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Saturday, May 23, 2026 at 11:06 AM PDT

Dear Mr. Appleton, Mr. Maaske & Ms. Grimes,

CC:-d:-wmr. Hilton, Senators Strickland & Grove; Assemblymembers DeMaio, Macedo &
Tangipa;
" Supervisors Bredefeld & Magsig; Councilman Karbassi; Jon Coupal, Esq.

Why waste taxpayers' money to reward union jobs? Why not just hand them our money? We
pay
them to transport 100% empty bus seats almost 100% of the time, and transit advocates crow
"success." Yeh.
For whom? Not for the taxpayers, motorists, who are being crucified to keep boondoggle socialist
transit running.
Why make a bigger Amtrak? BART? Caltrain? Metroliner? ACE Train? SMART Train? Lite Rail?
County Transit?
We voted for self-sufficient, no subsidy, high speed rail, not a soviet horizontal elevator. Privatize it
ASAP. Use
Ch. 9 Bankruptcy for a liquidating plan. Why make our children and grandchildren and following
generations
pay $231B, plus interest, for a tomb, a deadweight anvil hung around their necks, Stonehenge-
Tangipa I,
Lenin's Tomb California: "Look on my works, ye mighty . . ." Our generation's epitaph? Divert the
slow-motion
train wreck into a railroad, relying on high value TOFC & COFC intermodal tonnage to replace

taxpayers'
endless subsidies. Build on the bedrock of capitalism; not on the quicksand of socialism.
Joe Thompson (408) 607--7351 cell: E-Mail: TransLaw@PacBell.Net

DAN WALTERS CAHSRA WASTE 5-23-2026.pdf %

Joseph Thompson
416 W. Audubon Dr.
Fresno, CA 93711
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18 years after California voters approved the bullet train,

progress and finances are still stalled
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5/23/26, 10:02 AM " Opinion | 18 years after voters OK'd bullet train progress has stalled
Construction of tl?e ,1:91 I-mile tmnscommcntal axhoad connegting. Qahfofma with the egstern half of the
United States began in 1863, while the nation was gn;saggd in a bloody civil war, and was completed six years
later when its two legs were joined at Promontory Summit in Utah.

California’s bullet train project was launched in 2008 when + alers passed a ;',,;;,_;. Y3 billion bond issue on

promises that it would be completed by 2020, whisking passengers from one end of the state to the other

FEighteen years later, an 12712 soomient in the San Joaquin Valley, linking a station near Merced with one near
Bakerstield, is little more than a skeleton of concrete supports, dubbed Stonehenge by some critics, with no
track, no trains and, therefore, no service.

[t1s a hot mess that’s contributing to California’s reputation for managerial incompetence — as a

~underscored. The program’s interviews with project ofﬂmals ripped
open thcu mablhty to uxplam how and whm the bullet train would be completed.

Oddly, as the project’s financial viability has shriveled, Gov. Gavin Newsom, ©: 21, has

become its most visible champion, staging media events to tout even its tiniest advances.

Some California high-speed rail records could remain secret under pro-
posed law

By Yue Stella Yu

Twelve years ago, while serving as licutenant governor, Newsom was scornful. In a

he concluded, “The facts seem overwhelming that this project is not going to mater 1a117u In our lIfC'[lmb

Five years later, in his first State of the State address, Newsom once again questioned the bullet train’s

viability.

“Let’s bereal,” oo eid it “The project as currently planned would cost too much and take too
long. There’s been too llttle oversight ﬂnd not enough transparency. Right now, there simply isn’t a path to get
from Sacramento to San Diego. let alone from San Francisco to L.A.”

https://calmatters.org/commentary/2026/05/bu|let-train-progress—stalled-california/?utm_medium=emaiI&utm_campaign=WeekIy Walters&utm_source=...  2/4



5723126, 10:02 AM Opinion | 18 years after voters OK'd builet train progress has stalled
&
Newsom’s remarks were widely interpreted as him wanting to pull the plug. But after construction unions and

t'

other advocates pushed back, he insisted he wanted to see the project become reality, with a lengthened the

San Joaquin Valley segment.

Last February, his cheerleading took him to Kern County (o

tlere on the high-speed rail system, we're now n the process of starting to fay track, 119-mile first phase.

fully funded because of the investments we’ll make through the cap-and-invest program through 2045, he

“Seventeen hundred people every single day — union jobs — go to work on this project. Fifty-eight large-
scale structures have been completed: 29 others under way; 99% of the environmental work done. All of the
hard work is behind us. Now we're going to see the fruits of that. We're going to start seeing precisely what

vou see here, real tracks, real progress.”

All of the hard work done? Not by a long shot.

At best it will take another six years — the same time span of the transcontinental railroad — before trains
are carrving passengers. and that would only be between stations near two rural cities. Morcover, to get that

fan

{ur the project must borrow construction money by pledging its ST billion a year from emission auction

s

The saga’s latest chapteris =~ oo pegging the cost of linking San Francisco to the Los
Angeles area by 2040 at $126 b}lhon

In response. the Legislative Analyst’s Office o that listed the plan’s shortcomings, concluding
that it didn’t meet state law requirements for transparency on costs and other points.

The pr o;uﬂ was a mess when Newsom became governor; it will be a mess for his successor and it will

probably be a mess when the next governor departs.

The old saying about beating a dead horse and hoping it will revive comes to mind.

https://calmatters.org/commentary/2026/05/bullet-train-progress-stalled-california/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Weekly Walters&utm_source=. .. 3/4



D1LDIL0, L1IUY AV Ozymandias | The Poetry Foundation

I met a traveller from an antique land,

Who said: “Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert. . . . Near them, on the sand,
Half sunk a shattered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things,
The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed:
And on the pedestal, these words appear:

My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:

Look on my works, ye mighty, and despair!"
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare

The lone and level sands stretch far away.

Copyright Credit: Percy Bysshe Shelley, "Ozymandias" from The Poetical Works: In Four
Volumes. (London: Reeves & Turner, 1876.) Public domain.

Source: The Poetical Works: In Four Volumes (Reeves & Turner, 1876)

1ttps://www‘poetryfoundation.org/poemsl46565/ozymandias 112
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Monday, May 25, 2026 at 12:54 PM PDT

THEN WHAT COMES NEXT? IF THE SUGGESTION BOX IS
OPEN?

Dear Mr. Hilton, Ms. Grimes, Mr. Appleton,

CC: Congressmen McClintock, Fong, Kiley; Senators Strickland & Grove; Assemblymembers
DeMaio, Macedo & Tangipa,

Supervisors Bredefeld & Magsig; Councilman Karbassi; Jon Coupal, Esq.

FYI. Here's my public comment that | posted following the Article:

Joseph Patrick Thompson

May 25, 2026 at 12:29 pm

Fricndts, S, do we have Stonghange { as 3 monumant to governance abusge? Gr, do we
in capitalist railroad? How about 2 Ch, 9 liguidating plan? Trade lhe Class
TNSE the paibally-completed infrastructure for restoration of intermodal facililies
i sl sg-snlpping Counbias, Have the Bankruploy Trustee cltawback all raudulent
fars, The Bankrupioy Codes dives an extia two years for the lraudulent transiar
avoidance complamts tothe usual Stalute of Limitatons: seil off evervihing elss. T
e gain inorazized TORC & COFC intermaodal tonnage, which replaces laxpayers’
aidies pow demandad by CARSENs "husiness plan, actually an insolvenay
Lke Artrak, Caltiain, Metioliner, BART, ete, We gal lass highway congestion, fe
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| tHie . | Tast-Chair, Legistation Commi
i o /

NEW--JPT: Mr. Joseph Thompson

416 W. Audubon Dr,
Frasno, CA 93711-6893
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Evenif itis not "stopped,” we oughl to divert it from public seclor o private sector, which is what
voters voted for in 2008 in Prop. 14,
As | said to then Senator-dudge Quentin Kopp in 1996, only in the private sector do we have

sound, sustainable transpaort solutions.

Soviel-style transit lasts only until you run out of other people's money.

Joe Thompson

Fresno, CA Q3711 in Mr. McClintock's District, Dr, Bredefeld's District, Mr. Tangipa's District
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e Hilton Wil Stop the 'Bullshit’ Train in its Tracks.., 'If only they had laid any..

Katy Grimes o0 e
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HERE is the monument to 16 years of failed one party rule.

$200 bilion over budget, 30 years late - this is not a
bullet train', it's a bullshit train.

