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FYI: AN EXPERT'S OPINION ON THE NEW 2026 "BUSINESS PLAN" FROM CAHSRA
Dear Mr. Appletan,
CCi-d:- Mr. Hillon, Congressmen McClintock, Kiley, Fong & Valadao; Assemblymembers Tangipa, Macedo &
DeMaio;
- Senaltor Strickland: Supervisors Bredefeld & Magsig: Mr. Maaske, Ms. Grimes

FYI. Not the opinion of a country lawyer with a lifetime in transporlation; bul rather, the opinion of an expert,
Tom was the expert wilness for Santa Claa County Taxpayers Assn in their litigation with VTA, SCC's equal
to FAX-FUX-FNO in Fresno,
He co-authored the Reason Foundation's pre-Election analysis of Prop. 1A 1n 2008,
S0, with the governing statule for government approval af rail mergers on lhe books,
48 USC 11324(c), "in the public interest," where is the leadership for diverting the CAHSRA's
Supermassive Black Hole to a capitalist railroad, e.g., our Class Ones in California, UPRR,
whose merger application is pending at the Surface Transportation Board, and BNSFE.
Baoth the envy of the World when it comes lo railroads.
As in "railroads;” nol horizontal socialist elevators conceived insalvent, barn bankrupt.
Joe Thompson
(408) B07--7351 cell phone
Fresno, CA 93711 in Mr. McClinlock's District

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: Joseph P Thompson <translaw@pacbell.net=
To: tarubin@earthlink.net <tarubin@earthlink.net=
Sent: Monday, April 27, 2026 al 06:58:32 PM PDT
Subject: Re: California High-Speed Rail Authority Board of Directors Meeling Agenda for April 29, 2026 - Amended

Dear Tom,

One year AST&L awarded me "Best Research Paper," can't remember, but maybe 1993-94,
Anyhow, after accepting the award, | went over to UPRR's HQ, and somehow managed to
get an appointment with their top guy for Intermodal. Went into a Conference Room, just
the two of us. Table was longer than ones they use in Buckingham Palace. Told him what
| thought about restoration of intermodal facilities for the Central California Coast Region.
They had closed them in Salinas Valley and Santa Clara Valley. During the Vietnam War
| was graveyard shift supervisor for the one in San Jose. Spent 10 years 1970-1980 with
UPRR Traffic in San Jose, tracing, expediting and diverting TOFC produce trailers and
PFE Reefers on the "Salad Bowl Express," 7th morning schedule promised to the ag
shippers. Went SP-Ogden-UP-Council Bluffs-CNW-Chicago-PC. In hot weather out
here, they would load lettuce before they had a buyer for it. Enroute, they would sell,

about:blank 15
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and then need lo divert one of their "roller cars' ta they buyer, e.g., Figgly-Wiggly,
Allanta. So, when they called, | had to find out if it has passed over the hump at
North Platte. If not, then | could divert it. If too late for North Platte, then they'd
have to call the CNW or PC. All tao often unsald lettuce, elc., reached Hunts
Point Market in NYC, where it sold cheap.

UP HQ was 1600 Dodge Street in Omaha.

Also had a tour of the Harriman Dispatch Center. Looked like SAC HQ
with all the displays covering the walls.

All the best my friend.
Caveat viator.
Joe Thompson
(408) 607---7351 cell phone

On Monday, April 27, 2026 at 06:39:28 PM PDT, <tarubin@earthlink.net> wrote:

TAR: There is a statutory requirement for the California High Speed Rail Authority to
adopt annual business plans.

So, they do.

There is no statutory requirement for any such plan to have any connection, no matter
how remote, with reality, nor make the slightest bit of sense.

So, | recommend that you treat the CaHSRA business plans with every bit of respect it
deserves.

No, don’t know of any discussion group where they discuss the CaHSRA business plans
— that is just to hard to do because it takes so long for everyone to stop laughing.

I grew up in Omaha, Nebraska, where, for years, | drove up and down Dodge Street more
days than I didn’t, If Lincoln has listened to Dodge, we'd still be riding horses,

... and | know the story of the instructions that Leland Standard, who was then the
California Governor, gave to the State Geologist as to where the Sierra Mountains began.

Tom Rubin

From: Joseph P Thompson <translaw@pacbell.net=

Sent: Monday, April 27, 2026 6:17 PM

To: Tom Rubin <tarubin@earthlink.net=

Subject: Fw: California High-Speed Rail Authority Board of Directors Meeting Agenda for April 29, 2026
- Amended

Dear Tom,

On the Agenda: Adopt the 2026 "Business Plan"?
S0, WTF. What does this remind you of? Lenin's "business plan” to run Russia with communisim?
Is therr "Business Plan” really an insolvency-kept-running-with-more-taxpayers'-subsidies plan?
More solvency than Amtrak and Caltrain combined?
[n 1864 when Granville Dodge told Lincoln that the TC railroad must be government owned.
Lincoln said, No, And why would a transportation attorney say "no” 1o a government owned railroad?

ahnnt-hlank 2/5
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CALIFORNIA High-Speed Rail Authority
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April 29, 2026
930 mom.

Main Location

California Tnvironmental Protection Agency
Byren Sher Room

1001 1 Street,

Sacramento, CA 95814

Pacifica Services, Inc.
106 South Mentor Avenue, #200
Fasadena, CA 811086

The California High-Speed Rail Authority's April 29, 2026, board meeting will
be conducted in-person and via webinar. Board Members may participate in
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JOSEPH P THOMPSON
Attoriey at iw
BA2 School Street, K370, Napa. ¢ A 94339
Coltphone (48) 007735
Fomails TransUav o Puclielt Net

SHORT VERSION:

Joe Thompson is a graduate of the Santa Clara University School of
Law. He is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S, Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, all U.S. District Courts in California, and before the
California Supreme Court. He is past-president (twice} of the Gilroy--Morgan Hill
Bar Assn,

LONG VERSION:

Joe Thompson was a member of the Transportation Lawyers Assn., and
served on TLA’s legislation (past Chair), intermodal, arbitration, and freight
claims committees. He was a member of Transportation & Logistics Council, Inc.
He has served on the Executive Committee of the Santa Clara County Bar Assn.'s
Debtor-Creditor-Commercial Law Section. He was & member of the Association
for Transportation Law, Logistics & Policy, and a candidate for the American
Society for Transportation and Logistics. He served on the Government Review
Councils of the San Benito County and Gilroy Chambers of Commerce, and was a
member of the Gavilan Employers Advisory Council. He was appointed to the San
Benito County Citizens Rail Advisory Committee, San Benito County Citizens
Transit Task Force, and served on the Steering Committee of the Safe Kids
Coalition. He was a member of Citizens for Reliable and Safe Highways, and the
Conference of Freight Counsel. He received the National Directors Award for the
best transportation research paper in the U.S. in 1997 from the AST&L. During
Governor Pete Wilson’s administration, he participated three years in the
Regulatory Reform Roundtable. He is a 1966 graduate of the Motor Carrier Fleet
Safety Supervisor School at U.C.-Berkeley, and was employed as dispatcher and
supervisor by Pacific Motor Trucking (1964-1 970}, and as clerk by Union Pacific
Railroad (1970-1980). His articles have been published by Transportation Law
Journal, Western Growers Association Magazine, and Transportation Lawyer
Magazine and Salinas Californian.




JOSEPH THOMPSO M

High Speed Rail project
Is a giant boondoggle

The following we sabmitted by email to the
Morgan Hill City Council as public input prir
to the council’s seheduled Now. 15 waorksitap o
the California High Speed Ruil project,

™ am a past President of Gilroy- Morgan
Hill Bar Association, a member of the
Transportation Lawyers Association,
and past Chair of TLA'S Legislation
Committee. 1 have practiced
transportation law in the South County

for 38 years, and have done post-doctloral

study of transportation law and policy al the
NormanY. Mineta International Institute lor
surface Transportation Policy Studies, and al
Transportation Research Board, Geargelown
University; and at the Library of Congress. |
am a graduate of SISU, and the University of
Santa Clara Law School, and T have 52 years
of transportation industry experience dating
back to my junior year at Cupertino | ligh
School, when I worked (or the SPR I, and Later
at UPRRin San Jose (1970-1950).

My comments are personal, and not
made on behaltola clicnt or any professional
organization to which [ helong.

For astate thal cannol allord adequate
lire suppression, or witler storage, it is bacd
public policy to add to the public transit
boondoggles that the taxpayers (mostly
motorists) already shoulder, under the worst
tax/fee burdens among all the states.

What the Calitornia High Specd Rail
Authority is doing, which is not whal voters
voted for in Prop. 1A in 2004, is contrary
to the conclusions of both the President's
Blue Ribbon Commission on 74 nsport
Funding, and the California Transportation
Commission. Botl ol them concluded it we
ought to fund transport with "user fees.”

Giving away transit rides, by any mode,
with fares near zevo, diverting the costs to
motorists' gas and diesel taxes, is unlair,

tsound, and unsustaimable transport policy.

Taxing people out of their cars is a public
policy plunging us down the Road to Serfdom,
intended Lo creipple our stile's ceonomy.,

Wealrewdy pay our laxes (or many wastetul
buoudogples like Amtrak, Caltrain, ACE Train,
BART, Light Railand county Lransit, when it
would be muel cheaper for taxpayers ifwe just
purchascd cach transit vider his own MW, or
patid his taxi fare, or his Uber tare.

ant

¢ Wealready pay

& our taxes for many
wasteful boondoggles like
Amtrak, Caltrain, ACE
Irain, BART, Light Rail
and county transit, when
it would be much cheaper
Jor taxpayers if we just
purchased each transit
rider his own BMW.

