County of Fresno
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Chairman Vice-Chairman
Nathan Magsig Buddy Mendes Brian Pacheco Vacant Sal Quintero Bernice E. Seidel

District Five District Four District One District Two District Three Clerk

Notice of hearing before the Board of Supervisors of the County of Fresno on
ENVIRONMENTAL [MPACT REPORT NO. 7225 and UNCLASSIFIED CONDITIONAL
USE PERMIT APPLICATIONS NO. 3550, 3551, 35652, 3553, AND 3577 filed by FIRST
SOLAR 1 LLC, FIRST SOLAR 3 LLC, FIRST SOLAR4LLC, FIRST SOLARS5LLC, and
FIRST SOLAR 6 LLC. Note: On December 6, 2018, the Fresno County Planning
Commission denied this application, and on December 18, 2018, an appeal was filed by
Robert Holbrook Manager, Project Development, First Solar Inc. to the Fresno County
Board of Supervisors for consideration.

Notice is hereby given that the Board of Supervisors of the County of Fresno has set this
hearing for Tuesday, the 26th day of February, 2019, at the hour of 9:00 A.M. (or as
soon thereafter as possible), in the Board of Supervisors Chambers, Room 301, Hall
of Records, 2281 Tulare St., Fresno, California, as the time and place for holding a public
hearing on the following matter:

Allow the construction, operation, maintenance, and ultimate decommissioning of
an up to 180-megawatt (MW) photovoltaic (PV) electricity generating facility and
associated infrastructure, to be known as Little Bear Solar 1, 3, 4, 5, and 6 on
approximately 1,288 acres in the AE-20 (Exclusive Agricultural, 20-acre minimum
parcel size) Zone District. No Little Bear 2 facility is proposed. The solar facility
would consist of five individual facilities, ranging from approximately 161 to 322
acres, with a 60-foot monopole design telecommunications tower and associated
equipment proposed at the Little Bear Solar 1 site. Each individual facility would
include a substation, inverters, transformers, and a 34.5 kilovolt (kV) overhead
collection system, and could include an energy storage system. Other necessary
infrastructure would include a permanent operation and maintenance building,
water storage, meteorological data system, access roads, telecommunications
infrastructure, and security fencing. The Project site is located approximately 13
miles east of Interstate 5, approximately 2 miles southwest of the City of Mendota,
and adjacent to and west of State Route 33. The Project site is comprised of
approximately 1,288 acres of Westlands Water District-owned lands, and would
encompass the six parcels. A new 115 kV generation tie-line will be strung along
the existing North Star generation tie-line, which has been constructed within
private easements along W, California Avenue (Solar Facility APNs: 019-110-03ST,
-048ST, -05ST, -06ST, and -13ST) (Sup Dist. 1).

Please see map included

For more information contact Chrissy Monfette, Department of Public Works and
Planning, 2220 Tulare Street (corner of Tulare & “M” Streets, Suite A), Fresno, CA
93721, telephone (559) 600-4245, email CMonfette@co.fresno.ca.us.

The Agenda and Staff Reports will be on the Fresno County web site

Room 300, Hall of Records - 2281 Tulare Street » Fresno, California 93721-2198 » Telephone: (559) 600-3529 « FAX: (559) 600-1608 « Toll Free: 1-800-742-1011
The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer



https://fresnocounty.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx by Wednesday, February 20, 2019 by
6:00 p.m.

]

NOTES:

. Anyone may testify, please share this notice with your neighbors or anyone you
feel may be interested.

. The Board of Supervisors will also accept written testimony such as letters,
petitions, and statements. In order to provide adequate review time for the Board
of Supervisors, please submit these documents to the Clerk to Board prior to the
hearing date.

) If at some later date you challenge the final action on this matter in court, you may
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the public
hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the Board
of Supervisors at, or prior to, the public hearing.

DATED: February 8, 2019

BERNICE E. SEIDEL
Board of Supervisors

By _CRue Qzé- , Deputy
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Proof of Service by Mail
(Code of Civil Procedure § 1013a)

I, Lisa Craft, declare as follows:

1.

| am over 18 years of age and not a party to the matter connected with this proof of
service.

| am employed by the County of Fresno in the office of the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors, at 2281 Tulare Street, Room 301, in Fresno, California 93721.

On February 8, 2019, | served the attached Notice of Hearing before the Board of
Supervisors of the County of Fresno for the ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT NO.
7225 and UNCLASSIFIED CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT APPLICATIONS NO. 3550,
3551, 3552, 3553, AND 3577 filed by FIRST SOLAR 1 LLC, FIRST SOLAR 3 LLC,
FIRST SOLAR 4 LLC, FIRST SOLAR 5 LLC, and FIRST SOLAR 6 LLC.

| served the documents by enclosing them in an envelope and placing the envelope for
collection and mailing following our ordinary business practices. | am readily familiar with
this business'’s practice for collecting and processing correspondence for mailing. On the
same day that correspondence is placed for collection and mailing, it is deposited in the
ordinary course of business with the United States Postal Service in a sealed envelope
with postage fully prepaid.

The envelopes were addressed and mailed to each of the owners at their addresses, as
shown on the current Fresno County Assessment Roll and on the property list compiled
from said rolls, as set forth on the attached.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is
true and correct. Executed on this 8" day of February, 2019 in Fresno, California.

C ) W

Deputy, Clrk of the Board




FIRST SOLAR
OVERVIEW/

LITTLE BEAR SOLAR
PROJECT

February 26,2019

First Solar.



