. Staff is presenting this APR to the 
Planning Commission as an information item prior to presenting it to the Board. 
 
This 2015 APR addresses the following topics: 
 

 A description of major planning activities; 
 

 Information on various types of development applications that were received and 
processed; 

 
 Description of the General Plan Amendments that were received and processed;  

 
 Description of Zoning Code Text Amendments and Zone Changes that were received 

and processed;  
 

 Status of Implementation Programs of each General Plan element; and 
 

 Report of the progress of implementing the Housing Element as prescribed by HCD, 
including an evaluation of the implementation programs (included in the APR as an 
appendix).  

 
Summary: 
 
The 2015 APR is prepared pursuant to Government Code Section 65400 and the adopted 
County General Plan that requires a report to be prepared each year regarding the 
implementation of the General Plan. This APR is prepared based on the guidance provided by 
OPR and reports on key aspects of the County’s General Plan implementation during the 
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calendar year 2015. The Annual Housing Element progress report is prepared according to the 
standard format prescribed by HCD, which is included in the APR as an appendix.  
 
PLANNING COMMISSION MOTIONS: 
 

 Recommend that the Board of Supervisors adopt a Resolution accepting the 2015 APR 
and authorize transmittal of the APR to the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 
and the State Department of Housing and Community Development; and 

 
 Direct the Secretary to prepare a Resolution documenting the Commission’s action. 
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