As gavernor | will stop it in its tracks. If only they had laid
any...

hiipsifcaliforniaglobe comfirsteve-hillon-will-stop-the-builshil-train-in-its-tracks-H-only-thay -had -laid -any/! 414
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FRAUD COVERUP: Instead of stopping the massive fraud
happening in state programs at your expense, CA
Democrats are covering it all up by passing AB 1608 to
allow the High Speed Rail project to hide evidence of
fraud from the public! | confronted them on the Assembly
Floor with &l e
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High Speed Rail Authority

. project change order board meeting materials . -
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- California High-5peed

Rail Authority: Its Flawed Decision Making and Poor Contract Management Have Contributed to Billions in

Cost Querruns and Delays m the System’s Construction,

Author
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- this bullshit train here

Beceni Fosts
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Fw: DAN WALTERS "18 YEARS AFTER CALIFORNIA VOTERS APPROVED T i T
PROGRESS AND FINANCES ARE STILL STALLED," THE WAY FORWARD IS E@Ew@ D

1 MAY 28 2006
Frone Joseph P Thompson (translaw@pachell.net) MAY 2 § 202

i echalhoub@weeklys.com; greg.hozzo@cityofgilroy.org; dionbracco@cityofgilroy.org;
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GUEST EDITORIAL, OR LETTER---YOUR CHOICE: PUBLIC

COMMENT: MAYOR & CITY COUNCIL:-

CITIZEN'S REPLY TO DAN WALTERS: BAD TRANSPORT POLICY IS BAD PUBLIC POLICY;
WE MUST REJECT THE ROUTE TAKEN BY THE USSR--

THE ROAD TO SERFDOM:

Friends, [Once again trying to send the City Council an E-Mail Message without their blocking me
out---again?]

Regarding Mayors of Gilroy, Bakersfield, Fresno, Stockton, Riverside, Lancaster, Anaheim,
Merced, Hanford, & Burbank letter 4-23-26 to

CAHSRA about raising taxpayers' subsidies to build and run the insane Bullet Train, is Gilroy only
realizing its leaders' mistake supporting

communisl high speed rail now? What about what | said during the pre-Election debate in 2008 at
the Joint Gilroy-Morgan Hill Chambers'

sponsored debates at the Gilroy Chamber's Conference Room? Leaders have known at least
since the creation of the VTA, radical socialist of FAX /mF RSB = VTA
public sector transit making life impossibly expensive in SCC what a travesty public sector transit
is, all modes, e.g., empty bus & train seat

transport that punishes taxpayers & motorists to reward public sector unions and those who take
campaign contributions from them, right?

As | said to then Senator-Judge Quentin Kopp in 1996, who some call "Father of the Bullet Train,"
only private sector transport solutions are

sound & sustainable. Look at the fraud, waste & abuse at Caltrain; Amtrak; ACE Train; SMART
Train; Lite Rail; Metroliner; etc. Gilroy's leaders

knew this in 2008, yet they rejected my position, and followed Hon. Rod Diridon's "cohort" down
the same route taken by the USSR--the

Road to Serfdom--and they're still on it today, to their eternal shame. Once again, | urge that we
have a capitalist railroad, like the one that

goes thru Gilroy today, and not another socialist boondoggle horizontal elevator. See more than
100 letters to Editor I've sent you on

this Socialist Trainwreck since 2000. See my many public comments to the CAHSRC, later
CAHSRA, and the Assembly Transportation Committee

in the State Capitol.

Caveat viator.

Joe Thompson

(408) 607---7351 cell phone

E-Mail: TransLaw@PacBell.Net

Past-President 1999-2001, 2006, Gilroy-Morgan Hill Bar Assn.

Past Chair, Legislation Committee, Transportation Lawyers Assn.
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Post-Doc student, transport law & policy, Norman Y. Mineta Internationat institute for Surface
Transportation Policy Studies, SJSL),
Transportation Research Board, Georgetown U: & Library of Congress

- Forwearded Message -----

From: Juseph P Thaompson <translaw@pachel nets
To: rayappletong@eumulus. com sray appleion@geunius come: Brad Maaske <realislkbrad@gmail cames; Kaly
Grimas <Katy@hcaliforniagiobe. oon
G Stova Hilton <teamhiltong@stevehitonforgovernaor.coms; senatorstrickland@sanate ca, gov
=genatoesivickland@senila, Jnv ES ‘-.a-'lmlm grove@senaie.ca.gov <senatorgrovef@senats oo govs
joyc;rf:.r‘rvm(;.:@ﬁer'].f:z-'l.gf:.\v -cjc:‘ o eh.ca.govs, Gand Debaio <carl@reformas, et

I crnblymmﬂl‘)ear.nmt‘ edoiasse mt.:ly.L c.a.guv::-; Fosalinda Alexandor

IDMIIHFH H?UXHHCW(@FI%I‘H . quve ; aqsul'ﬂblym =assamblymember tangipag@outreach assembly ca.gove: David

Tangipa <david@davidtangipaforassembly,come=; asg &.emb|ymerr‘ahf-;‘:r.l;_-u"]g]ipa@ass_:er‘nbly.(:a,gov
ansemblymermber angipadassembly.ca.gove David quim <info@ddavidlenagipadea come
1. eand b SMGEgUY AN conlboargpasm.oagove belle castrogfasim.ca.gov <helle (,zat:rwgu.mm CHgovE
enily byemn@Rasmeagov <emily ymn@Basm.ca gove, (unlybmdf feld Info <info@garrybredelald coms; Magsig !nr
State Senale <nathanfnathanmagsig coms=; Mike Karbassi <mike karbassighiresno.govs: Jon Cc;n,:;_m!
"jnr'l@'i)hjld oy
Sent: Salurcay, May 23, 2026 at 1106209 AM POT
Subject: DAN WALTE I"S 18 YEARS /\F TER CALFORNIA VOTERS AI’—’I—’RDVLU THE BULLET TRAIN,
PROGRESES AND FINANCES ARE 57 STALLED" THE WAY FORWARD 15

Dear Mr. Appleton, Mr. Maaske & Ms. Grimes,

CC-d:-nr. Hilton, Senators Strickland & Grove; Assemblymeambers DeMaio, Macedo &
Tangipa,
" Supervisors Bredefeld & Magsig; Councilman Karbassi; Jon Coupal, Esg.

Why waste taxpayers’ money to reward union jobs? Why not just hand them our money? We
pay
therm to transport 100% emply bus seats almost 100% of the time, and transit advocaies crow
"success.” Yeh.
For whom'? Not for the taxpayers, maotorists, who are being crucified to keep boondoggle
socialist transit running.
Why make a higger Amtrak? BART? Caltrain? Metroliner? ACE Train? SMART Train? Lite Raif?
County Transit?
We voted for self-sufficient, no subsidy, high speed rail, not a soviet horizontal elevator,
Privatize it ASAP. Use
Ch. 9 Bankruptey for a liquidating plan. Why make our children and grandchildren and foliowing
generations
pay $231B, plus interest, for a tomb, a deadweight anvil hung around their necks, Stonehenge-
Tangipa i,
Lenin's Tomb California: "Look on my works, ye mighty . . ." Our generation's epitaph? Divert
the slow-motion
train wreck into a railroad, relying on high value TOFC & COFC intermodal tonnage to replace
taxpayers'
endless subsidies. Build on the bedrock of capitalism; not on the guicksand of socialism.
Joe Thompson (408) 607--7351 cell: E-Mail; TransLaw@PacBell Nel

) DAN WALTERS CAHSRA WASTE 5-23-2026.polf
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Farry, we were unable to deliver your message to the following address.

mall rejoctad due o security policies - 1)
MY MINGemjOhizdn Ttw.ush17]

---------- Forwarded message cmnrm..
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Fw: Failure Notice

Joseph P Thampson (translaw @ipacbellnet)
erhalhoub@wesklys com; mark urner@@maorganhill a.gov; chamherg@gitroy.orn

sunday, May 24, 2036 a0 0845 20 POT

Dear Erik & Mark and Friends,

It appears that the City Council is automatically blocking my
emails to them.

Don't they want "public comment" any more?

Joe Thompson

(408) 607---7351 cell phone

----- Forwarded Massage -

From: "mailer-dasmon@@yahoeo.com” <mailer-daemongyahoo coms
To: "ranslwpached net” <translawi@pacheitnets

Sent Sunday, May 24, 2026 at 083924 AM POT

Subject; Failure Nolice

Sorry, we were unable to deliver your message (o the following address,

' o

550 Erwalaj{.)h )(Uc!‘;(—d - User i_nny ST g
[COMzROVIPzGpDHemib 1 Tw.usd 53]
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Failure Notice

Prope mailer-dasmond@yahoo.com
transtaw@packell met

el Sunday, May 24, 2026 a1 08:39 AM PDT

Sorry, we wareg unable (@ defiver your message to the following address.