FIRST SOLAR AT A GLANCE

Largest U.S. manufacturer of thin-film

photovoltaic solar panels

Develop, construct and operate some of the
world’s largest utility-scale solar power plants

Over 17GW of capacity sold worldwide (equivalent
capacity to about 8.5 Hoover Dams)

Founded in 1999 and publicly traded on

a
@ NASDAQ as FSLR
v

Generating clean solar energy that is
economically competitive with fossil fuels with ==
NO carbon emissions or air pollutants

First Solar Proprietary & Confidential - General

N 2019



FIRST SOLAR DEVELOPED PROJECTS SERVING CALIFORNIA ~ 4 GW
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Under Construction - 4
e |n Development with PPA-4
First Solar Proprietary & Confidential - General



LITTLE BEAR SOLAR PROJECT OVERVIEW

180 MW on retired Westlands agricultural
land

Power Purchase Agreement with Marin
Clean Energy for 160 MW

Construction expected to begin

late 2019

Operations beginning late 2020

Will generate enough clean solar energy to
serve the needs of about 54,000 homes
per year

Will displace 102,000 metric tons of CO,
annually and help California meet its
renewable energy goals

PROJECT SITE

Belmont Ave

W California Ave

mmm Project Site
Emm Development Area
Substation

Interconnection Point
Generation Tie Line

Little Bear Solar
Fresno County, California, USA

First Solar Proprietary & Confidential - General
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LITTLE BEAR SOLAR PROJECT BENEFITS

Will create 500 construction jobs on
average, priority for local hires

Generates up to approximately $2M to
Fresno County sales tax

Generates property taxes over the 20 :
year life of the project, including $87,000

in the first year and $800,000 in the first
decade

Provides direct and indirect benefits to
dozens of business in Fresno County

Committed to being a good neighbor
and giving back to the community

First Solar Proprietary & Confidential - General

o1 2019



PROJECT IS WELL SITED AND MEETS COUNTY’S GENERAL PLAN REQUIREMENTS

Located within Westlands’ drainage-impaired lands
and avoids Prime Agricultural land

Land designated to be used for renewable energy as
part of settlement with U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

Very low agricultural value and irrigation is prohibited

Frequently fallowed - dry farmed on occasion

Not designhated as Prime, Unique or Farmland of
Statewide Importance

Legend
[] Westlands Drainage-Impaired Lands AN ol
[ Northerly Area Drainage-Impaired Lands | & ﬁt>\FH'

[ Non-Impaired Lands -~ é,?"’d’ N, p
] San Luis Unit Boundary o Rk N -4
[[17] Grassland Drainage Area Ay X -
I'*| e Ecisting San Luis Drain N

L

\ \
T LS b A I

‘San Luis Drsinage
Feature Re-evaluation Drainage Study Area
17324004

First Solar Proprietary & Confidential - General
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“A PATH FORWARD” STUDY SUPPORTS BEST SITING OF LITTLE BEAR PROJECT

Data Inputs

Classifications

Citrus Belts/

Best Ag Land

Microclimate
(CropScape)

Groundwater

Recharge Areas

FMMP - Prime,
Statewide, Unique
Farmland

NRCS - NRCS - Poor/
Moderately/ Very Poor Soils
Strongly Saline Storie Index

Important
Agricultural Areas

Potential Important
Agricultural Areas

FMMP - NOT
Prime, Statewide,

Unique Farmland

Drainage

Impaired Lands
in WWD T —— {
Priority

Least Conflict

Best Solar Land Areas

First Solar Proprietary & Confidential - General

[ %0lar and the San Joaguin Yalley Baundary
i solar Stakeholder Boundary
Agricuitural Farmiand Stabeholder Classifications
I Rae Priority Agricultural Areas
B Friarity agricutural Areas
Impo-tant dgriculbural Araas
[0 Potential Impnrant Agricultural vsas
B et Condlict Areas
. I Ariarity Least Conflict Areas

N

2019
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LITTLE BEAR HAS BROAD STAKEHOLDER SUPPORT

Fresno County ThENature \ )
arm Bureau Conservancy @J
Serving agriculture since 1917 Protecting nature. Preserving life.
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g Fresno County
EDC

Growing the Californio Dream

BRYANT L. JOLLEY

CERTIFIED PI1BI I'L" ’\CFDU\TH'\IT‘\

Westlands Water District

First Solar Proprietary & Confidential - General

(o4} 2019



LITTLE BEAR SOLAR PROJECT - SOLAR & AGRICULTURE ARE COMPATIBLE

Creating Local Jobs, Economic Benefits, Clean Renewable Energy

/s

First Solar Proprietary & Confidential - General



First Solar.













Westlands Water District

3130 N. Fresno Street, P.O. Box 6056, Fresno, California 93703-6056, (559) 224-1523, FAX (559) 241-6277
February 20, 2019

County Board of Supervisors

Attention: Bernice Seidel, Clerk of the Board
2281 Tulare Street, Room 301

Fresno, CA 93721

Re: First Solar’s Appeal of the Planning Commission’s Decision to Deny a Conditional Use Permit for the
Little Bear Solar Project

Dear Honorable Supervisors,

The purpose of this letter is to provide additional information for the Board that may bear on its
consideration of First Solar’s appeal of the Planning Commission’s denial of its Conditional Use Permit
Application for the proposed Little Bear Solar Project (Project). It is our understanding that during the
Planning Commission meeting there was uncertainty as to whether the parcels that are proposed for the
Project are productive agricultural parcels. Asthe landowner, Westlands Water District {District) believes
it can provide some perspective on the parcels’ status.

The District acquired the subject parcels pursuant to a December 11, 2002 legal settlement between the
original landowner(s), the United States, and the District over the failure to provide drainage service. The
settlement required that the District take title to the land subject to a covenant that prohibits irrigation
from any source. Additionally, the District no longer allocates water from its Central Valley Project Water
Service Contracts to these parcels. Finally, under implementation of the Sustainable Groundwater
Management Act, the District, acting as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency for the Westside Subbasin,
does not plan to make an annual groundwater pumping allowance to these parcels.

Since the District acquired the parcels, they have been dry farmed and grazed with limited success. The
District believes that the highest and best use of these parcels is solar development. The Project will

provide economic stimulus to westside communities and improved tax base for Fresno County.

i plan to attend the meeting on February 26, 2019 and will make myself available to answer any additional
questions the Supervisors may have. | may also be contacted at 559-241-6241.

Sincerelv.