Calitorum's voters voted Tor sel=suflicient

Bish speed rail ota Supermassive Black Hole
added to the alveady intolerable public seetor
transit Black tHoles that our lost leadership
lorees us Lo subsidize.

This bad public policy is making
California into Northern Venezuela. | urge
loval leaders to support the repeal of Prop.1A.

Caveatvialor,

Svseplt Thomgpson is ao attorney whose lage
ufftces aee in Gilroy. He can be reached at
franstare @ pachell et

.
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BILL TO AUTHOR~Z CAHS
SPERDING ON SC
Dear Mr. Appleton,

IALIST HSR

CC:-'d:- Mr. Broeske, Ms. wusson, Mr. Maaske; Supervisors
Councilman Karbc‘ $30; Asseluolymembers
Tangipa, »e I\/Ialo & wlacedo; Congressmen McClintor

Senators Stricklarict = Grove: (Vs Grlmes

Please alert you . listener: to the progress of this bill, AB-1:
enacted, would altw.v the CA: iSRA to
conceal adverse irniiormation,
Bullet Train.

Like transit agericies concealing the truth abous their insoly:

and
did,
g divert=d

cmitting their capiiz!
fixed costs, like Enron
taxes. which are b

to fund socialist puric sector iransit boondoggles like FAX-FU -

SBCCOG,
Califcrnia
public sector union
employees SEIU,

If CAHSRA czn izgally ¢
dollars, then what rxt?
Will all agencies ir alifornia
dollars? Nothing

COGs ai over

so that 1oty and »

nceal fraud, waste aid abuse by

2,
NEXT™ W= 7N
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assi@fresno.gov; asseml lymember.tari . .
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gov; assemblymember. macedo@assem!

RA TO CONCEAL TRUTH ABCL

2.g., fraud, waste and abuse, ab
ney by using "off-book account,’

lit.z Bernie Madoff did. "While motor=:=

early empty bus sea‘s can be tri:

government be permuited to hide

iy

g [+fem # /]
ﬁ, B L 5t240 BosS Mg

COMMENT —

sitalkbrad@gmail.com,
alvalleygroup.com, reply-rbr9upgjmb-
@stevehiltonforgovernor.com;
a@outreach.assembly.ca.gov;
oly.ca.gov; infowdavidtangipadca.com;
Jov; cal5tm.outreach@mailhouse.goy;
dsecommunications.gov,

a.gov; rosalinca.alexander@asm.ca.gov;
om

T FRAUD & WASTEFUL

dredefeld & Magsig; Mr. Hilton;

Kiley, Fong & Obernolte;
5, In the Assembly, which, if
the Supermassive Black Hole
are paying intolerable gas

“NO, VTA, TAMC, SCCRTC,

sported by grossly overpaid

sur government, wasting our tax

< truth about their theft of our tax

happened to EDD = ter their cisgraceful, shameful waste and ' +ud of our tax dollars during
Ccvid. is that going ' -
become standard o+ 2rating 1.rocedure in California? i
Jos Thompson /
Fresro, CA 93711 v Mr. McClintdck's District MAY 06 -
f]ﬁ”i 60 ’——~»7351/ ¢lphone  / L8

.y /44 % Joseph P Thompson CLERK. BOARD F SUPFD
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416 W Audubon Dr
Fresno CA 93711-6893
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Joseph P Thompson
416 W Audubon Dr
Fresno CA 93711-6893

CA AB1608 | 2025-2026 | Regular Session

California Assembly Bill 1608
Status

Sponsorship: Partisan Bill (Democrat 1)

Status: Introduced on January 20 2026 - 25% progression

Action: 2026-04-23 - Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
Text: Latest bill text (Amended) [HTML]

Summary

An act to amend Section 39719.3 of the Health and Safety Code, and to amend Sections 187010, 187020, 187024, 187034, and
187038 of, to amend the heading of Division 19,7 (commencing with Section 187000) of, to amend the headings of Chapter 2
(commencing with Section 187020) and Chapter 3 {commencing with Section 187030) of Division 19.7 of, and to add Sections
187026, 187035, and 187037 to, the Public Utilities Code, relating to transportation.

Title
Office of the Inspector General, High-Speed Rail.

Sponsors

" Asm. Lori Wilson [D]

Roll Calls

2026-04-22 - Assembly - Do pass (Y: 9 N: 4 NV: 0 Abs: 2) [PASS]
2026-04-07 - Assembly - Do pass and be re-referred to the Committee on [Appropriations] (Y: 9 N: 3 NV: 0 Abs: 0) [PASS]
2026-03-23 - Assembly - Do pass and be re-referred to the Committee on [Judiciary] (Y: 12 N: 4 NV: 0 Abs: 0) [PASS]

History

Date Chamber : Action

2026-04-23 Assembly Read second time. Ordered to third reading.
2026-04-22 Assembly From committee: Do pass. (Ayes 9. Noes 4.) (April 22).

From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on APPR, {Ayes 9. Noes 3.) (April 7). Re-referred to

2026-04-08 Assembly Com. on APPR

From committee: Do pass and re-refer to Com. on JUD. (Ayes 12. Noes 4.) (March 23). Re-referred to
Com. on JUD.

2026-03-11 Assembly Re-referred to Com. on TRANS.

2026-03-24 Assembly

From committee chair, with author's amendments: Amend, and re-refer to Com. on TRANS. Read

2026-03-10 Assembly second time and amended.

2026-02-17 Assembly Referred to Coms. on TRANS. and JUD.
2026-01-21 Assembly From printer. May be heard in committee February 20.
2026-01-20 Assembly Read first time. To print.

Code Citations

' Chapter Section Citation Type Statute Text
Health and Safety Code 39719.3 Amended Code Citation Text
Public Utilities Code 187010 Amended Code Citation Text

tps://legiscan.com/CA/bill/AB1608/2025 12



Chapter

Public Utilities Code

Public Utilities Code
Public Utilities Code
Public Utilities Code
Pubtic Utilities Code
Public Utilities Code

Public Utilities Code

Section

187020

187026
187034
187035
187037
187038

Citation Type

Amended Code

manded Code
Mew Cod

Amended Code
New Code
New Code

Amended Code

Statute Text
Citation Text
See Bill Text
Citation Text
See Bill Text
See Bill Text
Citation Text

California State Sources

Type Source
Summary  https://leginfo.legislature.ca gov/faces/billStatusClient. xbtmi7bill = 2025205 60A5 1605
Text https://leginfo.legislature.ca .gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtmi?bill_id=202520260AB1608#99INT
~ Text https://leginfo.legislature‘ca,gov/faces/biHTextCHent.xhtml?billmid=20252026OABl608#98AMD :

" Roll Call https://legmfo.Iegislature.ca.gov/faces/biHVotesCIient.xhtml?bill_id=20252026OABI608

Wps:/legiscan.com/CA/bIll/AB1608/2025



Bill Text: CA AB1608 | 2025-2026 | Regular Session | Amended
California Assembly Bill 1608

Bill Title: Office of the Inspector General, High-Speed Rail.
Sponsorship: Partisan Bill {(Dzrmocrat 1)
Status: (Introduced) 2026-04-23 - Read second time. Ordered to third reading. [AB1608 Detail]

Download: California-2025-AB1608-Amended.htm|

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 10, 2026

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2025-2026 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL o o : ... NO.1608

Introduced by Assembly Member Wilson

January 20, 2026

An act to amend Section 39719.3 of the Heallth and Safely Code, and to amend Sections 187010, 187020, 187024, 187034, and 187038 of, to amend
the heading of Division 19.7 {commencing with Section 187000) of, to amend the headings of Chapter 2 (commencing with Section 187020) and
Chapter 3 (commencing with Scction 187030) of Division 19.7 of, and to add Sections 187026, 187035, and 187037 to, the Public Utilities Code,
relating to transportation.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 1608, as amended, Wilson. Office of the Inspector General, High-Speed Rail.

Existing law creates the High-Speed Rail Authority to develop and implement a high-specd rail system in the state. Existing law creates
the High-Speed Rail Authority Office of the Inspector General and authorizes the High-Speed Rail Authority Inspector General to initiate
an audit or review regarding oversight related to delivery of the high-speed rail project undertaken by the authority and the selection
and oversight of contractors related to that project. Existing law authorizes the Inspector General to select, appoint, and employ
officers and employees necessary to carry out the functions of the office, as specified.

This bill would rename the office as the Office of the Inspector General, High-Speed Rail and revise the title of the Inspector General as
the Inspector General of the High-Speed Rail.

This bill would authorize the Inspector General to adopt and make use of the classifications, associated salary ranges, and other forms
of compensation established or ctherwise used by other state agencies identified by the Inspector General as performing comparable
oversight work, as specified.

This bill would authorize the Inspector General to contract for goods and services that the Inspector General deems necessary for the
furtherance of the purposes of the office. For a contract up to $1,000,000 in value, the bill would exempt the Inspector General from all
contract requirements of the Public Contract Code that require oversight, review, or approval by the Department of General Services or
any other state agency.