550 Envelope blocked - User Entry - 1]
[RYT70 slObheDLOdspDing usd460]

oty
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= Forwarded messaga ----—mmn
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CHEY QF
STOCKTON

Agoril 23, 2026

M, lan Chgudi

Chief Executive Officer, Calitornia High-Speed Rail Authaority
770 1. Street, Suile 420

sacramento, CA 95814

Re: 2026 Droff Business Plan Comments on Proposed Tax Increrment Financing District
Auvthority

Dear Mr, Choudr,

O hehall of the undersignad mayors from cifies ihroughow! California, we write in the
strongest possible ferms to oppose the California High Spoed Rall Authority's indication
i the 2026 Dralt Business Plan they are seaking authority 1o establish state-controlled
Tax Increameant Ainandcing (TIF) disticls within o one-hall-rmite radivs of proposed station
areas for the purpose of capturing property and potentially sates tax growlh o fund
high-speed rail construction and related commearcialization activities.

While we recognize the significan! financial challenges facing the High-Speed Rait
project and appreciate the Authority's efforts to identity innovotive funding strategies,
the proposed value-caplure fromework raises profound legal, fiscal, and policy
concerns for local governments and the communities we serve.

Alits core, the propesal contained in The 20246 Drall Business Plan is a direct attempt to
divert incally controlled tax revenues, undermine voter-approved caonstitutional
protections, and erode the fiscal stabiiily of California's cities to backfill a project that
continues to face severg financial uncertainty.

Constitutional and Legal Concerns

As oullined on page 32 of the High- Speed Bail Authornty's 2026 Draft Business Plan, the
proposal to divert local tax increment to a state entity cppears inconsistent with multiple
provisions of the California Constitution. Local sales taxrevenues are expressly protecied
for local governmmendal purposes, and the Legislaturg is prohibited from reallocating or
wansfering those revenues. Similarly, Proposition 1A (2004) guarantess that cities,
counties, and special districts refain their constitutionally protected share of property tax
allocations. Mandatory diversion of property tax increment to a state cuthority that is not
a constitutionally recognized taxing entily violales these profections and would almost
certainly invite extensive ftigation,



The High-Speed Rail Authority is net a locat taxing district, as such, it has no
constitutional claim to local tax revenues. Any altempt to divert increment to o state
entity would almaost certainty trigger protrocted litigation and create enormous fiscal
uncerfainty forfocal governments statewide.

An Assault on Local Conirol

Equally concemning is the 2026 Droft Business Plan's suggestion that the Authority could
exarcise regulctory influence over land within station areas. Land use authority s
constitutionally reserved fo cilies and counties. White the stale may set standards, i
cannol assume direct local planning powers,

This proposal crosses that line, I represents an unprecedented infrusion into locol
governance and sefs a dangerous statewide precedent,

Threats to Local Fiscal Stabilify and Public Services

The proposad TIF modeat would diver! future property tax growth—evenues that local
governments rely upon to fund essential public services, including puldlic heaith and
safety, infrostructure maintenance, parks, housing programs, and local tfransportation
improverments. Qver the potenlial 45-yeor ifespan of a TIF district, thase diversions would
significantly consirain tocal fiscal capacity, particularly in communities already struggling
with service demandls and infrastructure backlogs.

Although schooi district property tax shores are typically excluded from existing TiF
structures such o5 Enhanced Infrastructure Financing Districts {EIFDs) and Community
Revitalization and Invasiment Authorities (CRIAs), the broader fiscal ecosystem s
intferconnected. Reduced city, county, and special district revenve capacity can
indirectly affect school support services, public safety coordinalion, and community
investment.

At atime when local governmants are already confronting escalating infrastructure
costs, housing pressures, and public safety chollenges, the Authority’s proposal would
impose a long-term structural fiscal penalty on the very communities being asked {o
accommodate this project.

Departure from Established California TIF Frameworks

California’s existing T lools—including EIFDs and CRIAs-are locally initialed, voluntary,
and governed by public finanaing outharities with locol representation. Participation by
taxing entilies requires affirmative consent, and project priorities are determined through
locally adopted financing plans.

By contrast, the High-Speed Rail 2026 Draft Business Plan contemplates a state-directed
vaiue-capture model that would overide local initiation, governance, and consent
principles. This represents ¢ fundamental departure from decades of established public
finance policy in California,

Funding the Project Cannot Come at the Expense of Communities

California's citfas support statewide infrastructure investment and our opposition to this
proposal shoulkd not be inferpreted as an indictment of the state's high-speed rail



project. But the rasponsibiiity for funding o state megaproject lies with the state—not
with local laxpayers whose revenuas are constitutionally protected for local purposes,

if the state balieves additional funding is necessary, as it did in adophing last year's
tudpet that allocated $20 billion from the state Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
(GGRF) o the high-speed rail projecl, it must pursue fransparent, lawful, statewide
soiutions——such as voler-cpproved bonds or dedicaled state revenue sources—rather

than aftempling 1o divert local tax growih through alegaily dubiious schame.
Conclusion

This proposal in the 2026 Dratt Business Plan is fiscally reckiess, gally vulnerable, and
fundamentally unfair o the communitias expeclted to host High-Speed Raill facilities. ||
woutd weaken local governmenls, destabilize public services, and undermine
consfitutionadl protections that Califormia volers have repectedly offirmed. Simply put:
the state cannot solve a state funding problem By raiding local tax bases.

Wea respactiully urge The Legislative leaders to oppose this proposct and insfead engage
cotaboratively with local govermments to identify funding strategies that consider both
siatewide infrastructure gools and local fiscal infegrity.

Sincerely,
e A I

ey “:}”ﬁc.fzzmw 9%/{ i ‘ 0
Ashileigh Aitken Ketren Goh Tamaia Takanas
Meryor MOy or Mepyor
City of Anaheim Cify of Bukarsfield City of Burbank
Jermry Dyer G!eg Bm//o o Mairk Kairis
Mavor Mayar Mayor
City of Fresno City of Gilroy City of Hanford
fﬁ;_/f’f'g:,ﬂ/{/??’/i!n,j h A e ”“‘.m“ . '
R. Rex Parriy Matthew Sarratto Christina Fugazi -
Mayor Mayor Mayor
City of Lancaster City of Merced City of Slockton

Patricia Lock Dawson
Moyor
City of Riverside



Cc;

The Honorabte Gavin Newsom, Govemnor. State of Califarnic

Members, Board of Directors, California High-Speed Rail Authority

The Honorable Monique Limadn, Colifornia Senate President pro Tempore
The Honorable Robert Rivas, Californic Assembly Speaker

the Honorable John Laird, Chair of the Senate Budget and Fiscal Review
Committeae

The Honorable Jasse Gabriel, Chair of the Assembly Budget Commitiee
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Ozymandias = 0/4,‘-%5&/:} WPA/V

W PERCY BYSSHE SHELLEY

. w. 1T

I mec a traveller from an antique land,

Who said: “Two vast and trunkless legs of stone
Stand in the desert. . . . Near them, on the sand,
Half sunk a shattered visage lies, whose frown,
And wrinkled lip, and sneer of cold command,
Tell that its sculptor well those passions read
Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless chings,
The hand that mocked them, and the heart that fed:
And on the pedestal, these words appear:

My name is Ozymandias, king of kings:

Look on my works, ye mighty, and despair!"
Nothing beside remains. Round the decay

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare

"I'he lonc and level sands stretch far away.

Copyright Credit: Percy Bysshe Shelley, "Ozymandias" from The Poetical Works: In Four
Volumes. (London: Reeves & Turner, 1876.) Public domain,

Source: The Poetical Works: In Four Volumes (Reeves & Turner, 1876)

https:/fwww.poetryloundation.org/poems/46565/ozymandias
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The followeing was submitted by caiail to the
NMorgan Hill City Couneil as public input prior
to the council’s scheduled Nov. 15 workshop on
the Califoriia High Speed Rail project.

- am a past President of Gilroy-Morgan
Hill Bar Association, @ member of the
Transportation Lawyers Association,
and past Chair of TLA's Legislation

A&~ Committee. | have practiced
transportation law in the South Counly

for 38 years, and have done post-doctoral

study of transportlation law and pelicy at the

Norman Y. Mineta International Institute for

Surface Transportation Policy Studies, and at

Transportation Research Board, Georgelown

University; and at the Library ol Congress, 1

am a graduate of STSU, and the Universily of

Santa Clara Law School, and I have 52 years

of transportation industry ex perience daling
back to my junior year at Cupertino High

School, when | worked for the SPRR. and later

al UPRRin 5an Jose (1970-19580),

My comments are personal, and nol
made on behalfof a clienl or any professions!
organization to which [ beleng,

For a state that cannol afford adequate
fire suppression, or waler storage, it is bad
public policy to add to the public transit
boondoggles that the taxpayers (mostly
motorists) already shoulder, under the vworst
tax/fee burdens among all the states.