KUSS Frreeman
Deputy General Manager - Resources



Farm Burea

February 14, 2019

Fresno County Board of Supervisors
Attn: Bernice Seidel, Clerk of the Board
2281 Tulare Street, Room 301

Fresno, CA 93721

Re: Little Bear Solar Project
Dear Fresno County Board of Supervisors,

On behalf of the Fresno County Farm Bureau (FCFB), I write in support of First Solar’s Little
Bear Solar Project (LBSP).

The proposed LBSP is located  thin Westlands Water District on “retired” irrigated farmland.
FCFB believes the site represents the type of responsible solar development that should be
pursued in the region. The retired land has little agricultural viability as it does not have a
contract for surface water. The LBSP project allows for a use of the property, while preserving
prime lands with irrigation water for agricultural production.

We ask the Board to please support the LBSP as a responsible renewable energy development.

L\j ar vavuuscell

CEO

1274 W Hedges Ave » Fresno, CA 93728
559.237-0263 office ® 559-237-3394 fax * www.fctb.org ® info@fctb.org



February 6. 2019

Supervisor Quintero

Fresno County Board of Supervisors
2281 Tulare Street, Room 301
Fresno, CA 93721

RE: Fresno Chamber of Commerce- Comments on Little Bear Solar Project

Dear Supervisor ( .

On behalf ot the Fresno Chamber of Commerce and its 1,200 members. representing 78,000 jobs
in our region I am writing to you in support of Little Bear Solar’s proposed project in Fresno
County. First Solar is a leading global provider of comprehensive solar energy solutions that are
moving the energy industry forward.

[t is our understanding that the Little Bear Solar project in Mendota will generate enough clean
solar energy to supply approximately 34,000 homes per vear. This will result in the displacement
of approximately 102,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide-—roughly the same amount as 20.000
cars being taken otf the road.

The Fresno Chamber of Commerce focuses on promaoting a strong local economy, This project is
estimated to ¢reate 200 construction jobs and First Solar is commitied to providing emploviment
for our residents that meet qualifications once construction is complete. ‘The cconomic and
environmental benefits to this project align with the needs of our ever-growmg County.

We would be proud to support a project that is able to deliver the significant cconomic benetits
otfered by the Litde Bear Solar praject.

PITDIUCIIL OC LI

Fresno Chamber of Commerce

B [t wigh wfebve advooaoy avnnauae ard relronatiy sty g

SorpTa sty the

MrLLe USSP T Sl Ss

srherpgione

2331 Fresnc Stroes » Trespo, CA 983721« [B53) 4954800 -+«  www fresnochamber.com



February 6, 2019

Supervisor Magsig

Fresno County Board of Supervisors
2281 Tulare Street. Room 301
Fresno. CA 93721

RE: Fresno Chamber of Commerce- Comments on Little Bear Solar Project

Dear Supervisor M

On behalt of the Fresno Chamber of Commerce and its 1,200 members, representing 78,000 jobs
in our region [ am writing to you in support of Little Bear Solar’s proposed project in Fresno
County. First Solar is a leading global provider of comprehensive solar energy solutions that are
moving the energy industry forward.

It is our understanding that the Little Bear Solar project in Mendota will generate enough clean
solar energy Lo supply approximately 54,000 howies per vear. This will vesult in the displacenient
of approximately 102,000 metric tons of carbon dioxide-—roughly the same amount as 20.000

cars being taken oft the road.

The Fresno Chamiber of Commerce tocuses on promoting a strony focal economv. This project is
estimated to create 500 construction jobs and First Solar is committed to providing eniplovment
for our residents that meet qualifications once construction is complete. The economic and
environmental benefits to this project align with the necds of our ever-growing County.

We would be proud to support a project that is able to deliver the signiticant econoniic benetits
offered by the Little Bear Solar project.

U RN PV SRR S R Y A4

Fresno Chamber of Commerce

5 N o - RTINS LRI e
Mot advioag o Sunal s i rataleshoy buriding

Py oo 400 Supp 2 L IV S Sueinens A Cepoiid Bues eRs SOrTT ety |

2331 Freenn Streat s Fresno, CA Q3721+ (999] 495-4800  «  www.iresncchamber.com



February 6, 2019

Supervisor Mendes

resno County Board of Supervisors
2281 Tulare Street. Room 301
Fresno, CA 93721

RE: Fresno Chamber of Commerce- Comments on Little Bear Solar Project

Dear Supervisor

On behalf of the rresno Cnamoer o1 Commerce and its 1,200 members, representing 78.000 jobs
in our region [ am writing to you in support of Little Bear Solar’s proposed project in Fresno
County. First Solar is a leading global provider of comprehensive solar energy solutions that are
moving the energy industry forward.

It is our understanding that the [ittle Bear Solar project in Mendota will generate enough clean
solar energy to supply approximately 34.000 homes per vear. This will result in the displacement
of approximately 102.000 metric tons of carbon dioxide—roughly the same amount as 20.000
cars being tuken oft the road.

The Fresno Chamber of Commerce focuses on promoting a strong focal economy. This project 1s
estimated to ereate 300 construction jobs and First Selar s commiued to providing emploviment
for our residents that meet qualifications once construction is complete. The economic and
environmental benefits to this project align with the needs of our ever-growing County.

We would be proud to support a project that is able to deliver the significant economic benelits
oftered by the Liule Bear Solar project.

President & CEO
Fresno Chamber of Commerce

oty b met aedd redanoncbep Dutd g

L7 CTTVIDD AT D e D TNE SUOT nnh of Hhie g

3351 Fruano Strest o Fresno, CA Y3781 - [599) 4854800+ www fresnochamber com



February 6. 2019

Supervisor Pacheco

Fresno County Board of Supervisors
2281 Tulare Street, Room 301
Fresno, CA 93721

RE: Fresno Chamber of Commerce- Comments on Little Bear Solar Project

Dear Supervisor P

On behalf of the Fresno Chamber of Commerce and its 1,200 members. representing 78,000 jobs
in our region I am writing to you in support of Little Bear Solar’s proposed project in Fresno
County. First Solar is a leading global provider of comprehensive solar energy solutions that are
moving the energy industry forward.

