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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF FRESNO
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE MATTER OF SUPPORT OF THE ) RESOLUTION NO 18-169
WATER BOND INITIATIVE ON THE )
NOVEMBER BALLOT )

WHEREAS, The Friant- Kern Canal has lost 60% of its capacity to convey water for both
consumptive uses and groundwater recharge due to subsidence that, unless addressed, will
only continue to get worse and further adversely affect agriculture and those local
communities, including disadvantaged communities, who largely rely on groundwater to serve
their citizens; and

WHEREAS, A ballot initiative has been drafted that would authorize the sale of bonds
and add a new Division 38 to the California Water Code entitled the ';Water Supply and Water
Quality Act of 2018," which would govern how the proceeds of the bonds would be used to
provide for the water needs of people, agriculture and the environment; and

WHEREAS, The water bond contains funds to repair the Friant-Kern Canal, help water
agencies implement the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act, and provide safe drinkiﬁg
water and wastewater disposal systems to many communities in the San Joaquin Valley; and

WHEREAS, If approved by voters, the measure would appropriate from the bonds issued
and sold the sum of $750,000,000 to the Department of Water Resources for a grant to the
Friant Water Authority for water conveyance capital improvements, including restored and
increased conveyance capacity to and in the Madera and Friant-Kern canals, resulting in greater
groundwater recharge, improved conveyance and utilization of flood waters, and for water

conservation.