What the California High Speed Rail
Authority is doing, which is not what voters
voted forin Prop. 1A in 2008, 1s contrary
to the conelusions ol both the President's
Blue Ribkon Commission on Transport
Funding, and the California Transportation
Commission. Both of them concluded that we
ought to fund transport with "user fees.”

Giving away Leansit rides, by any mode,
with fares near zero, diverting the costs to
motorists’ gas and diesel taves s unfair,

ﬂf“ﬁﬁ )

Uy

unsound, and unsustainable Lransport policy

Tuxing people out ot theiv cars iy o public
policy plunging us down the Road to Serfdom,
intended to eripple our state's economy.

We already pay out taxes foir many wastelful
boondoggles like Amivak, Caltrain, ACE Train,
BART, Light Rail and county transit, when it
wotld be much cheaper [or taxpayers ifwe just
purchased each transit rider his own BMW, or
paid his taxi fare, or his Uber fare.

& 7 W ¥ i)
o Wealreaay pay
. Tl e 4 e S e N Bk
our taxes jor many
iy « T3
wasteful boondoggles like
e - 7
Amtrak, Caltrain, ACE
. VR s 1
Train, BART, Light Rail
and county transit, when
it would be much ?fwuwfs’
Jor taxpayers if we ji

purchased each T;famzé
ridey his own BMW,

Calitornia's voters voted tor selt-sutiiciznt
Black Hole
added to the already intolerable publiz sector
transit Black Holes thatour lost lu;L;h-ar::}ﬂ,i}:-,
forees us to subsidize,
This bad public policy is making
California into Northern Venezu

high speed rail. not a Supermassive

J.I‘ | 13 ]UL‘_

lacal leaders to support the repeat of Prop. 1o
Caveat viator,

Joseph Thompson G an attariey wiose fow

affices are in Gilroy. He cun be reccicad of

transtaw @ pacbell.nee.

20NN 4y,
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Socialism or Capitalism? - California Globe

-8

Cahlforms Globe

. \ .
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Train wreck. (Photo: public domain)

The California Globe has received several emails from Joseph Thompson, a California
retired attorney. who for decades has warned about socialized transportation.

He said f politicians sincerely helieved in ending fraud, waste and abuse in govermnment,
they need (o start with public sectar transit boondoggles - specifically, California High Speed
Rail.

Here is a letter he recently wrote te California’s members of Congress, state lawmakers and
local elected officials:

Sell the CA High Speed Rail's Bullet Train to Amtrak?!?!
Dear Friends,

Calls being heard to *fix" wasteful Bullet Train by selling it to Amtrak, would be like fixing
fraud-ridden

i



COG by selling it to fraud-ridden VTA. Like throwing gasoline on a fire to extinguish i,
What would that be like for taxpayers?

Q: Amtrak as a buyer of an insolvent railroad? In 1970, during the debate on
greation of the North

American Passenger Train Corporation (a/k/a Amtrak), advocates stood on the floor of the
Mouse and proclaimed, "It will be self-sufficient in three years.”

Never happened. By 9-11-01, Traffic World reported that taxpayers' subsidies to Amtrak. in
§100 hilis, would be a stack taller than the World Trade Centers stood.

And the hemorrhaging of taxpayers’ money by Amtrak continues apace, condoned by every
Session of the Congress. If it was a horse, we wouid do the humane thing, Instead, we
kick the can down the road.

If Arntrak, in deep red ink, bought the Bullet Train, already in deep red ink, the outcome is
obvious,

The red ink would be deeper, taxpayers losses greater. That is not 4 solution that taxpayers
want or need,

As | said to then Senator-Judge Quentin Kopp in 1996, sound, sustainable railroad solutions
are only found in the private sector. As | repeated in testimony before the Assembly
Transportation Committee

in the State Capitol in 2010. And as 1 said to the joint Gilroy & Morgan Hill Chambers of
Commerce in 2008 at the Gilroy Chamber's Conference Room during their pre-election
debates,

Railing-out an msolvent railroad with another one would yield a worse train wreck that you
started with,

Railroads need profitable freight to haul. Passengers don't pay remunerative (cover all costs)
fares on public sector carriers, e.g.. Amtrak. Can you hauf encugh high revenue freight to
offset your lusses moving passengers?

Wells Fargo's stages did it; moving US Mail & bullion shipments to offset losses sustained
rnoving their passengers.

The bellies of jumbo jets are crammaed full of high value air freight to help make their
pperations moving passengers more profitable.

Even the French HSR started moving FedEx freight to offset their losses moving
passengers.

1



For a time, Amitrak added high value California produce cars to the back of their passenger
trains to generate more revenue. In past decades, Railway Express Agency (REA) high
value express freight moved on the passenger trains; combining the high freight revenue
with loss-leadear passenger fares.

History of railreads in the USA teaches us that private seclor railroad solutions are
preferable.

Lincotn knew that in 18684 when he rejected Congressman & Civil War General Grenville
Dodge's urging to make the transcontinentat railroad government owned.

After the Woodrow Wilson Administration nationalized the railroads during WWI, Congress
denationalized them in the Transportation Act of 1920 because all knew that government
could not run railroads.

Ganwe learn from our history? Or are we doomed to continue our mistakes with socialism?

Today, we ought to see high value freight diverted from highways to COFC & TOFC
intermodal service {Doublestacking of containers: Container on Flat Car: COFC, Trailer on
Flat Car; TOFC) with the added advantage of not having to carry a trailer) in sufficient
volumes to offsel the losses of moving passengers on high speed rail. The tonnage flows on
I-5 and Flwy. 98 in California today are amenable to switching to intermodal sarvice, where
freight rates for shippers average 40% lower, and where fuel savings are about 75% per
ton/mile when you compare steel wheels rolling over steel rails with rubber tires on concrate
and asphalt,

The Class Ones, UPRR and BNSF, aught to have the Stonehenge I, in exchange for
intermodal service in each of California’s ag shipping Counties. CAHSRA ought to be in a
Ch. 9 Bankruptey, where the sale could be approved by the Bankruptcy Court, and the
Bankruptcy Trustee able to recover all the fraudulent transfers for the taxpayers.

In my opirion, that would be a better solution than sefling Bultet Train to Amtrak.

Joe Thompson
Pasi-President 1999-2001, 2006 Gilroy Morgan Hill Bar Assn.

Charter-Member, SBCCOG Citizens Rail Advisory Committee, and Citizens Transit Task
Force

Past-Chalr. Legistation Committee, Transportation Lawyers Assn.

E-Mail: TransLaw@FacBell Net
» Author
« Racent Posts
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GILROY- DISPATCH

L.etter; Bullet train reportis more lipstick on the
pig

BY JQSEPH P THOM - sepeauber 3, 0005

fodber o the weditor

MNaws reports that the California High Speed Rail Association's newest "business plan” proposes getting (8
million annia! fiders from Gilrey is, 28 predicied, more lipslick on a bankrupt-from-conception sociatisy
boondaggle,

The population of Gilroy is 63,390, with 47,200 adulls. Morgan Hill's population s 45952, 50, inround
nurmbrers we're louking at alrout 100000 peopls of all ages. How many would 1ake the Bullet Train evary
workday to Merced to Bakersfield? Would they pay full fare, of like VTA, COG, ela., pay ouly about 1% of the
cost of thoir rides?

hitps Hgitroydispateh comfetter-bulletdrain-repornt ssmorizpstick-on e pig! HWa




BE25, 1114 a0 Ltz Bullet train report is more hpsbck on the pig § Criteery DHspanch | Gitroy, Caniformig

Tarpuyers, motorists, pray the badarae of heir costly rdes. 1would make Lenin basty Hothey all roche Biollet
Train, that would be OD58% of CAMSFRAY pign-the-sky projected rdership,

So.it's safe to conclude that CHERAS new "Dusiness plan™ is pure, unadulterated horse-pucky s we liked to
say whan | had my law office there.