It is our understanding that the Little Bear Solar project in Mendota will generate enough clean
solar energy to supply approximately 54,000 homes per vear. This will result in the displacement
of approximately 102.000 metric tons of carbon dioxide  roughly the same amount as 20.000
cars being taken oft the road.

The Fresno Chamber of Comimerce tocuses on promoting a strong focal economy, This project is
estimated to ereate 300 construction jobs and First Solar is commitied 10 providing eniployviment
for our residents that meet qualifications once construction is complete. The economic and
environmental benefits to this project align with the needs of our ever-growing County

We would be proud to support a project that is able to deliver the significant cconomic benefits
offered by the Little Bear Solar project.

President & CEQ
Fresno Chamber of Commerce

ool ne regional bussiees con Ny ot wiories adacacy woanatnn ona relationsh o bulding.

25321 Fresno Swreel o Fresno. OA 937281« (559]485-4800  «  www.lresnocharmber com



BRYAN'T L. JOLLLY
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS Bivant 1. Jolev CPLNL
Ryan P Jolkev CPONL
eyt L. Sty C 12N
Janbu Nelvon C.PLN.
Lan T Kimoto
Jeblvey M. Schill

February 21, 2019

Fresno County Board of Supervisors
Fresno County Hall of Records

2281 Tulare Street, Room 301
Fresno, CA 93721

Re: Support for First Solar’s Little Bear Solar Project

Dear Board of Supervisors:

My name is Bryant Jolley, | reside at 6685 N Seguoia, Fresno, Ca 93711 and own the two parcels just to
the west of the Little Bear Solar Project that is coming before you for approvai on February 26. I've had
the pleasure of working with the First Solar team over the last 4 years on the criginal project and they
have been great to work with. Their existing pawer lines run across my property for nearly a mile and |
have had no issues with them. When one considers the additional tax revenues to be generated by this
project with little or no impact on services, it would appear to be a very desirable project. | recommend

that you consider approving the Little Bear Solar project.

Sincerely,

B N STRENESUTTE 1at FIREBAUGH L, CALIFORNLN 3316020 I'HEONE 5596395015 FAN 2390300615






CC:  Honorable Supervisor Brian Pacheco
Honorable Supetvisor Sal Quintero
Honorable Supervisor Buddy Mendes



February 12, 2019

Fresno County Board of Supervisors
Fresno County Hall of Records

2281 Tulare Street, Room 301
Fresno, CA 93721

RE: Little Bear Solar Project
Dear Board of Supervisors:

On behalf of the Fresno County Economic Development Corporation (EDC), | am writing to express my support for First
Solar’s Little Bear Solar Project, and to encourage approval of this project by you, the Fresno County Board of
Supervisors.

The Fresno County EDC is a private non-profit organization established to market Fresno County as the premier [ocation
for business prosperity. We not only facilitate site selection for new businesses within Fresno County, but we also assist
in the retention and expansion of local businesses. Thus, we support projects like the Little Bear Solar Project that will
create hundreds of jobs in one of Fresno County’s most economically-distressed regions while moving towards a more
sustainable future.

First Solar’s project will generate wages and benefits for approximately 500 high-paying construction jobs as well as
provide a substantial financial investment into the community. The project will enhance the local economy and boost
revenue for local businesses.

Another benefit to Fresno County will be from the production of clean, renewable energy that will help meet its stated
renewable energy goals. No water will be used to generate electricity and there will be no air emissions or waste
production during operations. This project will generate 180-megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) on approximately
1,280 acres of retired Westlands Water District lands near Mendota, California, providing power output for roughly
54,000 homes.

Thank you for considering our support for the Little Bear Solar Proiect. Should vou have any questions regarding this
matter, please contact me at 559.476.2513 or via email &

Sincerely,

Lee Ann Eager, President/CEQ
Fresno County Economic Development Corporation

LAE/cw

Fresno County Economic Development Corporation

906 N Street, Suite 120, Fresno, CA # 93721 » 559.476.2500



TheNature
Conservancy

Protecting nature. Preserving life!

To: Nathan Magsig
Chair, Fresno County Board of Supervisors
2281 Tulare St. Room #300
Fresno, CA93721-2198

Submitted via email to: Clerk/BOS@co.fresno.ca.us

Date: February 20, 2019

Subject: Comments of The Nature Conservancy on the Final Environmental Impact
Report for the Little Bear Solar Project

The Nature Conservancy (the Conservancy) is writing in response to the Final
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the Little Bear Solar Project (the Project) in
Fresno County. We appreciate that Fresno County completed a full Environmental Impact
Report for the Project under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

The Conservancy’s mission is to protect the lands and waters on which all life depends. As
part of that mission, the Conservancy is addressing climate change and helping to
transition California to a carbon-free economy and clean energy future. This will require
tremendous investments in the development of renewable energy over the next several
decades. Local jurisdictions, such as Fresno County, will play an important role in
advancing renewable energy to meet California’s climate goals, alongside other land use
objectives.

The Conservancy supports development of renewable energy that has a low impact on
natural and working lands and water resources. In 2015, we completed a study that
demonstrates we can meet California’s renewable energy targets without sacrificing our
state’s conservation goalsl. In 2016, a study called “A Path Forward” was completed and
identified over 400,000 acres of least conflict lands for solar PV in the San Joaquin Valley?.
However, with a high electrification scenario for California, reaching our climate goals with
in-state resources could require on-going development that may reach up to 1 million acres
of solar PV in California3, and it is predicted much of this solar may be developed in the San

1 Wu, G., N. Schlag, D. Cameron, E. Brand, L. Crane, ]. Williams, S. Price. 2015. Integrating Land Conservation
and Renewable Energy Goals in California: A Study of Costs and Impacts Using the Optimal Renewable Energy
Build-Out (ORB) Model. Technical Report. 34 pages plus appendices.
https://www.scienceforconservation.org/products/integrating-land-conservation-and-renewable-energy-

goals
2 htine: / Juranar aw harkalav adn /fum-cantant /unlnade /7201A /05 /A PATH.-FORWARND-Mav-2N1A ndf



TheNature
Conservancy

Protecting nature. Preserving life.

