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Please see the enclosed letter on recommendations for the FY 2020-2021 budget
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CENTRAL CALIFORNIA
ASTHMA COLLABORATIVE

September 14, 2020

Jean M. Rousseau, CPA

Fresno County Administrative Officer
2281 Tulare Street, Suite 304

Fresno, California 93721

Chairman Buddy E. Mendes

Fresno County Board of Supervisors
2281 Tulare Street

Fresno, California 93721

RE: Fresno County FY 2020-2021 Recommended Budget

Dear Mr. Rousseau and Chairman Mendes,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments regarding the FY 2020-2021 Recommended
Budget and the immense work it took considering the COVID-19 global pandemic and the
devastating Creek Fire occupying County Staff’s time and resources.

The recommendations listed below are directly informed by the various unincorporated
communities through Fresno County that have been advocating for structural changes for years.
The pandemic did not show us any new issues that need to be addressed in Fresno County, rather
it put a spotlight on the structural changes that this county must implement in order for every
resident to have equitable access to health, resources, opportunity, and shelter. Fresno County






must travel upwards of an hour to reach the closest cooling center. This is completely
inexcusable and is a public health hazard that must be mitigated. Fresno County must
immediately begin working with communities and CBO’s to identify locations and provide
funding to equip locations in rural parts of the county and ensure there is equitable access to
cooling centers targeting lower-income areas where homes disproportionately may not have
access to air conditioners. In addition, the county must develop a clear plan that ensures ongoing
operation and maintenance costs will not burden low-income residents.

III.  Allocate Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds to address needs SB
244 Analysis

Fresno County is currently updating their SB 244 Analysis, listing the various disadvantaged
unincorporated communities in Fresno County and their deficiencies in basic infrastructure.
Communities throughout the county identified issues with flooding, wastewater, fire protection,
drinking water, among many other issues collected by surveys issued by Public Works staff.
Again, many of these issues identified have been apparent to communities for years, and have
never been addressed by Fresno County. CDBG funds are allocated to Fresno County to address
these very issues, however the administrative expenses listed in the budget are severely limiting
the total amount available to fund infrastructure projects..

Through our analysis, we noticed the high administrative expenses for administering the CDBG
program and the Housing program. Currently, Fresno county is budgeting $659,038 for CDBG
administrative expenses, almost $100,000 above the 20% cap. Concurrently, Housing
administration expenses are budgeted for $798,688, we ask that these expenses be reevaluated to
ensure effective and efficient use of allocated taxpayer dollars designed for project construction.
Fresno County must also re-budget local general fund dollars for capital projects in DUCs to
address historical infrastructural inequities that are linked to public health concerns.
Additionally, Fresno County must allocate dollars for the CDBG advisory committee to develop
a comprehensive plan of projects based on need to prioritize funding in an equitable manner.

IV.  Funding for affordable housing development and permanent housing retention
program in Fresno County

Fresno County must invest in the development of affordable housing. Housing in Fresno County
has become increasingly inaccessible to many residents living in rural communities. From
farmworkers, to ederly folks, the unavailability of affordable housing has led to a greater number
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of irregular housing, overcrowding, and a growing unhoused population. This issue became
unavoidable once the pandemic overwhelmed the county and the most vulnerable and likely to
spread COVID-19 where those who did not have access to “shelter in place”or quarantine
effectively.

Fresno County’s rental market is a billion dollar industry, where almost 50% of the county’s
population is made up by renters and over 65% of those renters are paying unaffordable rents,
and frankly homeownership is not a possibility for many residents' . As the state and county
continue to find solutions to battle the wave of evictions caused by COVID-19 with limited
CARES dollars to address the inability of vulnerable populations to make rent, it is critical for
the county to provide a permanent legal defense fund to ensure that local legal aid have the
resources to assist tenants. Federal and State orders aimed at helping tenants have created a
complex process that is almost impossible to navigate without legal advice. In a 2019 report by
the California Bar Association, the Central Valley was recognized as an attorney desert,
meaning that many legal needs are often unmet. In the report, it was noted that for every $1
invested in legal housing defense aid, it saved $2.69 in homeless services®.

We urge Fresno County to develop an Affordable Housing Trust Fund, invest at least $10 million
dollars as initial funding, and identify sustainable funding sources. Affordable Housing Trust
Funds have been established in some form in various communities across the country to achieve
the preservation and production of safe housing for all incomes. Some of the programs these
funds can cover include, but are not limited to:
e Development of new affordable housing units to rent and own
e Construction of low barrier and transitional housing for those experiencing homelessness,
recently incarcerated, and so on
e Homeownership Programs such as first time homebuyer down payment programs,
educational programs, and general support for buyers navigating their first purchase
® Legal aid and defense fund to protect the thousands of tenants being formally and
informally evicted every year

In establishing such a fund, Fresno County will model and lead inland California on how a
government can aid in improving housing conditions and ameliorating the housing crisis only
exacerbated by the pandemic. Whatsmore, establishing a local funding source also allows the
County to pursue additional state dollars like from the Local Housing Trust Fund Program, and

! Evicted in Fresno, page 1, https://drive.google.com/file/d/1w20__CstpJHwLDmioY 2070ZwCk6fK pu9/view
? California’s Attorney Desters, page 8,
http://www.calbar.ca.gov/Portals/0/documents/accessJustice/ Attorney -Deseri-Policy-Brief.pdf
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