Giliay's laxpayers, including crucidhied motonsts, labor under warsl-in-the-nation” award winming V1A,
awardesd them {or extraordinary teoud, wasie and abuse by the BT atudy of all the nation’s transil agepcies,
In miore than 45 years of representing smal and viery small Business owners in Gilroy and South Santa Clara
County, Fsaw business failures and bankrupleies al higher rates than the nationsl average, Why's that?
Confiscalory taxes/fees/Aines/as soasments and mandales?

it 2008, when the Gilroy and Margan Hill chambers thvited mea to dobiale former Supervisor Fod Diridon n
the pre-alection delate on Prop, 1A, 1 said the same thing thal | said to the "Sodfather af the Bultet Train™in
WG, the Honcrable Judge and Sen. Cuentin Kopp. Privote seator solubions are the only sound, sustanable
transport solutions for lucal, state and federal governmants

Frepeated my position in testimony balgre the Assembly Transportation Commilles in the Capitolin 2010 in
support of proposed legislation to defund the Bullet Train,

Mathing bas changed over the yvears since {0 maka ma change my position, In fact, sonstrustion and
operating costs have incressed dramaticely, and will increase more helore it's complated. i o gusst apimnan
published by the Gilroy Dispatan in 2008, | predictid that gas taxes would have 1o increase Loy 810 per gallon
to fund the CAHSRAS monstrosity, Thiir iscal botlomless pit is now 50 deep thatl | now dodble my provigus
catimale o §20 par gailon, But then, what will we do i we tax people out of their cars?

Instead of creating anather soclatist public sector transit boondognle, | think that we cught ta tearn from our
history, and switch to private secton rail, which is the only sustainabile way W run a rairoad.

CAMERA has, prediclably, arswered AB 377 with a new “business plar” al's no diferent than their
previous plan W crucity the tarpayers. Asking a blood sucking leeeh 1o have 8 new gigl is an exergise in
futitity. We cannot atford the BIGod-sucking leeches that cur leaders have aready plastarad an our backs.
NG wonder peopite are lleeing Calfornia in rocord pyumbers.

Juseph B Thampsnn, Esq.

Past-Fresident, 1999-2001, 2005, Gilroy -porgan Mill Bar Assy,

JOSEPH P. THOM

Imps:Hgilrnydispatch.cclmliet(er—hulle!~train-repmrl—i5-rnorf.ul‘:pstic:k-nnwthe-w;:nigf s




Bi2E, T h AM Lattar Bulled train report is more Epstick on the pig | Morgan Hili Times | Morgan Hil, San Martin, GA

Letter: Bullet train reportis more lipstick on the
plg

BY JDHEPH P THOM - Scpiontig 3 2025
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Mews feporig that the California High Speed Ral Association's newest "huisiness plan” o ofgies getling 18
milllon anmgal riders from Gifroy s, as predicled, more ipstick on a bankegptfrom-gongention sociahist
beondogale.

The population of Gilkoy is 60,380, with 47, 200 adulis. Morgan Hil's population is 45852, 5o, inround
numbers we'ng 10oking at aboot 100000 people of all ages, How many would take 1he Bullet Train avery
workday to Merced 10 Bakersfigld? Waut) they pay full fare, or like VIA COG, ele, pay only aboul 1% of e
cost of ther riges?

Taxpayers, molotists, pay the balance of their costly fdes. 1f would make Lenin Biush. if they all rode Bullet
Train, thal would be J055% of CAMSRAS pe-in-the-sky projected ridership.

5 - d T e, unadulterated horse-pucky ag v bled e
- P:ateruc. donated $_25 ( |_
| San Franciseo, United States

hitps:imorganhilllimes comfletter-bullet-tram-rapost-is- more-lipstick -on-the -pig/ i
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Glroy's taapayers, including crucified molonists, labor under “worst-n-the-nation” award wiiaing VA,
awarded them tor extragrdinary fraug, waste and abuse by the MIT study of 83 he palion's transit agencies.
Inmope than 8% years of rapresenting sotall and very small bugingss owners in Gilroy and South Santa Clara
County, | saw business failures and bankruptcies at higher rates than the national average. YWhy's that?
Confiscatary tanes/lees/lines/assessments and tnandales®

2008, when ihe Gilroy and Morgan Hit chambers ovted me 1o debate tormer Sugaervisor Rod Dirkdorn i
the pre-eleclion debate on Prop 1A, | said the same thing that | said 1 the "Godtather of the Bullat Traln” in
1986, the Honorable Judge and Sen. Quentin Kopp Private sector solutions are the only sound, sustainabia
transport solutons o loeal state and federal governmeants,

repaated my gosition in l@simony betore the Assemby Transpooation Committes w the Capilol in 2010 @
support of proposed legisiaton 10 dafund the Bullat Tramn,

Motmng bas changed over the years singe 1O make me ehange my posilion. o fact constraction and
pperating costs have increascd dramatueadly, and vl ingrease more befoes s completed In g guest opinion
pubilished by the Gilroy Dispateh in 2008, 1 predicted 1hat gas taxes would nive (o increasa 1o $10 par gallon
to tund the CAHSRAE monstrosity, Their fiscal bottomiess pitis now 8o deen thal | now doutsle my pravious
astimate 10 520 per gatton. But then, what will v di if we tax peaple out of their cars?

Insteadt of creating anolivr sogialst pubdic sector ranst boendoggie Ftnk that we ouaht o fearn om our
history, and swilch Lo prvate sector ral, which is the only sustanabb way to run a railroad,

CAHERA has, pragiciably, answered AB 377 with a new "husiness pian” that's na difarent than their
previous pran to crucify the taxpavers. Asking a blood sucking lecch to have a now diet is an exorcise in
futility. We cannol afford the blood-sucking leeches that our leaders have already plastered on owr bagks
Mo wondar people are Heeing Caldorma in record numbers,

Joseoh POThompson, Fao,

Fogt-Fresiclent, T999-2000, 2006, Cilrow-Morgan Hilt Bar Assn

JOSEPH P, THOM

nitpsdmorganhilllimes.comielter-bulgtarain-reportis-more-lipslick-nn-the-pigl
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GILROY W OISPRTCH

Letter: Taxpayers cannot afford a transportation
boondoggle

Oy JOSEPH P THOMPSOW - June 12,2005

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Open letter to Hon, Sean Duffy, US. Secretary of Transpartation.

Re: USDOT FRAS Notice of Proposed Determiation 6-4-202%

Ir: my opinion, the reason for the Gaturg of the CAHMBRAS high speed rail proposal 15 its rebance on the public
sector model of transport tunding as seen in the ration's story with Amtrak and other public sector transit
boondoggles.

Despite "efficlency” appearing four imes in the national transpor lation policy, long before creation of a
tederal department ol governmentat efficiensy, in practice we seem dependant on taxpayer funded forms of

https doilroytispatch.comiletter-laxnayers-cannat-afford-a- ransportation-boandogale
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G258 21 AM Letter: Taxpayors cannet aford a tansportation hoandoggle | Gilrgy Dispateh | Gitroy, Californig

tracsit t the detriment of the laxpayers, o, mowrists paying gas lases, who are erpacted Dy the
guvernitinl ta pray T02% of our transpoet costs.

Cwar tha gecades, state and federal transporl tunding experts hiave recommended that we fund our
transport with usar feeg, that is, fares by tha patrons, The Highway Trus) £und has been diverted to
subisicdize public sector transit systems. So. we don't sven toflow our own experts’ advics fur transpor!
funding).

I 1970, during debate on Greation of the National Raifroad Passenger Gorporation (Armtrak), CONGrEESIMEn
stuncd oo the oo in the House and proclatmed, ")owill ba self sufticient in three vears”

iy Bept 11, 2001 when the terorists ook down the World Trade Centars, Amtrak's subsidies, in 8 stack of
F00 bl weare tallar that e Workd Trade Centors had staod, as repartedd ty Tratf; World, Today, Amtrak's
subsidies would make Lenin Blush,

Im G20, we enactad the Transportabion Act and teversed 1he nationalization of the rairoads 1hat had been
clore tay [he Wilson Administration during WWIL Why? Private sector rail was, and 15, Far superior to soslaist
rail. Today, our Slass Ones are the envy of the world.

I row opinion, we are giving e wrong answer 1o the lite honarable Noriman Y, Mirela, wiio i TH93 it e
Institute al BJSU that now bears his name said, " The Crosial guestion i tratspartation today is: What should
govarnmet do, and what should i lzave (o others?”