Joaquin Valley. We are going to need to look for opportunities for solar PV development
that minimizes natural resource, land use, economic and community impacts

After reviewing the FEIR for the Project, the Conservancy believes that development of
solar PV in this area would have minimal impact to natural resources, especially when
considering implementation of the mitigation measures outlined in the FEIR. The location
of the Project does not overlap with any of the avoidance areas (Category 1 or 2) from the
Renewable Energy Transmission Initiative*, nor does it overlap with avoidance areas from
The Nature Conservancy’s 2016 Optimal Renewable Resource Buildout study. The Project
is located on agricultural land where irrigation is not allowed, so it has either lain fallow or
has been dry farmed in recent years. Additionally, the Conservancy has not identified this
area as a high priority for endangered species habitat restoration in the San Joaquin Valley.
Lastly, the Project is not adjacent to protected area or conservation land, and instead is
adjacent to another solar project and a prison.

In conclusion, we support Fresno County’s approval of solar PV projects that are sited in
places that avoid areas that have been pre-identified as high conflict from an
environmental perspective. By siting solar PV development away from places of highest
environmental value, we can meet California’s aggressive renewable energy goals while
also protecting conservation values. '

Thank you,

Sincerely,

-

Jay Zeigler
Director of External Affairs and Policy
The Nature Conservancy in California

4 The Renewable Enerov Tranemiccinn Initiative avnidance areac for Catesory 1 & 7 can he viewed by
following this link



TheNature
Conservancy

Protecting nature. Preserving life.

CC:

Christina Monfette,

Department of Public Works and Planning
Development Services and Capital Projects Division
2220 Tulare St. Suite A, Fresno, CA 93721

Main Office: (559) 600-4230 Direct: (559) 600-4245

John “Jack” Garamendi
Professional Evaluation Group, Inc.

209-675-8050
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CUP 3550, 3551, 3552, 3553, 3577
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Note:

The distance from the ground to the edges of
PV module table may vary depending on the
topography.
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Project Timeline

Conditional Use Permit Applications submitted on February 23, 2017.

Notice of Preparation was published on September 7, 2017, for a 30-day review period ending on
October 9, 2017.

Agency and Public Scoping Meeting held on September 14, 2017,

A Notice of Completion for the Draft EIR was filed with the State of California Clearinghouse on
August 31, 2018.

A Notice of Availability of the Draft EIR was published in the Business Journal on August 31, 2018.

The Draft EIR was circulated for review and comment during a 45-day period that began on August
31, 2018, and ended on October 15, 2018.

On October 2, 2018, the County hosted a public meeting at the City of Mendota City Council
Chambers to receive public comments.

On October 31, 2018, the Final EIR was provided to agencies, organizations, and members of the
public.

On December 6, 2018, the Planning Commission voted (five to three, one Commissioner absent) to
deny the conditional use permits.

On December 17, 2018 an appeal of the Planning Commission’s decision was filed with the Clerk.



FOUR FINDINGS

Adequate Size and Shape of the parcel

Adequacy of Streets and Highways serving
the parcel

No Adverse Effects Upon Properties
surrounding the parcel

Consistency with the General Plan



Westlands Water District Settlement Facts

100,000 acres (20% of District) retired due to drainage issues;
Preserved 700 family-owned, multi-generational farms;

Allows Westlands to manage existing and future drainage on
parcels within the District;

Proposed to repurpose retired lands towards
environmentally friendly uses, such as solar power and
habitat restoration



NOT IN DISTRICT

Little Bear Solar

Site
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Recommended Motions (Denial)

e (Conditional Use Permits

Deny the appeal of the Planning Commission’s December 6, 2018 decision; and

Determine that the required findings for the granting of Unclassified
Conditional Use Permit Nos. 3550, 3551, 3552, 3553, and 3570 cannot be made.

and/or

e  Environmental Impact Report

Determine that the project as proposed would have one or more significant
effects on the environment (state the effects); and

Direct staff to revise Environmental Impact Report No. 7225;

Move to continue the public hearing of Conditional Use Permit Nos. 3350, 3551,
3552, 3553, and 3570 and Environmental Impact Report No. 7225 to a date
uncertain following recirculation of the Final EIR.



Recommended Motions (Approval)

e Approve the appeal based on Department staff’s analysis
found in Attachment D; and

e overturn the Planning Commission’s denial of the project

In its motion to approve, the Board must:

 include the manner in which the required findings must be
made,

e adopt the CEQA Findings of Fact; and

e certify EIR No. 7225 as complete and adequate in
conformance with the California Environmental Quality Act.

(See next slide)



Recommended Conditions of Approval

The Applicant shall enter into an agreement indemnifying the County for
all legal costs associated with its approval of UCUPS 3550-3553, and 3570
and provide a bond in the amount of $150,000.00 as security for any such
legal costs incurred by the County.

The Applicant shall enter into a Reclamation Agreement prior to issuance
of construction-related permits and shall have the property owner
execute a limited easement for the County’s benefit.



Site Plans and Elevations
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Note:

The distance from the ground to the edges of
PV module table may vary depending on the
topography.



Little Bear 1 — Telecommunications Tower

T 1? I

Lt ‘&, o o . -
—,.I_'—L —| -
j:i': 7 -a" } Z =" h
i 1

i h
i? B o 1 =
2 & W 2 r-a" J
ol i
ugs”,_ | W .

b
|

ia £
Y Je

i -

TG
78’

—

5 | % -
: il lr |-Ln 1 I'L| I]_ _I_I.
_'n%_[r:_ - —g:_ E.I[:TI T'—_:_én;f":' =
*_r', THHF
5 JE EEETS
NOTES:
11) FOUNDATION TYPE HAS NOT BEEN DETERMINED. PRELIMINARY . NOT

DIRECT EMBED. DRILLED SHAFT AND VIBRATORY
CAISSON FOUNDATIONS ARE POSSIELE OPTIONS. noT Toscale | FOR CONSTRUCTION




EXISTING
NORTH STAR

| FROPOSED
UTILE BEAR 1, 3, 4, 5

! & 6
| SHARED
MICROWAVE /SATELLITE

| COMMUNICATION TOWER

' PROPOSED
UTILE BEAR 1
SUBSTATION &

ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM

PROPOSED .
UTILE BEAR 3, 4, 5 & 6 |
115KV GEN=TIE INTERCONNECTION
T0 EXISTING POLE [
PROPOSED ‘
UTTLE BEAR 1, 3, & 5 & 6
TEMPORARY LAYDOWN

115KV GEN-TIE \ l ‘

Little Bear 1

G23-
D DIST.

