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Item #6
October 11, 2016

rom: jepartain@comcast.net [mailto:jepartain@comcast.net]
C.nt: Monday, October 10, 2016 12:57 PM
0: Clerk/BOS
Cc: District5 (Office of Supervisor Debbie Poochigian)
Subject: Item #6 - BOS Agenda October 11, 2016

Good afternoon. I'm writing to the Board regarding item #6 on tomorrow's agenda.

| find it troubling that after nineteen years as a County employee, | will be forced to change my health
insurance plans because | will no longer be able to afford the premiums. Just since 2002, they have -
tripled, yet | no longer have my children on my plan. How can it be that back then | was a Paralegal
with a family of four, and | am now a Chief Office Assistant with only my husband on my plan, and yet
| am barely clearing $200 more each pay period? It is outrageous and inexcusable! | can only
surmise part of the issue lies with our partnership with the SJVIA, as | have spoken to several friends
who have the same insurance plan as | (different employer), and yet do not pay anywhere near the
premiums | do. There is something very wrong when an employer paid plan is almost as expensive
as one's mortgage payment.

Something needs to be done for the employees of Fresno County. It is quite telling when only 45% of

the workforce have more than just themselves insured. People simply can't afford to insure their

families! We will continue to lose, and be unable to recruit, additional staff if this is not

addressed. And unfortunately, ten dollars a paycheck isn't going to do it for most of us. The relief

that's needed must be in the form of lower premlums from these insurers, or we need altogether
“fferent insurers. Why is the County staying with insurance companies who continue to raise
emiums to such an extent? How much longer will this be allowed to continue?

Thank you,

Janie Partain

(559) 960-9395
12730 E. Heather Ln.
Clovis, Ca., 93619