Secretory Mineta was righl then, and be's right today, God bless his soul

Ag b sad b0 NSRG before it Lecame an “authority,” it we put enough UPS, Fegex and Pustal Secvice tonnage
on the High Speed Fail, then we would nob need 10 ask the taxpayers for a dime,

Vie oupht to featn from ow history, Watls Farge added US Mail and bullion to theair passenger stage
coaches to offset thelr sses moving passengers,

We Blled the bellies of e umio jets with bigh value lreight and WS, Man 1o maka those thights mare
profitable. Even the fand grant railroads added Ratway Express Agency freight to cars addad to their
Passengar trairns 1o make those runs profitable,

The rorth-south tonnage Hows on 1.5, US-1tH, and GA-99 have sulficient volumes that, if diverted (o TOFG &
COFC intermodal service, we could offset the losses of maoving passengars-onty HSR in Galifornia,

I aent Sectetary Dully a copy of Granville Dodoe's "How We Buill the Transcantinental Railway,” in which
Congsessman/General Dodgo relates Lincotms rejection o Nis urging al the White House in 1864 thal the
transcontinental railread be government owned. n my opinion, we cught to be Tollowing Lincoln's agvice for
the private-sector solution to the nation's transportation.

Votars in Calornia voted in 2008 for private sector HSR. We did not vote for another Amtrak, public sector
fransit Boondoggle.

Calilormia taxpayers canool atlord to subsaidize the ransil boondoggles that we already have, Lal's give Lhe
rght answer (o 2ecretary Mineta's “crucial auestion.”

Joseph P Thompson

Fresmng

hitps./fgilroydispaleh.comdletter-taxpayers-cannat-aford aransportation-boondoggie/
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Letter: Taxpayers cannot afford a transportation
boondoggle

BY JOSERPN POTHEMPSON - ke 12, 4005

LETTER T0 THE EDITOR

Open letier to Hon. Sean Duffy, LS, Secretary of Transportation:

He, USDOT FRA 'S Notice of Proposed Datermination 842025

I oy pinion, the reason for the failure of the CARSRAS high speed ref proposal is its reliance on the puplc
sector modet of fransport funding as seen in the nation's history with Amtrak and other public sector transit
Loancdoguies,

Draspite "efliciency” appearing four times in the national transportation poligy, ong befare greation of a
fagderal department ot governmental efficiency, in practice we seemn dependant on taxpayer funded torms of
tranaii to tha detrimaent of the iaxpayers, e.g., rotorists paying gas taxes, who are expected by the
government 10 pay 102% of our frangport costs,

Over the decades, state and federal transport funding experts have recommandod that we fund our
tranaport with user fees, that is, fares hy the patrons. The Highway Trust Fund has been dvertad to
subsidize public sector transit systems. So, we don't even tollow our own experts’ advice for transport
furncking,

htips Huanbenito comieller-laxpayees-gannot-aford-a-transportation-boondogglef




WM, DL AV Lettat: laxpayers cannol alford o ransportation hoondogyie - SanBenito com | Holliste, San fuan Baulisla, GA
I IE70, during debate on creaticn of the Natonal Raflrond Passenger Corporabion (Amtrak), congressmen
stood on the floar In the House and proclamed, "It will be seil suffizient in hree years”

By Sept. 11, 2001, whan the tervorists took down the Warld Trade Genlars, Amitrakes stibsidies, in g siagk of
F100 bills, wery tatier than the World Trade Centers had stood, as reportad by Traffic Workd Today, Amitrak's
subesichey woult make: Lenin blush.

1920, we engeted the Transportation Act and revorsed Lhe natiorahzabion of the railroads that tad been
done by the Wilson Administration during Ww, Why? Private seclor vail was, and is, far supenar Lo socialist
rait Today, our Glass Ones are the envy of ihe worlg,

[ my opinion, we are giving the wiung answoer t the late hanorable Morman Y, Mineta, who in 1995 at the
Institute at BJBU thal now bears his name said, "Thee crugal question in tranyportation today i What should
grvernroent oo, and whiat should o leave to others?

Secretary Minela was right then and he's right tocay, God blass his soul,

As | said 1o HERC before it besame an "authorily, if we put enough UPRS, Fadex and Fostal Sorvice tannage
on the High Spead Rail, then we would not need 1o ask the taxpayers for a dime.

W cught to dearn trom our lnstory. Weils Facgo added LS. Mail and bullion 1o their [FESIENYET STage
coaches to offsel their losses moving passengers,

W filled the bellies of the jumbo jels with high value freight and U5, Mail to rmake those flights more
profitatile. Fven the land grant rallroads acddged Railway Express Agency frelght 1o cars added to thair
passenger raing to maks those runs profitable,

The north-aouth tonnage Hows on 5, US-101, and CA-D9 have sutticient volimes thai, if dwerted to TOFS &
COFCHintermodal anrvice, we could uffset the losses of moving passengers-only HSA N Callomia.

Fsent Begretary Doty o copy of Granville Dodge's “How We Built the Transaonlinental Raitway,” in which
Congressman/General Dodge relales Lingolns rejection to his urging al the White House it 38964 thal Hhe
transcontinental railrozd be government owned. In ty apinien, we aught 16 be {ollwing Lincoln's advice for
the private-sector salution lo the nation's transpartation.

Voters in California votod sn 2008 for private sector SR, We did not vote Ior another Amirak, public seclor
trans! boondoggle,

Calornia laxpayer s cannat aflosd to subsidize the transit boondoggies that we already have, Let's give the
right answer to Secrelary Mineta's "crucial question.”

Joseph P Thonipson

Fresno

JOSEPH P, THOMPSON

llps:fsanbenito comister-taxpayers-cannot-atford-a-rans partation-hoondogole! A2
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Letter: Taxpavers cannot afford a transportation
boondoggle

BY MSECH P THOMPSOH - fune i3 025

LETTER 70 THE EDITOR

Qpan lztler to Hun, Sean Duffy, US. Secretary of Tranaportation:
Fe: USDOT FRA'Ss Notice of Proposed Delermination £.4.2025

jan ey opinion, the reason for the fallure of the CAHBRAT high speed rail proposal is da reliance on the publis
sactar model of ranspart Junding as seen in the nation's tgtory with Ambrak and other public sector transil
hoondoggles,

Dospile "efficlency” appearing tour times in the national trangpartation policy, long before craation of &
faderal department of govarnmentat efficiency. in practice we seem dependent on taxpayer funded forms of
{ransit to trhe detrimant of e taxpayers, €.4. motorists paying gas taxes, who arg espeoted by the
goverrmant 1o pay 102% of our Tanspon costs.

O Stephen 1. donated $50 Wit o yhave recommended that we tund o

Y m: Hollister, United State ( - wialy Trus! Fund has been diverled to
st Sleth, 20 Hidtes . ;

g = e e -y QU DWN experts advice for ransport

fu

Rtips: fimorgenhifttimes, cornfielter-laxpaysrs-cannat-afford-a-ransportatior-bonndogile! 177




B Y20, AT AN Letter: Taxpayers cannot afiond 2 transportation boondogyle | Margan Fitt Times | Morgan Hill San Martin, GA
10 1970, during dabale on oreabon of the National Railroad Passengur Corporation (Arnbak), congresamen
stood on the floor i the House and proctamied, 1wl be sell sulficiest in three years ©

By Sept. 11, 2001, when the terrorisis took down the World Trade Centers, Amtrak's subsidies, in a stack of
F100 bilks, wera taller than the World Tracle Centers hod stoodd, as reported by Traffic World, Teday, Amtrak's
subsicias would maks Lenin blush.

In 1920, wa enacled the Transportation Act and reversed the nationalization of the railroads that hael Denan
dong by the Wilson Adminlstrabion duriog WWL Why? Private soctor rosl was, and is, far superion to sociahst
rail Ty, oue Class Ones are the envy of the world,

iy GRINICEY, We are giving the wreng answer (o the [ate honorable Norman Yo Mineta, wha i 199% at the
insfitute al SJ5U that row boars tis name said, "The crocial question i transportation tday s What should
goveramari da, and what should it leave to others?”

Secretary Mineta was righl ey anct hes rigbt today, God bless lus soul

A1 spid (o HERC betore it became an "authorily,” # we put enough UPS, Fedex and Postal Service lonnage
on the igh Speed Rail, then we would not need to ask the taxpayers for a cime.

We ought 1o ledarn bram our history, Wells Fargo added U5 Mail and baliion 10 they passenger stage
voachas (o offset their losses moving pASSENQErs.