RS B
(GRO

SUBSTATION

NG SUBSTATO

55'

L

IW_J_

EASEMENT

1

| Il
t+ —
TR !
~TE INTERCONNECTION

WESTLANDS WATER DISTRICT |
J—1U

| ]

|

L
|

= WESTLANDS WATER DISTRICT =

TEMPORARY EASEMENT

T

PROPOSED
| LITTLE BEAR 1
SITE ACCESS

— J|50'

e COUNTY OF FRESNC G
PUBLIC ROAD EASEMENT

F 5

o | o n
————— = CALIFORNIA AVENUE —————= —————— —

— — " -—==--=—-_=|='—=—-_=1=='__'—=_—-T-—_:—__—mw__;=' 1
I r' | B i S
. ( PROPOSED P
LITTLE BEAR 1| |

METEOROLOGICAL (MET)

STATION

SAN BE

AREA
PROPOSED DETENTION POND
60 | LITTILE BEAR 1, 3, 4, 5 & 6 20" ACCESS ROAD
COUNTY OF FRESNO —= SHARED
PUBLIC RORD EASEMENT | ) 08 BULDING ) i (1) J,
= NATIVE COMDACTEDJ J NATIVE COMPACTED
PERIMETER ACCESS ROAD 5 e | i -
(TYP) [
TELEPHONE &
S [ TELEGRAPH
é - EASEMENT
PROPOSED 2ilge I
UTTLE BEAR | & [
METEORCLOGICAL (MET) Z |
. STATION N !
o e = PROPOSED
LITTLE BEAR 3
H SITE ACCESS

PRELIMINARY

PROPOSED

W ADAMS AVENUE




Little Bear 3

| PROPOSED
'| I UTTLE BEAR 3 ITTLE BEAR 3
' SITE ACCESS METEOROLOGICAL (MET)
| STATION
ﬂ Lllz (RNTOT - 6881 AET) T qll'l EJ
- ——— - ————
| S o —— —— "
| [
‘| k- 20' |
' 10' MIN. |
COUNTY OF FRESNO ——
| SETBACK FROM PUBLIC ROAD EASEMENT
IR EXISTING POWERLINE |
il NATIVE COMPACTED
{(TYP} |
I ‘ |
| |
B
- COUNTY OF FRESNO
l N PUBLIC ROAD E."-".SEJiI.IIEHT PRELIMINARY | |
1o | I DETENTION POND
i .—_7/;31 PROPOSED W
th - LITTLE BEAR 3 \l\'
| o=/ | SUBSTATION & -
w A1/ |ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM |
=
& [ R ||
|. Z PROPOSED {eufh ACRES |
of _ LITTLE BEAR 3 PROPOSED | |
= METEOROLOGICAL (MET) LITTLE BEAR 4 —,
S STATION SITE Access [N | |
® L | N




Little Bear 4

LITTLE BEAR 3, PEOEOEEg . . [ e T o = — ATy e
o 45" WESTLANDS BB LI B P
119KV GEN-TIE WATER DISTRICT + COUNTY OF FRESNO PROPOSED '
EASEMENT | 35' WESTLANDS | | PYBLC ROAD EASEMENT LITTLE BEAR 4 '
PROPOSED WATER DISTRICT — METECROLOGICAL (MET) |
LITTLE BEAR 4 EASEMENT [ STATION ARFEL 3
SUBSTATION & J & 17 214)
ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM | |
rrorose] /1
|I \ LITTLE BEAR 4 .
SALLS SITE ACCESS |
PERMETER CHAN LINK | ey AT
SESE.. FENCE (TYP) lr H u | ‘ , |
20' i / 1 i"«| |
ACCESS ROAD - PRELIMINARY | I
(TP) 0 DETENTION POND )
COUNTY OF FRESNO == ARCIL 3 T\
PUBLIC ROAD EASEMENT | | S+ O | | |
| 20' ACCESS ROAD | |||
PROPOSED ) (TvP) |
LITTLE BEAR 4 ] |
METEOROLOGICAL (MET) ‘ :
STATION : 70" WESTLANDS |
Nl e — WATER DIST. l |
EASEMENT i [ ) J 514
= _ﬂ_____i__ﬁ___-;_______:_____:;ﬁ_l _.L__._—"___i“f__:____:__;)—:;
PROPOSED ﬁé ~ W.JENSEN AVENUE
UTIE BEAR & 722 | POWER CONVERSION STATION ' 323
SITE ACCESS 923 (PCS) (TYP) I PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) ARRAY :
D



Little Bear 5

'S DERRICK

T 1 69 .
L COUNTY OF FRESNO PAHCEL i
PROPOSED PA . i
\\\-— LITTLE BEAR 5 | PUBLIC ROAD EASEMENT  [™/q7omrh™ :
"\ FROPOSED 8L ACRES 2
SITE ACCESS LITTLE BEAR 5+ | | |l
! |1 1 SITE ACCESS PROPOSED Al
PROPOSED . UTTLE BEAR 5 ' |
| LITTLE BEAR 5 E METEOROLOGICAL (MET) . ‘ |
| SUBSTATION & 5 STATION | il
EWERGY STORAGE SYSTEM NATIVE COMPACTED | . | I.
| (TYP) . eREUMINARY | || | |
P £ DETENTION POND | ok
| et L L : LT TN
) - = ; -c: - = S L__ = L - = _ = = = == =1 e = —_— [ |
r | b A | | | !
: 10" MIN | | E (
T SETBACK FROM | 55 EéNdMSESTg’EE? . Eﬂ {-J—
| EXISTING POWERLINE | oo T i
| !
o® | I
i | |
‘ |
| | | ‘

_———h— = = e e o L1 o T

. W. JENSEMN AVENUE
£]_3C|

COUNTY OF FRESNO | $24 VST
PUBLIC ROAD EASEMENT ' : ‘ .