This bill would require the Inspector General, upon completion of an audit or review, to publish a complete report on its internet
website, provide notification of the pubiished repurt to the Governor and the High-Speed Rail Authority, and submit a copy of the report
to the Legislature. The bill would - - s the Inspector Generalfrgr oo ioat oy bhety-avadable to hold that report,

or @ portion of that report. confid o spediled, i the Inspector General determines that the = report, or portion of the

Py e 1 g - o
frAeTy EY
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e Inspactor

Ctor General from releasing certain types of
Inspector General from destroying any papers
ifter the corresponding report is published or

Records Act, but would the employees of
records to the public, ex: tances. The bill would pr¢
or memoranda used to Loa ocompl l dit or review sooner than 3 y
delivered, as specified.

Existing law authorizes the i
or entity having those
reproduction of those recor

ss certain records and propenty
el POSSESssion or under e
Ve request of the Inspector G

and requires an officer or employee of any agency
alrol to perrmit access to, and examination and
s specified.

This bill would specify that el v roti under these circumstances does not constitute a

waiver of that confident

redinind cnrormation to the Inspector G

Existing law requires the Inspectur General o report at least annually to the Legisiature and the Governor a summary of its findings of
any reviews, investigations, or audits, when the High-Speed Rail Authority provides statutorily required documents to the Legislature,
and upon request of the Legislature or Governor.

This bill would instead require the Inspector General to report at least annually to the Legislature and the Governor a summary of its
findings of any reviews, investigations, or audits published pursuant to the above-described provisions at the beginning of each fiscal
year and upon request of the Legislature or Governor,

Existing constitutional provisions require that a statute that limits the right of access to the meetings of public bodies or the writings of
public officials and agencies be adopted with findings demonstrating the interest protected by the limitation and the need for protecting
that interest,

This bill would make legisiative findings Lo that affect,

Digest Key

Vote: majority Approprigtion: no  Fiscal Committeo: ves Local Program: no

Bill Text
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. (a) The Legisiature finds and declares all of the following:

(1) Timely, independent oversight of the high-speed rail project is critical to both the success of the project and to ensuring that
public funds used on the project are spent efficiontly and effectively.

(2) The Office of the Inspuctur General, High-Speed Rail was created to fulfill this role.

(3) It is necessary for the Office of the Inspector General, High-Speed Rail tc be independent in its design and operation so that
delays in acquisition, or increased custs, related to personnel, goods, and services do not impair its ability to fulfill its mission.

(b) For the reasons stated in subdivision (&), it is the intent of the Legislature thal the Office of the Inspector General, High-Speed Rail
has the ability to operate nde - of other state agencies when publishing reports, making hiring decisions, and entering into
contracts with a value of up t¢ %1,000,000.

SEC. 2. Section 39719.3 of the Health and Safety Code is amended to read:

39719.3. (a) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) "Fully funded” means the migh-Speed Rail Authority has secured funding to complete the Merced to Bakersfield segment within
the timelines identified in cuent Business plan prepared pursuant o Section 185033 of the Public Utilities Code or project
update report prepared pursuant Lo Section 185033.5 of the Public Utilities Code and the Office of the Inspector General, High-Speed
Rail has confirmed that the High-Speed Rail Authority has secured that funding

N

(RN SR BT hS

most

(2) “"Merced to Bakersficld segment” means o 171-mile electrified dual-track segment that is usable for high-speed rail service in the
central valley from Merced o Bakershield, with a new combined station in downtown Merced, and connections to the Amtrak San
Joaquins and the Altamont Corridor Expross,

(b) Notwithstanding par: 2y of subdivision (D) of Section 39719 =i s paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 39719.4,
beginning with the 2022-23 fiscal year, it is tne intent of the Legislature that the iHigh-Speed Rail Authority prioritize use of the funds
provided pursuant to Section 34719 o0 Suenon 39719.4 to complete the Merced to Bakersfield segment.

2/6
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ants or othar existing

(2) State gperations activiiicsg

fuehion management and project devolopment and enterprisewide capital expenditures.

(3) (A) Additional activiu
delivering the project, ¢

ed five hundred million doliars ($500,000,000), that maximize the efficiency of

).

(B) The High-Speed Rail Au
Inspector General, i
shall conduct a cost-bunef
and make a finding as
Merced to Bakersficid s
houses of the Legislature
of both houses of the

2 advance notification of work described in subparagraph (A) to the Office of the
the chairs of the relevant commiriees of both houses of the Legislature. The OIG
:posed work outside the Merced to Bakersfield segment within 60 days of notification
nditure of funds for the proposed work will result in a delay in the completion of the
, the OIG shall provide ! walysis to chairpersons of the committees of both
ations and the chairpersons ¢ committees and the appropriate subcommittees
: ¢ the State Budget before contracts for projects outside of the Merced to Bakersfield
wecd Rond Authority for approval.

{

(C) Before expenditure of
applications to the chairpae:
chairpersons of the conu
Budgetl. Approval of ine
notification in writing 1o uf
chairpersons of the comnuttecs
Budget.

suant Lo this paragraph, the High-Specd Rail Authority shall provide notification of grant
of the committees of both houses of the Legislature that consider appropriations and the
the appropriate subcommittees of both houses of the Legislature that consider the State
the Department of Finance may be authorized no sooner than 30 days after
committees in each house of the Legislature that consider appropriations and the
spropriate subcommittees in each Mouse of the Legislature that consider the State

Forive oo
(SIS

(d) (1) This section shall become inoperatve on June 30, 2030, or when the Merced to Bakersfield segment is fully funded, whichever
is sooner, and shall be repealed an January 1 of the following year.

(2) The High-Speed Rail &
with Section 9795 of the

vthiority snall inform the Legislature when the Merced 1o Bakersfield segment is fully funded in compliance
ernmern Codes,

SEC. 3. The heading of Divisivn 19.7 Leommending with Section 187000) of the Public Utitities Code is amended to read:
DIVISION 19.7. Office of the Inspector General, High-Speed Rail

SEC. 4. section 187010 ¢i the Public Utilitivs Code is amended to read:

187010. Unless the conlexl requires athe: wisG, tor purposes of this division, the following definitions apply:

(a) “Inspector General” means the Inep weral 0f the High-Speed Rail appointed pursuant to Section 187020.

(b) "Merced to Bakersfield segment” mans @ 171 -mile electrified dual-track segment that is usable for high-speed rail service in the
central valley from Merced 1 Vel monew combined station in downtown Merced, and connections to the Amtrak San
Joaquins and the Altamont Corrsior Eap
(c) "Office” means the Office ¢! the Insoector wureral, High-Speed Rail established pursuant to Section 187020,
(d) “Personnel issues” means matiers
employees, including, but rot fimi
actions, grievances, merit issue

immaterial effect, as deterniine:
division, “personnel issues” do
having a material effect, as ds

ty the employment relationsiip between the High-Speed Rail Authority and its
and promotional decisions, performance reviews, progressive discipline, adverse
place harassment, discrimination, or possible wage or supply theft having an
Iispector General, on the planning, delivery, and operation of the project. For purposes of this

ff aste, abuse, or mismanagement by the High-Speed Rail Authority or its employees
ctor General, on the planning, delivery, and operation of the project.

wertaken by the High-Speed Rail Acthority pursuant to Division 19 (commencing with
nnencing with Section 2704} and Chapter 20.5 (commencing with Section 2704.75)

(e) “Project” means the high-s
Section 185000) of this cod.
of Division 3 of the Streets ar

SEC. 5. The heading of
read:

CHAPTER 2. Office of the Ynspector Ganeral, High-Speed Rail

SEC. 6. Saction 187020 ¢ tiie PUb i Liidites Lo e s amended (o read:

187020. (a) (1) There is hereby croatea the O s of the Inspector General, Hign-Spead Rail,
eral of the High-Speed Haill 15 a four-year term from a list of three qualified

(2) The Governor shall appoint the in ¢
= Audit Committee. The Joint Legislative Audit Committee shall select the three qualified

individuals nominated by the

36
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e Journals of
| prow:cm 1zl journals

rs of the ’Leu::,d‘”

{3) The Legislature and the Governor oy o
making its nominations.

(b) The oifice shall not be a s
(c) The Inspector General miay 1ot bu renoved sun office by the Governor gudng that tunn, except for good cause.
SEC. 7. Section 187024 of v Puslic Uulitive Cuce s amended to read:

187024. (a) Subject to apy
carry out the functions of the
have the requisite training ane oxp

- General shail select, and employ officers and employees necessary to
+ selections, the Inspector G ‘al shall ensure that those officers and employees
s the Inspector General to carry cut their duties effectively,

(b) To recruit and retain quatified officers and o
necessary to perform time-sciuilive, tacnmcatiy
law, adopt and make use of tie classif
used by other state agencies identified
General determines that any widividual i

oyces with the relatively highior lovel of education, expertise, knowledge, and ability
pnolex raviews of the projed nspector General may, notwithstanding any other
wations, cosociated salary ranges, and othio torms of compensation established or otherwise
Dy the | ctor General as performing cormparable oversight work, so long as the Inspector
! seets or exceads applicable chigindily requirements and minimum gqualifications.

[SICIERIT

SEC. 8. Section 187026 is nuded to the Pubiic Julities Code, to read:

187026. (a) The Inspector Cones:
furtherance of the purposes of @iz ¢

gy cosuact for goods end services tnar the Inspector General deems necessary for the

(b) For a contract up to one owlhon dollars (81 000 GuU) in value, the Inspeclor General shall be exempt from all contract requirements
of the Public Contract Code 'mal reque: oversiy review, or aporoval Dy tihe Department of General Services or any other state
agency.