W fillied Lhe beilies of the jumbao jets with bigh value freight aod LS, Mail o make those fights more
prolitable. Bven the fand grant raifroads added Railway Express Agenay freight o cars added to their
PassEnger rains W maka those runs profitable,

The north-south tynnage fows on 1-5, US-07, and GA-99 have sutfictent voltmes that, if diverbal o TOFC &
COFC intermodal service, wa gould offsel the josses of moving passengers-ondy HSR in Califomia,

et Gecratary Dully a gopy of Granville Qodge's “How We Built the Transcontinental Bathway” in which
Congressman/Genara) Dodge relates Lincolns rejection to his urging at the Whate House in 8654 that the
transcontinegntal railroad be governmenl owned. nomy opinion, we cught 1o be following Lincoln's advice for
e prrivate-sector salation to the nahon's transportation.

Volers in Califorpia voled in 2068 for privats sector HSR We did not vote for anather Amtrak, pullic sector
transil boondogghe.

Califorra taspayers cannot afford to subsicize the transil boondoggles thal we glraady have. Lel's give the
right answer o Secretary Mineta's “crucial question.”

Joseph P Thaompson

Fresna

JOSERH P. THOMPSON

hips fimorganbiiltimes carmletler-taxpayers-cannol-afford-a-ranspontation-beondoggiv/
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ILADY-&

TC

kitling Black Hole pointed at the heart of Gilroy’

iy GILADY ESPATCH STAFE  suaober To, B

Daar Edditor;

dears o proponeats of Galiformias Bulle! Train, whe would rape
trpayers s Dankeupt siall business ownors o greate a
Marxist-Leninkst, job-Rilling Black Hlola poinfed sl he beart of
aitroy with urirestricted evinent domain power,

Trar Eolilorn

Jears to proponents of California's Bullet Train, who would rape taxpayers and bankrugt small busiess
owners Lo creste g Madst-Leninst, job-Killing Black Hole pointed at ths heart of Gilroy with unrestrictecd
eitnent gomain pawer.

Cheers Lo private-sector railrosds like UP, crealing jobs, paying taxes, building enterprise development,
Bolstering comimunitieos afong their rights-ofoway,

Jeers o Bullet-ln-the -Brain Train, hiding massive deficits (o cover ransport waste the same way the Valiey

Transpor tation Authority and other metropelitan planning organs of socialist goveriment de, whose
accounding frawd is perpetratec) on the volers to convinee tham tal Japanese and Eorops i
socialism make a botter sociely than American free onterprise capitalism,

Sheers 1o Mexico, Canada, Great Britain, Ausiralia, New Zealand and other countries who de-natinnalized
“The Privatization Revolution” during the last twe

thoir railrpacls i what the Wall Straet Journal described as
tocades.

Wher will we lear from history?

Are we doomed Ao repeat the mistakes of the LS5 R.7

Caveat Viator!

Jon Thompson, GHroy

Subnnitied Wednesday, Oal 9 to ed @ iccom

GILROY DISPATCH STAFF

htlpsdgitroydispatch com/bultat-trainewould-creata-a-mar xisk-leninisi-ob-kiling -blacks hole -pointed-at-the -heart-of-gly/
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Don't buy into the proposed state bullet train
poondoagie

B GLLROY DISPATCH STAFF  Cnanhey s 2o

(ot AR EDITOR:

el ke 1oy coched e o Themgeon's
traltet trabn gropasal |iemby agroo that i
b L vail Bsicess

DEAR EMTOR

siment ol the proposed
Lt siouled tiot g

Pwaule ke Lo add to Joe Thampson's assessment of the propoacd builet train proposal. | firmty agroe that
the state shoodd nol ged oto the ralt business, Proponents clam Bat the San Francises o Los Apgeles
projeat woultd cost S25 billion bt anyene Gamibior with Boestoms "Big Dig,” one of the largest transportation
mrojests ever atlempted, should know thal ozt overnuns have escescded 300 peraent of the origingl budget

andl s yoars Behingd schedube, A bulfel train aroject of the size proposecd would likely slso ond up the same
WLy,

Supporters wanl o fngoce the project with state bonds but ks Bs anvise al 8 time when California faces a
Sk balioon bnacdget detol an atready bas rovord bongh imdebitecee:

Bt e constrostion oty and union intere

Thises a tinue Lo Lo fiscally procdend.
¥i
o or Hhe Dadlof

v prisheec] hard Lo oet rvhal financ

Lintoriumately @ number of decisions bave o mnde i Sacramento for polilical reasons and have oot boen
i ther Bogtinterost ol thoe pudblic, whichos vwhy e stale s ails cirent prodicaomess 1L oconomicilly

fepcimibobe, fed the privado soctor taka the risks s Duoikd the balle ) rain,

Warren Soitert. Gilroy

Sutwnitted Thursday, Ol 17 o ed' 60 tecom

GILROY DISPATCH STAFF

hitps:/giraydispatch.com/dont-buy-inte-the-proposcd-state-bullat-train -boondagle/
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Simple math reveals Gov. Davis’ huge bullet train
cash drain

BT OGHRDY IPSPATCH STARF - ontobae 20 Ems

DEAR EMITOR;

I URink Greww, Davis bill o buite 2 325 Billian dollar buallet

trafn s a bigoer fraud on the taxgeayer than even Mr. Thompson
ortrayed in his lettor

DEAR EDITOR:

| thadnls G, Davis bilk Lo kil & 525 Bitton dollar bullet trainis @ bigoer Fraud on the faxpayver than even M.
Thosnpson portrayed inbig lettor,

Gy, Davig plang to spend 524 bithon on a fugh spead (2 172 10 5 hoor Los Angelas to San Francisos) train
paid for by the taxpayars of Calitarnia. The proposed Tare (s $O0 one way or about what the airlines charge
for & ona-hour fight,

The reeal problem s that the interost on this $295 bilion will e about 3425 billian a year and this does not
aven teush paying off the origieal $25 billon. Using $10 por tickot suld going to pay the irderes! means that
about 300,000 peopie will have (o ride the rain EVERY DAY, EVERY YEAR just 1o pay the intarest on the
Larits, The cadly air fights carry a fraction of this number daity, sa Ddoubt that the amount of train rickers
would even come close (o the 300,000,

To pay the total bond debt would probably require about S00,000 trip fares per day. 1811 even possible to
regn this many iraing and cars in g 24-hour perod? | balieva thal we may be looking at the Liggest
Boondogels i histery of Caldfornia T4 am corroet and this train is e Big Diack money hole | believe, than |
wold propogse nateing the rain "The Gov, Davis White Elephant Bullet Special.” |s this train realy for the
peopley benetit or o ginnt slush fund by pay off &l the political hacks i Sacramento?

Jir Hallung, Giroy

Subimitted Fricay ot 18 to ed™ @™ iecom

GILROY DISPATCH STAFF

httpsHgiroydispateh.comigiimple-math-reveals-gov-davis-huga-bullattrain-cash-drain/



GILROY- DISPRTE
Transit policy has run amok and the publicly
funded track we're riding on is a huge waste

EYOGILROY DISPATCM STARE  moowly o) Jrde)

Eevair Evhitor:
P thm fsgue Taming us just transid or rog
g

T e L womehing
@r? Transportalion Suoretary Mineto soid,

Tha grucial guestion in transportation tocday s Whal should
genarnment oo sned whad should It leave ta others?

N

ftRink hess riglt

Duar Editor,

I the igsi Facing s just ransit or reads? s something grooter? Trangportation Secretary Minota sail,
“The crucit guestion in transporadion today is- What should aovernment do and what shoold it teave Lo
olhers?"

I bk ey rigght,
Thet v fasue b we face s sociahsn or capitalism,

(o wwer want Lo thirawe over our Constiluion, and fry Lo muke e o Brgeds. Lenine Trotsio Statin putsicly-
owned everylnng theary work today here in America, of do we Cling (o e quaint notion thal privately.
owned praparty is America's keystone Lo succoss?

The Politice-Transit Alliance and its supportees favor the big socialisl (communist) government moda!
regardhess of he price we pay tor i, and ask voters to fgnore the history of the 20U Cenlury. Underlying this
strugghe ies Me Mineta's Crocial Question and the internal inconsistencies in our National Transportation
Policy. The "Bivicdeed Flousa™ of transportation policy continue
USTEA in 1992, TEA-21in 1898 (and, noxt year, TEAG?) tyne
otharwise be bankrupt Dusinesses,

to worsen as evar larger taxpayar subsicies
westiments”) are reguired Lo fund what would

Hosaemy sl an lren Sortain® has hoon erecled by those advocetes of Lasnaer Tunded transpartalion
"hasingss” andd sustained by polilicians for job preservation.

This artificial harncr Detweon sat

ionahized ransportation and free enterprise ransportation s maintainsd for
turf protection, ool economic, eficient transportation, nobwilhstanding the waste, nor the hage government
cleficis, nor e bankroptcias and business failures Il causas.