Little Bear 6

FROPOSED
UTTLE BEAR &
SITE ACCESS

R

u \.—:i.:;—" ROF PRUPOSE]
UTTLE HEAR &

:EE'E‘LEJESO ap  METEOROLOGICAL (MET)

55 STATION

ALIFORNIAAVENUE / (TP) -

e e
u ( [ | [ | W _l—
i
' |
I 55" MIN. SETBACK
4= FROM STREET f—
| CENTERLINE
| |
NATIVE COMPACTED Il
| (mﬂ) Al
E L | J |L _|| |I | I 4 5||
| T _—— = === = =a | i I
| T Tt T 7 . I
b - PRELIMINARY L —
[ §l PROPOSED oeTenTion PonD N ([ G
R LITTLE BEAR 6 | (T
Kt SUBSTATION & ‘ N |
N ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM | ‘ il
! l; PROPOSED 20" ACCESS ROAD Frll' I |
| 1= UTTLE BEAR € (me) TIT [ty
& METEOROLOGICAL (MET) | i 5'
NE STATION ‘ | fdfr] =
N E I I | fI| |
}-—: PROPOSED L ‘ | | Hl. E'T —
y UTILE BEAR 6 SERMETER CHAIN LINK il w
SITE ACCESS FENCE (TYP) it 2
| || J _ | w
24 e =
]_ B . % i <C
== = = A e e 0,25 — = -5
= o

— COUNTY OF FRESNO
PUBLIC ROAD EASiE'\dE\I}'




g

717 0w FE10440 en 27, 20

o P SO BarLitie Bear S Plan -

Site Plan

o m LECEND
I S~
i [l —— e FROUECT BOUNDERY
il I T PROPOSED 115KV FREUMINARY CE%—TIE p — N
f 0l ———————— FROPOSED PERAWETER FEMCE First Solar.
| , e —— FROS0SED SHARED GEN-TIE EASEMENT moue e
bl = o » W EASTING EASEMENT/RIGHT-0F=eY T e
ENSTHG Il i  —— ——— ENSTING PARCEL LNE it
NOTH STAR = ||}
B A I NOTES
\ Ed=THG 5 | , -
MORTH STAR SUSSTATION ) NOT FOR COMSTRUCTION.
#OSED I 7. ARRAT, COLLECTION, WET STATION, MICROWAVE
LITILE BEAR 1 .\. t 5 FROPEGED Il COMVUNICATICN TUER, SUBSTATION &ND GEN-TIE LINE .
&6 WUTILE HEAS 1 ! CONFIEURATION SUBUELT TO CHAKGE DURNG CETAL CESIEN. = oa]
Hail 113KY GEN-TIE INTERDONSECT: =+ e
MICAOWAVE /SATELLITE T T INTERL AT ) i 3. EXACT FENCE ALIGHNENT T BE CETERMISED DURNG DETAL & 1
COUMUNCATION TOWER DESIGH,
FROPCEED UTILE SE4F 1 WESTLANDS WATER CISTRRT il ripasn
UTILE 3E4F 1 STE ENTRANCE EASEVENT \ i UTILE FES® 3
SUESTRTICN & 7m0 T e SITE ACCEES
ENERGY STORACE SYSTEM Wi oF FEESUD \
I ROA EASEMENT
! e e
P0SE) —
UTE tEss 3,4 5 8 /| SIs
115KY SEN=TIE INTERCONMECTICN / S
T0 EXISTIHG 20LE |
PROPOSED
UITE BEAR 1, 2 4, 5 & 6
TBF0RARY LDOWY
AEL
© .
o [
; o =z
A | %
L LI | =_$ -
11 o o=,
fr = Z 30
FEAIMETER ACCESS RoAD can L=
ey I EoFo =
L J5
i e
m f_i o
PROPOSED w o
LTTLE FE3 1 1 &
WETECRILOGICAL [m:rj I: Z
u 4R 6 B
CETECHOLOCICAL [VET) EINETEY (i = =
- \EI;'E.; LOCIAL [VET) CHEH LIk it w -
TETN FENCE (T4P) ! é -
t -
=
PROPOSED ®
LITILE BEAR &, 4. 5 & & Q |§I
115KV BEN=TE = E
FROPOSED E -
LITILE BE#% 4 -
SUBSTATION & :
ENERDY STORAGE SYSTEW 3
i
i
i
P[HHEIER e LK 3
i
Iz
Fuce
FROPOSED o) toT B4, ACEVEO—CALSS
UTNE Py
WETECROLCEICAL (MET) — -
T FAE =000 0 3000 T
o B [T SO,
5 E=am
o W. JENSEN AVENUE — —_— = —=opl 518
BEAR POWER CONVERSEN STATON W, JENSEN AVENUE 4 SITE PLAY
5 - 2 (B8] (TP ellg -
ATE ALcEss 523 (Pes) (TIF) 824 819 (6/27,17)
UTIE :
TS PRI oI BUE SEECT e CAPCETRL ERUA TF T VETECROLOATAL (WET)
100uC STETON
T R g IE PRV IS NOT 10 BE USED PO CONETUCTION [HLESS NOTED
o e Séh;"v"n‘é = |5 SIGHED OK FOR CONSTRUCTION ABOVE LAST SEVEI HET -