SEC. 9. The heading of Cr
read:

C 3 ocemmenang with Section 187030) of Drvasien 19.7 of the Public Utilities Code is amended to

CHAPTER 3. Responsibiiities of the Inspector General of the High-Speed Rail

SEC. 10. Section 18703 i rive £l iy - SRR GMendet 1o rea;

187034. (a) Notwithstanding
necessary by the Inspector ¢
vouchers, correspondence, fi
High-Speed Rail Authority in
these records or property it
consistent with the provisions of tiyg
representative,

spector General during reguia
Lo and authonty to examinm
r records, and to examime th
s authorized by this division
thair control shall o
U request of the In:

ousiness hours or at any other time determined
reproduce any and all books, accounts, reports,
bank accounts, money, or other property of the
¢ utficer or employee of any agency or entity having
w5 Lo, and examination and reproduction thereof
General or the Inspector General’s authorized

(b) The High-Speed Rail Authority shall ensure (1ot the right-of-access provisicns

ribed in subdivision (a) are included in all of its

contracts or amendments exeouied o0 or after Lyt 2024, In winch project o ~olb e expended.
(¢} Providing crmf/den(/a/ 1 : roohe CSUSFHL Lo : teons, wiciuding, but not himited to, confidential
information that is subject to SR e cese of Thal

PSEC, 11, Sectivn 18703515 ad e Public Utilities Code, to road

187035, (a) The Inspector General shali not ¢
than three years after the corizspondin

oy any papers or memoranda wsed to support a completed audit or review sooner

ished or delivered pursuant to Secuion 187037,

2ol

(b) All books, papers, record.,
(commencing with Section 7¢
the Inspector General, except that none of the |

of the office pertaining tu s work are public records subject to Division 10
Government Code and snall Lo filed at any of the regularly maintained offices of
wng itemns or papers of ¢ items are a part shall be released to the public
wpactor Generals
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spector General for purposes of paragraph (3) of

subdivision (a) of Sect’/on 1 their papers and correspondence be kept private

and confidential. -T¥ e Cor s LAY OF e : o {a) of Saction 187032, those papers and

correspondence shaH becom pu Jrtten request is withdrawe: o unon the order of the Inspector General.

(2) Papers, correspondence ande, o an sebslantive inferimation pestaceny Lo any audit or review not completed.
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(c) The restrictions on public oo o e
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the disclosure of public recorc

SEC. 12

L Section 187027 s adio s

187037.
Section 187030, the Inspecto:

(a) Except as prov
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(1) Publish a complete repor on its i

(2) Provide, in compliance wih poloie
the High-Speed Rail Authorit,

(3) Submit a copy of the pubiisheu report o
(b) (1) The Inspector General
report, confidential for the po:
the report, would describe o
detectlon controls, or pencm
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(2) If the Inspector Generai ma
follawing:

(A) Make publicly avaiiz:  an.
identified pursuant to oo rage

(B) Publicly disclose i
determunation,

(C) Deliver a confidential rapoi
resolve the identified weixnes
board chair of the High-% i
on Transportation, or tii
confidential anly so fonc
articulable risk identific::
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(3) Within 120 days after ¢

or g portion of a report
Upon each reassessment,
confidential or issue a writt ot

1. SEC, 13, sectios

187038. (a) Notwithstanding
Legistature and the Governor
pursuant to Section 187037 a: :n
posted on the office’s internet
The summary shall include,
recommendations the office t

but ot
sormadi Mo
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s of the state.

rmited Lo, all investigative files and work product,
w2ssary to serve the interests of the state, may
a violation of laws, rules, or regulations, or
specific danger to the public health and safety.
on 187032, the Inspector General may also
0 conducted pursuant to this division whenever

WOrily,

(3) o
S resuls
core

poshall only I e

ords in the possession or control of the
cey L comply with all applicable laws regarding

fre Pablic Uulities Code, to reas

upon complation of an audit

following:

ur review conducted pursuant to subdivision (a) of

nolication of the published report to the Governor and

Slure i commphance with Sootion 9795 of the Government Code,

PR wosesn tad may hold a report, or @ portion of a
craplo 2 if the Inspectyr General determines that the report, or a portion of
ssus, inclading those inveivig mformat:or\ securlty, physical security, fraud

iy RRve it
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SR O
fo the project or to state operations if publicly
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v paragraph (1} e Inspector General shall-delvers do all of the

Corperiaae s the report o cloes not pase the substantial and articulable risk

e . i has been anfiagenual and provide the rationale for the

that describes and makes recommendations to
which may include the executive director and
> on Transportation and the Senate Committee
;ssnt to this subparagraph shall remain
7 continue to pose the substantial and
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‘”ith oversight of the pro
airs of the /\55Lmbly Comin
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he portion of the report, that is held

amended to rn!

Code, the Inspuctar General shall report at least annually to the
and negative, i any reviews, investigations, or audits published
¢upon request of thie Legisiature or Governor, The summary shall be
bz o the public upson its release to the Legislature and the Governor.
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(d} s to be submitte L Lo S s {ajand (b ymitted in compliance with Section 9795
of the Govommcnt Code.
S5EC 14, The o aolares thal Sectior 12 of this act, which add Sections 187035 and

187037 to the Public Utilitic ;
public officials and agencies v.;u
provision, the Legislature muros e
protecting that interest:

on the pubhe s he meetings of public bodies or the writings of
ction 2 ol Jde 1 oof the Fr nia Constitution. Pursuant to that constitutional
W fingegs to demongtrate the inter ool protected by this limitation and the need for

or General, High-<:

ceping cortain records and roports of Uhe Office of the Insp '
Inspector General to fully con finvestigations and be necessary, '
of the high-speed rail projec: Undia rcuinstances, ko these records
public disclosure of the inforir .. .on cont in these records ang resorts,

«2d Rail confidential is necessary to enable the
fer certain circumstances, to ensure the security
s reports confidential outweighs the interest in
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‘Our country has never seen a fiscal disaster of this magnitude’

From: Joseph Patrick Thompson

Date: April 29, 2026 at 12:10 am

To: California Globe “CA High-Speed Rail Cost Explodes to $231 Billion from Original
$33B”

Friends,
If the suggestion box is open. Put CAHSRA in Ch. 9. Do a liquidating plan of

reorganization. Trade the partially completed infrastructure to the Class Ones in exchange for
restoration of intermodal facilities in all ag-shipping Counties.

Auction off everything elsc.

Have the Trustee seek clawback of fraudulent transfers; he gets an extra two years on the
Statute of Limitations courtesy of the Bankruptcy Code.

The additional TOFC & COFC revenue for the Class Ones offsets the losses moving
PASSENZErS. ‘

You'd have less traffic congestion on [-5 & Hwy. 99; fewer accidents, injuries & fatalities;
cleaner air; less road surface and bridge support deterioration.

UP is seeking approval for its merger with NS; “the public interest” is a condition precedent 1o
Surf-Board approval.

Public interest in the governing statute, 49 USC 11324(c) is not limited to the express
conditions in the Section.

AB-377 (Tangipa) was no solution.

Rather than hang Stonehenge 11 around the necks of future generations, lets switch HSR to the
private sector promised by Prop. TA.
Joe Thompson
(408) 607-7351; L

TransLaw@PacBell Net e %[ZZ
= s
P

https:/iwww. printfriendly. com/print?source=cs&urt=hitps%3A% 2F % 2F californiaglobe.com%2F fi%2Fhigh-speed-rail-cost-explodes-to-231-billion-from-¢ .



Train wreck. (Photo: public domain)

California’s High-Speed Rail boondoggle is now estimated to cost taxpayers $231 billion,
up from its original $33.5 billion price tag in 2008 when voters passed Proposition 1A.

"Our country has never seen a fiscal disaster of this magnitude,” California Rep. Kevin
Kiley said on X Monday.

https://www.printfriendly.com/print?source=cs&url=https %3A%2F %2 Fcaliforniaglobe.com%2Ffl%2Fhigh-speed-rail-cost-explodes-to-231-billion-from-o. ..
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from 2008, but the state’'s lawmakers seem to find that fact inconvenient,

And, the entire project is lacking in private, public and debt funding to complete even the
most minor operating segment — nearly 20 years later.

“If itis built, California’s High-Speed Rail would be the largest public works project in
state history. That fact alone appears to be intoxicating to state officials, in a perpetual
quest to have California be the first state to do anything,” I reported in 2011. That's how
long California’s High Speed Rail has served only as a jobs program and a really bad
joke on California voters and taxpayers.

"Even though high-speed rail has become nothing more than a pipeline project for
grabbing big money and a big lie, Gov. Jerry Brown signed a rail bill Wednesday, sealing
California's economic fate. Because of the illegitimacy of the project’s intent, California
taxpayers will be left holding the bill.”

' wrote that in 2012. Since then, the only thing that has changed is California Governor
Gavin Newsom is now responsible for this High Speed Swindle.

The bill Brown signed in 2012 authorized $5.8 billion to start construction of only one
high-speed rail line in the Central Valley, and included $2.6 billion in state rail bond
funds, along with $3.2 billion in federal funds.

“But California will have to borrow every dime of that state money to build the high-speed
boondoggle.”

“And that's the only federal funding the state will receive for the entire $68-$135 billion
project. The newest revised business plan claims to have reduced the cost of the
project to $68 billion from $98.6 billion by expanding the 130-mile line from Fresno to
Bakersfield, to Merced to San Fernando Valley, for a 300-mile segment. But many
economists and rail experts project that the project could cost as much as $135 billion.”