While o privatization revolulion hias been accurring aroung the world, privale seclor transpartation in the US,
15 Being consuimed by poltically-fucted schemaes of publia ownerghip, which higtory has shown are nat
sustabnatie over W long-hial,

Volers who peel the onion 1o ity core will see Lhe question Tacing us: "Aocept Sovietization of America wilh
ralionadized, public-sector transport, or retain the Nation's character carelully crafted by the Founders?”
Which orw o we wart?

Wi are a houge divickasd now, Will we become all slaves to publicly-owned Sransit, o do we cling 1o the tiberty
auarantesd us under our present Constitution?

bitps:digiiroydis paleh.com/transit-policy -has-run-amok-and-the -publicly-funded-rack-weres- riding-on-is-a-huge-wasle/ 112
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Cavenl Viglor!

Joa Yhompaan, Gileay

Subimitied Thursciay, Ol 24 W0 e 600 Mg com

GILROY DISPATCH STAFF
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Taxes, fees and assessments are killing business
in Gilrov and in California

B? GHROY DEPATOH STARE ol M5 e

e E¢litor
'y o member of e Debior Craecitor Commoraiad Law Saction of
the Gouyly Do Associntion, aod for more thinn two decades | have

ropresientech mmall Dosi

Dear Editor

pss owners in e Suuth Connty.

mamember of the Debtor Croditor-Cormmesrcial Laswe Saction of the Courrty Bar Association. and for more
thae b denndes T haive represcoboesd sotadl Dusiness ownors o the Southy Gounty,

Hoyotve s e That “deer i the boeadlights” look on the taces of our toeat small business
ey standing ab thee Bankraptey Court for their fivsl magting of craditorg, then you would, fike me, e
yulificd ot o proposal to ncreass government burdans on thom, Bo thoy taxes, foos assesaments, el wa
atreacdy pagt the breaking paint,

bvsrd sl busingss faiure rate (B0 porcont inthe first fve vears of Dusiness), e tigtoric all-time
Paesiniess Do opdoy rate, s e sl recessn of Tax Fressdony Doy down e cadendar, are indicalions
Gf cpvernmient gl Stgoestions hal we follows hproeeDieanea sobumes froms VEAS MarsEngets -Len-
Trevtsky-Stalin Mumistry of Troth ronwads me ot modioval physicians stieking more blood-sooking feechss on
clying poticets, VTAS Tor-Bre garrige of passongor busingss was conaewed nsolvent, Bom rankeunt, ang

witsles rore ax submsiches cach passing year, Thisog deniegd by pollicins currying favor with pablio seotor
uniong and Vs exactly what small business owners are trying 10 aveld.

Sgeking VTAR advice for business solotions, when te VTAS accounting practicoss niake Enron honest in
cornpartson, 16 ravduient misrepresentation and decedt by our leaders. BV TA "solvency” iy seal, then San
Juse B Lings was even morg sobvenl on the day b Hiled a8 bankeaptey petition. Qur small business owners
nacd lnss goverment, fewer leechos, aond o tevel olaying leld, someatbing thal Gilroy's leaders have deniad
them for more thart 20 vears, Caveat Viator!

Juseph P Thompson, Gilroy

Sutamitted tharsclay, Nov, 1 foed™ @ ncom

GILROY DISPATCH STAFF

hitpsiHgilloydispateh .comiaxes-fees.and-assessmenta-are-Kiling-business-io-gitrey-and-in-california/



e Barert A R DRIME G G ET IR AETULIE L WGV RGL LY | ALY LAl LD | STIEGY, SN

HLROY -

ISPHT

Let’s guit funding transportation Soviet style

Y GILROY DISPATCH STAFF « Drveiiey 10, HH0

DEAR EDITOR;
A transporiation attorney reminged the Nation 144 years aoo,

A house divided agains) itsell cannot stand.
[EAR EDITOR:
A tranaportation altorney reminded the Nation 144 years ago, “A house divided against itself cannol stand.”

Jeers to VTA transit soclalists pasting hand-aids on their malignanl tumors. Chears Lo paying for your ewn
transporiation.

Jeers to those ransit-subsidy recipionts who demand that their neighbors pay 989 of the cost of these
rickes o that they only pay VTAS unremonaralive 1% {of gonerally accepled acoounting principles) fares,

Cheers to belipvers i private property rights, e, Washington, Franklio, Madison, Hamilton, Jefferson,
Juers 10 the ides it no Lax s too groat 1o achieve socialism's Ulopia.
Cheers to self-sufficient people who don't demand transit welfare,

Jeers to the sophistry of the Politico Transii Aliiance, wha blame motorists for everything [rom vzene holos,
global warmmirg and soclal inustice 1o petholes, asthtna epidenics. and unadordable housing.

Chaeers to any member of the Assemnbly who bas he guis to demand an end to Eoron-style accountiog
practices &1 our ansil agencies,

It we are going to repeal the Gonstitution, prohibit private proparty, acdopt the Marx-Englas-Lenin-Trotsky.
Staln-Diridon-Gape Uheory of publichy-ownesd everything, let's go. The sconer we do the saoner the
revolution that will restore saniy. Lets not drag it out for 80 years the way the Soviets did,

Joe Thompson, Gilroy

Subtnitted Fricay, Roc, 6

GILROY DISPATCH STAFF

htips ffoilroydispatch.comiletz-quil-funding -fransporationsovial-slyle/
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Watch out for higher tax and fee proposals and

dorn’'t forget ‘we’re already past the breaking
Boint’

WOWLREGY DISPATCH 3TAFF -

DIF AR EDHTOR:

Frov e meanbsen of g Dabior-Cradion-Commercial Lo
the County Bar Associntion, ron past-presicunt of the Gilroy-Morgnn
il Bar Associalion,

DEAR EDITOR:

Prova et of he Debtor Greditor Commerciad Law Section af the County Sae Associalion, and past
prressivkent of the Gilrosy-Maorgan Hill Bar As
husingss owners in the South Gounty,

sancintion. Foo more than o goeades Ehave roprasenie

srmab

I yourve soen thial "dear in the hea

ighls” look an tha faces of aur local small business ownars standing al
the Dankruptoy courl bor their Tiest mesting of credilors. then you would, e me, b aystified al g proposal

terincrease grvarnmoent hordens on them, Be they tases, feos, assossmonts, elo, we are alraacy past tha
EarcsiiRing preint,

T ahysnal small bustness faduro et (80 pereent in the fest five yonrs of busingsa), the historio all-time
Righ buginesy baskyaploy rate, andd e anmualt recession of Tax Freecom Day down the caleradan, are

nctications of govaminent blight,

Suagestions thal wo toliow hare-brained schemes from VTAS Merxc Engoels. Trotskoye-Lenin: Stalin Ministry of
Troth eernicds me of medieval physicians sticking more Blood-sucking lecohes on dying patients,

VA insolvency (VTAS for-hire carri
wastes more Wax subsiclics each pass

& of pa et busingss wis conceved insolvent, born bankoapt, and
ng year), denicd by politicians gurvying favor with public-sector uions,
iy wehiad sinalt business owners are trving to avaid.

[ENCEY

DeeRing VTAS advice Tor nsiness solutions, whon e VTAS acoounting practoes make Enronsa honas! in
omparisen, s rnudulent misrepresentalion and deceil by our leacers. Chae small buginess owners nesc logs
guvernment, fewer feachog, and 8 leved playing field, somesthing Ut Gitroy's leaders have dended them for
more than 20 vears. Cavaat Viator!

Joe Thompson, Gilroy
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Valley Transporiation Authority 2 mismanaged
sinkhole for taxpayer dollars

B GILROY DISPATCH STAFF - apal b Lol

Edlitor:
aizful whal vou sk for yeu may gel il

Ao careful whiat vou sl for vou miay gt it

Asking for expanded Valloy Trensportation Authonly transport service, bigger govermmeit, more waste of
v cioliarsg, cmpty bus seats getiing "ree rides”™ st nxpayers’ expenss, has been shown by hislory (o be
dangarous,

Cror wie want Lo duplicate the OS5 s fale? Like rag's Minastey of Information, VTAS “transit success” s
cormparatie. Orwell Tves vight here in Gilioy, With the Bullst-in-the-Brain Train argeting downtown Giiroy,
smal business owners are fleeing, through the bankruptoy court in record numbers, and then rght out of
this socialist-clominatod state. Bepeating Prop. 13 o make iU aagier for more tax burdens on small business
owners and hameowners wilt he fike using woeapons of mass destruction on the fow small Dusiness owners
ferft. Caveat Viator!

Joes Thompsen, Gitroy
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