COPTHIGHT @ 2007 FRST S0Las, s ALL RICHTS RESESVED



Westlands Water District
Maps



NOT IN DISTRICT

Little Bear Solar

Site

DISTRICT ACOUIRED UMDER BRITZ/PECK SETTLEMENT -

38,000 ACRES

DISTRICT OWNED
AS OF 2/14/08

SAGOUSPE SETTLEMENT —44.000 ACRES

200K LAND RETIREMENT BOUNDARY
DISTRICT ACOUWRED BROADMIEW WATER DISTRICT -

9,300 ACRES

A




T
K e | —— h lL
1 ‘,-‘1‘,‘ Merped County k
L LA N \
| e g - — :
L

AN

A

Legend

[] Westlands Drainage-Impaired Lands
[ Northerly Area Drainage-Impaired Lands
[ Non-impaired Lands

[ San Luis Unit Boundary

] Grassland Drainage Area

| s Eiisting San Luis Drain

. I &

San Luis Crainage
Feature Re-evaluation

17324004

Drainage Study Area

Figure
EZ-2

SLDFR Final EIS

FES 2



t\%/r 2 =i E_L._.L%E .E.\*__\\_\‘u.._l_“ =R
i \ ot _____E 113y iz 5 Lt i u\ai.‘. 3% Hiak N
o, ) we ||~ 1 T1hs W[oe
RILE i - &-JE____ ¥
R 2l | :
] Enﬂ.ﬁm’ A¥E ME| H
LY J1
= \__ _i : E A & — =
— .._:_-— Ei‘l.a‘f-"' s =
Mk \ - o ol HERET W‘
; T14S B }r_'_i_]:f K | Y [ | Ly ¥ Keamey | Park
1k s 0.;\05?’1' 1 o n'Eg s R oA ® &/ TS Rjok ey L1 e 1)as 1ok
T ; CLi I - 3 = | = B L
C A Lﬁ?i,:FLf_ " ga : AN 5 N A 1E :
. - i ,..--"'xl H e 5 / ~]
T-L = Ijﬂ;.— ."?%\ = — s I,
$% SN o | s >
#::_“ N1 1 i~ S I ] ;“T A BN £ I \%
| | | =) -
P A TR Mg e | HssRige ?‘3 '!tla. Rid @1 Y E E\";\ / & \ = B S, 3
iw___ﬁﬂf tuugpna e J\3 | / g/ T | SAN JOAQUIN R anons | ave
Y . ! '
R N L ! | omane B} | ! THSH it N SN 1l e TISE Ring (= (IR
N a - s g SR o
. =NWEEN : % < S i
MM 5 T e ¥ = ™, w = M,
_ — o1 ey BE ] ] 5
RN o 58 e o i "
) "':‘;"_;"j,_. | xab A ] Ifn?ill'?‘% Im ", 3 g M&Ltg
L\ @%h 2, Tiny RI3E -\q | Fish kidi g T6Y RIS friad sk
-L\ aﬂ?ﬁf g — Lo — (! BE
AN IR T G crk | | —f]
T . i i
: [ / r=T — T
e | L o1 Cheryo din -, \ 1
% 4 TR 1| . . [
e W ! M | 1 2l 1
a "‘\ mm:‘;:}lu E ] [ &[rif midy % T1fs 1
T178 RIGE | | \\ ,_3_ B ] ] .m__ﬁ ot
e Al 3 A Shumirrrhu |
SIS
L AN \ E
[ : =
.'5:""'[‘_":“—"'_'r | T1lS R S8 ﬁ
TIkS K {.J'“?;‘ ot S o #H |
1 h: T1s kil g/ Bl mips mfe
i | 3 B
Jf T A i f Y
;jt' e k rIJ -\W‘J { “"E)}
man % ":__Fﬁuq A \ I Ao
| | | | “’l i e~




Site Photos and
Key Observation Points









KOP 1: View east from residences near W Callfornla Ave and N San Diego A\re showing ex;stmg North
Star gen-tie line agricultural fields.

KOP 2: View northeast from Project’s northwest corner on W California Ave and San Bernadino Ave
showing North Star Substation and PV facility.

SOURCE: ESA, 2018 First Solar Little Bear



KOP 3: View southwest from W California Ave showing existing agricultural land uses and structures on
Project site in the foreground and the Diablo Range in the background.

KOP 4: View northeast from W California Ave showing FCI Mendota in the foreground and the City of
Mendota in the background.

SOURCE: ESA, 2018 First Solar Little Bear



KOP 5: View from W Panoche Rd. and S Derrick Ave. showing the Project site in the foreground and the
Diablo Range in the background.

KOP 6: View north from W Jensen Ave near S Ohio Ave showing the Project site and existing structures
in the foreground and the North Star Solar Facility and FCI Mendota in the background.

SOURCE: ESA, 2018 First Solar Little Bear



KOP 7: View east from W Jensen Ave near S Ohio Ave showing a typical unimproved road between
fallow agricultural fields near Project’s southern boundary.

KOP 8: View northwest from W North Ave near an unnamed road showing the Project site in the middle
ground and the North Star Solar gen-tie line along the horizon. :

SOURCE: ESA, 2018 First Solar Little Bear



KOP 9: Views west from the Project site’s western border showing adjacent pomegranate fields in the
foreground and the Diablo Range in the background.

KOP 10: Views northwest from the Project site’s western border showing the Project site in the
foreground and the North Star Solar Project, FCl Mendota, and the City of Mendota in the background.

SOURCE: ESA, 2018 First Solar Little Bear



Noise, CNDDB, Cumulative
Projects Maps



Belmont Ave.

SOURCE: ESRI (2018); ESA (2018)
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Figure 3.1-1
Potentially Cumulative Projects within
15-miles of the Little Bear Solar Site



[ Project Location
7| 5-mile Buffer Area

CNDDB Occurrence

I Burrowing owl

Coast horned lizard
*/ . Giant gartersnake
Bl Hoover's eriastrum
| Longhorn fairy shrimp

il zi el 2F 2

I Palmate-bracted salty bird's-beak
I swainson's hawk

I Tricolored blackbird

[ Vvalley Sink Scrub

I Vemal pool fairy shrimp

I western pond turtie

I \Western spadefoot

[] Other occurrences (as labeled)
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