This could have been written today but it wasn't — this also is from 2012.
As | wrote in 2013 about High Speed Rail:

“In July 2012, the Legislature and Gov. Jerry Brown passed legislation to approve the
first $6 billion segment of high-speed rail tracks. This first segment starts with a $1.5
billion leg from Madera to Fresno in the Central Valley.

During Assembly and Senate floor debates and speeches, Democrats repeatedly said,
“This is our moment.” They talked of the significance of voting for the biggest
infrastructure project in California history. And they blathered incessantly of their own
importance in voting for the project.

https://www4prinlfriendly.com/print?source=cs&ur|:https°/o3A%2F%2Fcalifomiaglobe.com"/ozFﬂ%2Fhigh‘speed-rail-cost-explodes—to-ZS1—billion—from—o“ .
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eI ;’:’H,)/}‘ worman Diasne Harke v of Dana Fomil warned of dire ecaonomic

circumstances, “Gov. Brown and many Sacramento Democrals seem unable to set
priorities even though the state is bankrupt, boasts the lowest credit rating in the nation,
must borrow $10 billion for short-term cash flow needs, while cutting public safety dollars
and practicing ‘catch and release’ for state prisoners,” Harkey said. “We rank near the
bottom of the 50 states in public education achievement and the Sacramento solution is
to realign that function and implement trigger cuts IF voters don't agree to raise taxes in
November. But, billions in debt funding for one hundred miles of track with no train, no
ridership and no cost analysis is still on the table.”

Senator Tony Strickland posted to X Monday:

As | prepare for the Senate Transportation Committee hearing later today to discuss the
California High Speed Rail Authority’s 2026 draft Business Plan, here are my thoughts.
The nonpartisan LAO points out that the CHSRA has arbitrarily changed the scope of the
program and costs, ignores specific requirements that the California State Legislature
has imposed on the project, assumes significant changes in state law, and once again,
dramatically changes cost estimates. Even if the Authority accounts for these
requirements, it still lacks a clear funding plan to complete the project. The San
Francisco—Los Angeles line is now estimated at $231 billion! Overall, the Authority has
produced a completely unrealistic business plan. This is why we need to pull the plug on
this wasteful spending project because it will go down as the worst public project in world
history. Even Lou Thompson, former chair of the CHSRA Peer Review Group, agreed &
wrote a critical letter to legislative leadership, stating that this project has reached a dead
end.

Lou Thompson's letter:

2026 Lou Thompson HSR Scathing Letter to CA Leadership

In 2019, thousands of pages of public records were removed from the California High
Speed Rail Authority website. Members of the media and anyone seeking information
about rail authority spending are only able to access previously posted documents like
detailed information on every project change order, board meeting materials and
historical business plans, through a time consuming and unreliable California Public
Records Act request according to the Rail Authority website.

The California State Auditor uncovered rail employees, contractors and consultants with
wild conflicts of interest. Then-auditor Elaine Howle allowed the title of the audit to speak
for itself: “California High-Speed Rail Authority: Its Flawed Decision Making and Poor
Contract Management Have Contributed to Billions in Cost Overruns and Delays in the
System's Construction.”

hitps:/iwww.printfriendly.com/print?source=cs&url=https%3A% 2F % 2F californiaglobe.com%2Ffi%2F high-speed-rail-cost-explodes-to-231-billion-from-o...  4/7
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Jerry Brown and Gavin Newsom.

It you thought the high speed rail swindle was going nowhere after 18 years of taxpayer
funding without an operational train, it should be clear by now that High Speed Rail really
serves no other purpose other than to provide jobs and salaries to green totalitarians,
labor unions and consultants, courtesy of the California taxpayers.

What a swindle.
What Voters Approved in 2008

California voters approved Proposition 1A in 2008, the “Safe, Reliable High-Speed
Passenger Train Bond Act for the 21st Century.” Here are some details:

* $33.5 billion cost. They approved a total cost of $33.5 billion for a high-speed rail
system. The $33.5 billion was to be made up of a combination of 1/3 federal funds, 1/3
state funds and 1/3 private funds. Importantly, the investment from California taxpayers
was limited to a $9.95 billion bond.

* 8.F. to L.A. Voters approved a system connecting San Francisco to Los Angeles, with
a trip time of two hours and 40 minutes, at a cost of $55 per ticket. But the plan has
veered sharply inland from San Francisco to Los Angeles, over to the Central Valley,
with a leg from Fresno to Bakersfield. And the cost of the trip jumped to $105.

* Ridership: 95 million. Even ridership numbers have been toyed with. Voters were told
that there would be a ridership of 95 million passengers by 2030. Ridership estimates
have decreased nearly three times since 2008, and they are still absurdly inflated. In the
new report, they're estimated to be as high as 36 million passengers by 2060 (page 5-
17). That's about a third of the Prop. 1A promise.

* Bond repayment. Repaying high-speed rail bonds will cost the state’s General Fund
$647 million per year for 30 years, or approximately $20 billion for the $9.95 billion bond.

This is a cartoon created by cartoonist Ross Mayfield, after | called the High Speed Rail
segment from Bakersfield to Madera “the Conjugal Express.”
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The Conjugal Express, by Ross Mayfield.
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Katy Grimes, the Editor in Chief of the California Globe, is a long-time Investigative
Journalist covering the California State Capitol, the co-author of California's War Against
Donald Trump: Who Wins? Who Loses” and a contributor to "Taxifornia 2016."A
California native and Navy mom, Katy lives in Sacramento, CA.
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Letter: Taxpayers cannot afford a transportation
boondoggle
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Open ietter to Hon. Sean Duffy, U.S. Secretary of Transportation

Re: USDOT FRA's Notice of Proposed Determination 6-4-2025

In my opinion, the reascn for the faiture of the CAHSRA's high spzeed rail proposal s its reliance on the pubac
sector model of transport funding as seen in the nation's history with Amtrak and other public sector transit
boondogyles.

Despite “efficiency” appearing four times in the national transportation policy, long before creation of a
federal department of governmental efficiency. in practice we seem dependent on taxpayer funded forms of
transit to the detriment of the taxpayers, e.g.. motorists paying gas taxes, who are expected by the
government to pay 102% of our transport costs.

Over the decades, state and federal transport funding experts have recommended that we fund our
transport with user fees, that is, fares by the patrons, The Highway Trust Fund has been diverted to
subsidize public sector transit systems, So, we don't even follow our own experts’ advice for transport
funding.

https:/imorganhilltimes.com/fletter-taxpayers-cannot-afford-a-lransportation-boondoggle/ 12
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In 1920, we enacted the Transportation Act and reversed the nalionalization of the railroads that had been
done by the Wilson Administration during WW1. Why? Private sec'or rail was, and is. far superior to sccialist
rail. Today, our Class Ones are the envy of the world

In my opinion, we are giving the wrong answer to the late honorable Norman Y. Mineta, wha in 1995 at the
Institute at SJSU that now bears his name said, "The crucial question in transportatior taday is: What should
government do, and what should it leave to olhers?”

Secretary Mineta was right then; and Fe's right today, God bless his sou

As | said lo HSRC before it became an “authority,” if we put enough UPS, Fedex and Postal Service tonnage
on the High Speed Rail, then we would not need 1o ask the taxpayers for a dime.

We ought to learn from our history. Welis Fargo added U.S. Mail and bullion 1o their passenger stage
coaches to offset their losses moving passengers.

We filled the bellies of the jumbo jets with high value freight and U.S. Mail to make those flights more
profitable. Even the land grant railroads added Railway Express Agency freight to cars added to their
passenger trains to make those runs profitable.

The north-south tonnage flows on 1-5, US-101, and CA-99 have sufficient volumes that. it diverted to TOFC &
COFC intermodal service, we could offset the losses of moving passengers-only HSR in California.

I sent Secretary Duffy a copy of Granville Dodge's "How We Built the Transcontinental Railway,” in which
Congressman/General Dodge relates Lincoln's rejection to his urging at the White House in 1864 that the
transcontinental railroad be government owned. In my opinion, we ought to be following Lincoln’s advice for
the private-sector solution to the nation’s transportation.

Yoters in California voted in 2008 for private sector HSR. We did not vote for another Amtrak, public sector
transit boondoggle.

Calfornia laxpayers cannot afford o subsidize the transit boondoggles that we already have. Let's give the
right answer to Secretary Mineta’s “crucial guestion,”

Joseph P. Thompson

Fresno

JOSEPH P. THOMPSON

hitps./imorganhilitimes.com/lelter-taxpayers-cannot-afford-a-transporation-boondoggle/
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A THANKS FOR YOUR EFFORTS ON BEHALF OF SOUND, SUSTAINABLE HSR IN CALIFORNIA

Joseph P Thompson {translaw@pacbell.net)

lou.thompson@gmail.com; tarubin@earthlink.net; teamhilton@stevehiltonforgovernor.com; reply-rbrupgjmlb-
b7zhbpfdSf-ncmrncauepmlis@info.stevehiltonforgovernor.com

senator.grove@senate.ca.gov; assemblymember.tangipa@outreach.assembly.ca.gov;
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© Saturday, May 2, 2026 at 11:39 AM PDT

Mr. Lou S. Thompson
850 Webster St. #727
Palo Alto, CA 94301

cc: Mr. Tom Rubin: Mr. Steve Hilton

Dear Mr. Thompson,

Having just read your letter dated 3-27-26 to State government leadership, including our
former SBC County Supervisor when we lived in Tres Pinos, | want to thank you for your insight
and your well-thought out decision regarding the status and future of high speed rail in California.

Ever since | wrote to the Honorable Quentin Kopp in 1996 (see attached letter), it has been my
position that, while desirable, high speed rail is only sustainable in the private sector.

The late honorable Norman Y. Mineta said in 1995 at the annual meeting of the Institute at
SJSU that now bears his name, "The crucial question in transportation today is: What should
government do, and what should it leave to others.?"

As a small token of appreciation | am attaching my white paper on the National Transportation
Policy,
wherein { guote Norm's "crucial question."

Private or public? A perennial question facing the Nation. In his "How We Built the
Transcontinental
Railway,"” Granville Dodge recounts his meeting with the President at the White House in 1864.
To
his demand that the TC RR be government owned, Lincoln said no, it must be in the private
sector,
or words to that effect.

When enacting the Transportation Act of 1920, Congress effectively reversed the Wilson
Administration's
nationalization of the railroads. Lady Thatcher basically did the same with British Rail.

In pre-Election debate with the Hon. Rod Diridon in 2008, | stressed the importance of a private
sector solution, at the debates sponsored by the joint Gilroy & Morgan Hill Chambers of
Commerce
at the Gilroy Chamber's Conference Room. | repeated my position in letters to editors, and to the
HSRC and later then HSRA in response to requests for public comment. Also, | restated my
position
in testimony before the Assembly Transportation Committee in 2010 in support of proposed
legislation
by Diane Harkey to defund the Bullet Train. | have over the years continued to restate my
position.
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frecently spoke on Radio KMJS80 to Mr. Steve Hilton and Mr. Ray Appleton regarding my ideas
for sound,
sustainable HSR in California. Mr. Hilton voiced his approval of my ideas.

So, therefore, | thank you for your insight into the issue of sound, sustainable HSR in California,
just as | have thanked Tom Rubin for his over these past years 2008-2026. In my opinion, we
ought to follow Lincoln's advice to Dodge, and the wisdom seen from Congress by enactment of
the Transportation Act of 1920. Warts and all, capitalism is better to build upon than the quicksand
of socialism. Sustainable rail is possible when built on the bedrock of capitalism.

Sincerely, ; / / ;
Joe Thompson - /.~ /
see bio attached N /(//;? A ?f’f"');/ / ?/ 7(’4/
Fresno, CA93711 in Mr. Tanglpa s District; in Ms. Grove’s District

(408) 607--7351 cell phone

HSRPROFITABLE-HOWTODOIT021810.pdf
"9 KOPP021696.HSR1.wpd.pdf

1 BIO-TRANS.pdf

ATLLP97 V2. pdf
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Louis S. Thompson
850 Webster St. #727
Palo Alto, CA 94301
lou.thompson@gmail.com

March 27, 2026

The Honorable Monique Limén
Senate President Pro Tem

1021 O Street, Suite 8518
Sacramento, CA 93814

The Honorable Robert Rivas
Speaker of the Assembly
1021 O Street, Suite 8330
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Brian Jones
Senate Republican Leader
1021 O St. Suite 7640
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Honorable Heath Flora
Assembly Republican Leader
State Capitol Building

Room 4740

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Honorable Members:

My name is Louis S. (Lou) Thompson. From 2009 to 2024, I was a member of the Peer Review
Group reporting to the legislature on issues related to the high-speed rail project. I was Chairman
from 2012 to 2024. In my letter of resignation, I again emphasized the Group’s recommendations
that the legislature commission an independent study of the problems experienced in the project,
what to do about them, and the lessons that should be learned. Subsequent reports by the
Authority — the 2025 Project Update Report, the 2025 Supplemental Project Report, and the
Dratt 2026 Business Plan — have underlined the urgent need for such a study, both because of the
difficult situation the project faces and because of the risks the project poses to the state. The
views below are my own and should not be attributed to anyone else.

In my judgement, the Draft 2026 Business Plan describes a project that has reached a dead
end. Despite contrary claims, the Authority cannot complete the promised 171-mile link from
Merced to Bakersfield by the end of 2032 with the funding available. The full Phase I project
that the 2008 Business Plan promised would cost $33.8 billion and yield a 2-hr 40-min trip time
from San Francisco to Los Angeles is now estimated to cost $231 billion. The Authority
proposes an “optimized” plan that would cost $126 billion, but the plan is based on questionable
savings due to proposed design and sequencing changes, and on poorly described scope
reductions such as leaving an unfunded gap between Gilroy and San Jose and blended operation



with Metrolink between Palmdale and Los Angeles/Anaheim, along with an unresolved delay in
the Link US project at Los Angeles Union Station. All of these will have an undefined but
clearly negative impact on trip times and on the project’s total cost and schedule. Even accepting
all of the assumptions on which the “optimized” system is based, the project and the state still
face an unfunded gap of at least $91 billion for which entirely new sources would have to be
found. This is not, not even remotely, the system the voters approved in Proposition 1A.

How did this happen? What should be done about it? What are the lessons for the state? These
questions should be addressed in a detailed, independent study commissioned by the legislature.
In advance of that study, I would like to propose a few likely conclusions.

How did this happen?

The roots of the problem were partly baked in from the beginning and partly self-inflicted as the

project developed:

» The grand “vision” of the project sold to the public in Proposition 1A was far short of any
realisticalty achievable cost and schedule. This could have been due to naivete, “irrational
exuberance,” “strategic misrepresentation”, short-sighted political self-promotion or, more
likely, a combination of all four.

e The funding plan had three fatal flaws:

© Itwas far below a reasonable estimate of the project’s actual capital costs;

o It propounded state, federal and private shares of financing that were completely
unrealistic. The state share was to be a one-time bond issue of roughly one-third of
the cost. The proposed federal share of roughly one-third of the cost was based on
aspirations for federal programs that did not exist then and do not exist today. The
project did benefit from minor federal financing programs and was boosted for a
while by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) funding,
most of which has been rescinded (twice) by the Trump Administration. It should be
noted that the Authority has recently decided not to sue the Federal Railroad )
Administration for restoration of that funding, possibly recognizing that it does not
have a convincing business case. Similarly, outreach by the Authority has shown that
private investors will not make a significant contribution to project construction, but
will await completion and proof of the projected demand and operating costs;

o Probably most important, the funding has come in insufficient and unpredictable
pieces, not a stable and adequate flow that would permit effective planning and
management of construction over the life of the project. The recently awarded $1
billion in annual funding from the Cap and Invest program through 2045 has helped,
but it will not suffice even to complete the 171-mile Merced to Bakersfield segment
by the end of 2032 as promised in the Draft 2026 Business Plan.

Given these critical problems at the outset, even the best management would have failed.

Actual commencement of the project then brought more issues to the fore.
* A decision to have “lean” state management combined with a slow state hiring process (and
low state salaries) meant that there was not enough state employee oversight of the large



teams of consultants, so decisions that only state employees could make were delayed and
often not fully informed.

Inexperience and lack of expertise, and turnover of senior leadership (and changing visions
and priorities caused by that turnover), at the Authority greatly hindered progress at the
outset, This has only slowly and partially been rectified.

The search for added funding led the Authority to seek and accept ARRA funding under

conditions that caused (or assisted) the Authority to comunit to construction far sooner than
designs and r=al estate acquisition should have dictated. One result of this haste has been an

average cost overrun of 150 percent and large schedule delays on the major construction
projects awarded so far. This performance compares poorly with other large public works
projects, let alone the private sector.

Real estate acquisition has been delayed by limits on the Authority’s legal power and by
limited capacity of courts to process claims, contributing to the fact that current schedules on
the major contracts are now two and a half times the expected schedule at contract award.
Compliance with NEPA, and especially CEQA, has been burdensome and expensive.
Because the cost of delay on a project of this size is very high, the threat of litigation by an
individual or local authority can put immense pressure on the Authority to make expensive
accommodations that are not central to the project’s goals. The large number of local
authorities and utilities that the Authority must deal with has compounded the problem.
Oversight of the Authority by the governor’s office and the legislature has not identified and
dealt with problems effectively. This is despite the excellent preparatory work by legislative
staff, the Legislative Analyst’s Office and, more recently, the Authority’s Office of the
Inspector General.

What should be done about it?
There are several actions that need to be taken.

Above all, the Authority’s and legislature’s state of denial should end. Until this
happens, the downward spiral of overpromising, followed by budget problems, followed by
disruptive scope reductions, followed by contractor claims, cost increases and service
reductions, cannot be halted. The project began as a promise of service from San Francisco to
Los Angeles. Then, in the 2014 Business Plan, it focused on connecting Los Angeles and
postponed the connection to San Francisco. Next, in the 2016 Business Plan, it shifted to
connecting San Francisco and postponed the connection to Los Angeles. Then, by the 2018
Business Plan, it had postponed both connections and aimed at a connection from Merced to
Bakersfield leaving vague plans for a reduced service on the ends. Now, in the Draft 2026
Business Plan, even the 171-mile Merced to Bakersfield cannot be completed by the end of
2032 without access to more funding than is currently available.

The legislature and governor should direct the Authority to stop overreaching and
reformulate the Merced to Bakersfield segment into a set of separable, achievable
stages, in order of priority, with each stage to be commenced only if the prior stages can
clearly be completed within available funding. Suggested potential stages, in order of
priority, might be:



o Complete the construction and wackwork on the 119-mile segment from Madera to

Poplar Avenue with connections to the existing San Joaquin service;

o Complete the design, real estate acquisition, construction and trackwork on either the
segment from Madera to Merced or the segment from Poplar Avenue to Bakersfield:

o Complete the other segment not chosen above;

o Contract for electrification;

o Contract for high-speed rolling stock.

Given the likelihood (based on ample experience) that the current cost estimates are overly
optimistic, this approach might lead to postponement of any commitment to electrification
and electric rolling stock unless additional financing is developed.

The legislature and governor should require the Authority to provide, either in the Final
2026 Business Plan or in a supplemental document with a scheduled due date:

o A detailed listing of the scope reductions, design changes and cost reductions
involved in the $105.1 billion “optimization” that reduced the proposed cost from
$231.3 billion to $126.2 billion;

o A specific description of the Authority’s plans for filling the gap between Gilroy and
San Jose along with agreement from the state and involved regional agencies on roles,
responsibilities and funding for the actions needed to act to fill the gap;

© A completed agreement among the state, San Joaquin Joint Powers Authority and the
Authority as to operating and funding roles on the Merced to Bakersfield segment;

© A detailed description of the Authority’s plans south of Palmdale including
agreements with Metrolink covering electrification of Metrolink lines, blended
operations and LA Metro’s plans to complete the Link US project;

o A link-by-link specification of trip times expected in the “optimized” system.

Most important, the Authority now says that it will cost $34.8 billion to complete the
“optimized” segment from Merced to Bakersfield. The state therefore faces a gap of at least
$91.4 billion to complete an “optimized” Phase I system that would have reduced
performance, and a gap of $196.5 billion to complete the full Phase I buildout as originally
planned. It is increasingly critical to decide whether the state wants to stop at some version
of Merced to Bakersfield within existing finances or wants to plan for extension outside the
Central Valley. The legislature and governor should urgently address the question of
whether the system is to be extended beyond Merced to Bakersfield, what the extension
would look like, and how the $91 billion to $196 billion gaps will be addressed.

What are the lessons for the state?
High-speed rail is not the first mega-project undertaken by the state and it will surely not be the
last. Mega-projects are distinct in many respects, but there are general lessons.

Mega-projects tend to be doomed from the beginning by poor definition of scope and
objectives, poor cost and schedule estimates, and over optimism about the difficulty of the
project. These are often boosted by people with no “skin in the game” or with a vested
interest in making the project go ahead whether or not a justifiable basis exists. Once a
project actually commences, political pressures from short-term beneficiaries — consultants,
construction contractors and labor unions -~ intensify, so efforts to support careful planning
and evaluation by independent agents to assess the objectives and costs of the project before



(s comuitied are always a goad idea. California is very fortunate to have universities that
can lead such independent evaluations.

o Very few mega-projects are adequately funded at the beginning, and even fewer are funded
by an appropriate flow of funding that both matches the timing of construction outlays and
permits adjustments (usually extensions) in total funding when that becomes necessary, This
was a particularly destructive problem for the high-speed rail project. Multi-year projects
must be accompanied by multi-year funding that is adequate, predictable, and stable; without
this, effective project management is impossible. If a project cannot be funded the right way,
that is a clear signal that the project should not be started.

» ltis always a mistake to start projects with an imbalance between public employees and
consultants. State hiring requirements impose constraints on hiring and on-boarding
appropriate staff, and this can impose significant hidden costs on projects. Also, management
of the project by a separated Authority, created de novo, denied the project the benefit of
expertise and cxpertise of existing state agencies, such as Caltrans. This may have made
acquisition ol real estate and initial contract management more difficult, and it may also have
made oversight by the legislature and governor’s office more difficult.

e DBy the same token, insufficient oversight can delay full and timely recognition of problems
with a project’s cost, schedule or eventual performance. In the high-speed rail project, the
legislaturc and the governor had ample information from staff, the Legislative Analyst’s
Office, the Peer Review Group and, later, the Authority’s Office of the Inspector General 1o
assess the project’s progress, or lack thereof. It is difficult to reconcile the limited oversight
with the high risks that the high-speed rail project poses to the state.

e Delays in acquisition of real estate, development of utility relocation agreements, and
agreement on access to railroad rights of way imposed (and are still imposing) major costs
and delays on the project. particularly as it related to lack of court capacity to adjudicate
disputes. Constitutional rights must of course be respected, and negotiation is always the first
resort, but finality within reasonable time is also critical, and more court capacity would help.

e Compliance with NCPA was burdensome, but the eventual transfer of NEPA compliance
responsibility [rom the Federal Railroad Administration to the Authority was constructive.

o Threats of litigation increascd the ability of local authorities to torce the Authority to change
plans or add features in order to avoid delays. Enhanced court processing capacity for
litigation issues would be helpful. This should not mean that project managers could ride
roughshod over local interests; rather, it should mean that issucs arc fully identificd and fairly
adjudicated expeditiously.

[ very much hope that this letter can contribute to getting the project the revised direction it so
badly needs. [ would be happy to answer any questions or provide further information if that
would be helplul.

Sincerely,

<\‘\\> E\\‘».ﬁ/
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Lowuts S. Thompson



Cel

Gabriel Petek, State Legislative Analyst

Samuel Assefa, Director, Governor’s Office of Planning and Research

Tom Richards, Chairman, California High-Speed Rail Authority

lan Choudri, Chief Executive Officer, California High-Speed Rail Authority
Ben Belknap, Inspector General, California High-Speed Rail Authority
Members, California High-Speed Rail Peer Review Group
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assemblymember.macedo@assembly ca gov; assemblymember.tangipa@autreach.assem hly.ca.gov:
david@davidtangipaforassembly.com,; assemblymembertangipa@assembly.ca.gov; info@davidtangipadca.com:
teamhilton@stevehiltonforgovernor.com; reply-rbroupgjmb-cwjcc8gvbe-
neryreepikglis@info.stevehiltonfargovernor.com; jon@hjta.org; shosuper@supervisar.co.san-benito.ca.us:
supervisorkasmicki@coshb.us; into@reformealifornia.org; info@kmjnow.com; info@sanbenitocog.org;
katy@californiaglobe.com; allcouncilmembers@ci.gilroy.ca.us; mark.turner@maorganhill.ca, gov,
cityclerk@hollister ca.gov; senator.strickland @senate.ca.gov, senator, grove@senate.ca.gov;

mike karbassi@fresno.gov; info@garrybredefeld.com; nathan@nathanmacms
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: S A Joseph P. Thompson
Wednesday, May 6, 2026 at 09.59 AM PDT 416 . Audubon Dn.

Fresno, CA 93711-6893

PUBLIC COMMENT: NEXT MEETING, REGULAR OR
SPECIAL, STUDY SESSION
OR PUBLIC WORKSHOP
Dear Editor,

While practicing law there for more then 35 years, serving on
SBCCOG's Citizens
Transit Task Force, and its Citizens Rail Advisory Committee,
long before the current
Speaker became one of SBC's Supervisors, I've written, and you
and your predecessors
have published (Dispatch, Freelance & Times) letters and
Guest Editorials about truth-
in-transportation, exposing fraud, waste and abuse at SBCCOG
& VTA, etc., etc.

If reports about passage of AB-1608 are correct, then we may
need to re-think our
work exposing the truth about socialist public sector transit.
Reporting such truth about
insolvency, from conception, thru birth, into operﬁtlpn&@a_n«ly‘u;a

|

but kept running by i - -r‘l
.J. MAY 08 2026 .r:
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ietters and articles about the losses sustained with socialist

transit. A victory for

the Ministry of Truth? Motorists will pay higher gas, truckers will

pay higher diesel, prices

so that empty bus seat transport can continue on local streets

and highways, and

this kind of law will silence any protests about transit

wastefulness. We'll have

California Newspeak instead.
Eﬁncethelxxﬁﬁauﬂe,andthelocalwanmtagendes,pubnsh

reports showing the

bankruptey, insolvency, and unsustainable carriage of

passengers business being

conducted by the government, then they too will run the risk of

violating the gag

law that prohibits such truth from being published. Here attached

are a few

examples reports about transit losses that will no longer be legal

to publish;

If this new law stands-up to First Amendment challenges.
Caveat viator.

Joe Thompson

(408) 607--7351 ¢

Charter Member, 8BCCOG Citizens Transit Task Force

Charter Member, SBCCOG Citizens Rail Advisory Committee

Past-Chair, Legislation Committee, Transportation Lawyers Assn.

| phone
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Sent: Sunday, May 3, 20596 ¢ I FMPOT

Subject: g A THANKS FOR YOUR FRFORTS ON BEMALF OF SOUND, SUSTAINABLE HISR IN CALIFORNIA

Joe,

Thanks for your note and the atlachments, FWIW, | agres strongly with your argument that HSR
ought to be OPERATED by the private saector if it is profitabie or by the private sector competing for
public support if it is not profitable, Tn the case of HSR in Califernia, 1 do believe that revenities ought
Lo be able (o cover operaling costs and maybe make a contribution to Investment.

Ldanot Believe that HSR i Catifornia (or a nywhere) can be BUILY withoul o significant public rola,
nor shauld it as there are significant pubtic benefits that the passenger (and the private aperator)
shodd not try to cover from revenues alone, ALL HSR that I am aware of has hesn built with
public support, but at least some (Japan, Fra nce} aperates at a surplus. OF course, the actual
construction would be done by private contractors (under cormpetition),

My concern &l along has been the lack of clarity in California as to what are oyr objectivas and how
much are we willing to pay for them, This has, among other things, prevented us from devaloping the
kind of stable, multi-year funding approach that the project needs. [ have slso baen VEFY concernead
aboul the utter lack of real oversight of the way the project has been managed,

Again, thanks for vour note,
Lou Thompson

Oy Bat, May 2, 2028 at 11032 AM Joseph R Thornpson <.l bl s wrote:

Mr. Lou 3. Thormipson
850 Wehster St #727
Falo Aito, CA 94301

co: Mr. Torm Rubin; My, Steve Hilton

Deagr Mr. Thompson,

Having just read your letier dated 3-27-26 {o State government leadership, including our
former SBC County Supervisor when we lived in Tres Pinos. | want to thank you for your
insight
and your well-thought out decision regarding the status and future of high speed raif in
Catifornia.

BEver since | wrote to the Honorable Quentin Kopp in 1998 {see attached letter), it has
been my ‘
position that, while desirable, high speed rail is oniy sustainable in the private sector,

The late honorable Norman Y. Mineta said in 1995 at the annua; meeling of the institute at
SJ5U that now bears his name, "The crucial question in transportation loday is: What should
government do, and whal shouid it leave to others. 7"

aboulblank
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Traascontinents!
Raffway, " Granville Dodge recounts i mesting with e fPresident al the White House in
TaEd 1o
Ml demand that the TO R be govarnment ownad, Lincol said no. it must be in the Drivats
seotor
or words Lo that effect,

When enacting the Transporiation Act of 1920, Congress effectively ravarsed the Wilson
Administration's
nationalization of the ralroads. Lady Thatcher basically did the samas with Brilish Rail,

in pre-Election debale with the Fon, Rod Diridon in 2008, t stressed the importance of a
private
sector solution, at the debates sponsored hy the joint Gilroy & Morgan Hill Charmbers of
Commerce
at the Giroy Chamber's Conference Room. | repeated my position in letters o edilors. and
o the
HSRO and later then HSRA In responge to requests for public comment, Also. | restatad my
position
in testimony before the Assembly Transportation Committee in 2010 in support of proposead
legislation
by Diane Harkey to defund the Bullel Train, | have over the years continued 1o restate Iy
rosiion,
Frecently spoke on Radic KMJ580 to Mr. Steve Hilton and Mr. Ray Appleton regarding my
ideas for sound,
suslainable MSR in California. Mr. Hilton voiced his approval of my ideas,

20, therefore. | thank you for your insight into the isste of sound, sustainable HSR in
California,
just as { have thanked Tom Rubin for his over these past years 2008-2026. In roy apinion,
We
ought to follow Lincoln's advice to Dodge, and the wisdorm seen from Congress by
enactment of
the Transportation Act of 1920. Warls and ail, capitalism is better to build tpon than the
quicksand
of socialism. Sustainable rail is possible when built on the bedrock of capitalism.

Sincerely,
Joe Thompson
see bio attached
Frasno, CAS3711 in Mr, Tangipa's District; in Ms. Grove's District
(408) 607--7351 cell phone

Pliching e Mbon b hls TRow We gl phe

Lou Thomipson
850 Websiar Street Agl, 727
Palo Alto, CA S43501-2807
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ISR Sacamanio Temaocrats Pass S0 o Shisig H h-Speed Rad Fadures From The Sokkc

Laliiornia high speed rall proposed train (Photo: hsr.ca.gov)

AB 1608 would rename and expand the powers of the High-Speed Rail Authority’s Inspector
nile creating broad exemptions to withhold records

ST - .)w.p
P E W

Calfornia’s high-speed rall project, originally pitched to voters as a $33.5 billion endeavor
under Proposttion 1A In 2008, has spiraled into a staggering taxpayer nightmare with
=siimates now exploding as high as $231 billion — a more than 700% increase. Against this
uuquo of relentless cost overruns, Assembly Democrats are advancing legislation critics

s explicitly designed to conceal the extent of the waste and shield the failing project from
LDIC accountability.

48 1608, authored by Assemblywoman Lori Wilson (D-Suisun City}, would rename and

pand the powers of the High-Speed Rail Authority’s Inspector General while creating broad
exemptions to withhold audit records, internal documents, and any information that could
reveal weaknesses” in the project. Opponents argue the measure severely limits taxpayer
acscess, reserving fuller disclosure primarily for select Democratic lawmakers.

‘he staggering cost overruns have become the defining feature of the project. Originally sold
1 volers as a $33.5 billion system connecting San Francisco to Los Angeles by 2028, the
price tag has ballooned repeatedly — surpassing $100 billion, then $128 billion, $135 billion.

& e ne T
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=i now estimates pushing toward $231 billion for the full system. Even the scaled-back
i-to-Bakersfield segment faces massive shartfalls, with funding gaps of $10—14 billion
ormors and compietion timelines slipping deep into the 20390s.

oman Alexandra Macedo {R-Modesto) blasted the bilf as a cover-up. “Sacramento
ustvoted 1o cover up high-speed rail's failures,” she stated, labeling AB 1608 a
noiitical mjmmu_m for secret audits hidden from the public.

ver un igh-speed ral's falures. AR 1608 slams the door on
the pubic. Only Democrats will be allowed access. That's not
LD i overruns. | pic twittercom 7 TPHe1dE24

mwormaniiacedol May 4, 2026

wm_mmmm.owU:_nam:a_ﬂxmﬂ%m%@ﬁmmmvjv{,anOym:oﬁjmmmsmﬁmﬂmzmuoxmﬁo:
! hes been a consistent voice against the fiscal disaster.

“ihe skyrocketing costs and lack of transparency surrounding this mismanaged high-speed

rad project further erode the public’s trust,” Strickland said. “California does not have 3
rovanue Mu_dr_wﬁ — we have a wasteful spending problem. This project stands out as one of
significant examples of budgetary waste in the state. We are well beyond the original

;m_,m cate of 2020, and the high-speed rail project today is not the same project that
. s passed in 20087
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VAR Sacramenic Demonrgls Pass Bill fo Shisld High-Spesd Rait Failires T The Pubiic

sermbly Biif 1608, an anti-fransg arency measdre that would allow the
eed Rail to shisld contracts of $1 million or more from standard state
ris and potential .. pic.twitter. com{GwyPwzAdr

fickiandCA) May 5, 2028
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trickland has repeatedly called for defunding the rail project and redirecting resources to
criorities fike gas tax relief, noting that billions have already been spent with little to show
beyond scattered concrete viaducts, columns, and eminent domain battles that have
threatened and confiscated Central Valley farmiand.

California Globe has tracked the project’s endless cost escalations for years: from early
warnings of $100 billion+ figures, to the 2025 reports of the “siush fund’ climbing back toward
3130 b W:u_,, repeated funding gaps requiring billions more just for a partial segment, and the
atast ,Jﬁmrm_ojm highlighting a project that has delivered virtually no operational service

ite the massive taxpayer investment.

'-—»-

Supporters of AB 1608 claim the changes improve oversight while protecting sensitive data.
s view it as the latest effort to insulate a chronically over-budget, behind-schedule failure
rom the v w mmmmoﬁmzm paying the ever-rising bill — mmnmnmmmw now that costs have

ler the project swelled from $33.5 billion to over $130 billion (with higher estimates Iooming),
ow appear determined to hide the spending. Taxpayers are left wondering when
acramento will finally hit the brakes on this runaway train.
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Y Fn-Spead Hail Faillkires Srem Tas Pualic

s the Executive Editor of The California Globe and former, founding editor of the

a Globe. Specializing in investigative reporting, her work has appeared in national and
woal news. The highlights of her career include interviewing President Donald Trump, Vice
~rasident J.D. Vance, and FB{ Director Kash Patel. When she isn't editing, writing, or talking,
find her hiking and relaxing in Northern Nevada.,
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Oy country has never seen a fisca! disaster of this magnitde’

From: Joseph Patrick Thompson

Drate: April 29, 2026 at 12:10 am

To: California Globe *CA High-Speced Rail Cost Explodes to $231 Billion from Qriginal
»338”

liriends,
If the suggestion box is open. Put CAHSRA in Ch. 9, Do a hiquidating plan of
reorganization. Trade the partially completed infrastructure wo the Class Ones in exchange for
restoration of intermodal facitities in all ag-shipping Counties.
Auction off everything clse,
Have the Trustee seek clawback of fraudulent transters; he gets an extra two years on the
Statute of Limitations courtesy of the Bankruptey Code.
The additional TOFC & COFC revenue for the Class Ones offsels the losses moving
PRSSENgErs.
You'd have less traffic congestion on 1-5 & Hwy, 99; fewer aceidents. injuries & latalities;
cleaner air; less road surface and bridge support deterioration.
UP is secking approval for its merger with NS: “the public mterest”™ 15 a condition precedent to
sSuri-Board approval.
Public interest in the governing statute, 49 USC 11324(¢) is not limited to the express
conditions in the Section.
AB-377 (Tangipa) was no solution.
Rather than hang Stonehenge 11 ar ound the necks of future generations, lets switch HSR to the
private sector promused by Prop. 1A,
Joe Thompson

(408) 607-7351; A -
TransLawfgPacBell Net ,{’/Q@f"‘ e
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