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Fresno Chaffee Zoo 
was voted 1st place

in both “Attraction” 
and “Family Attraction” 

categories in the Fresno Bee!
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Fresno County Board of Supervisors
Hall of Records
2281 Tulare Street, Room 300
Fresno, CA 93721

Dear Supervisors,

On behalf of the members of the Fresno County Zoo Authority Board, 
I am pleased to present our Annual Report for fiscal year 2024-25 
that concluded on June 30.

During FY 2024-25, Fresno Chaffee Zoo welcomed 826,227 visitors! 
The Zoo is grateful for the support of the community and the hard work 
of its staff to continue to provide excellent animal care and fun 
and educational experiences throughout the year. 

This year’s report features the new Valley Farm exhibit. 
Valley Farm ribbon cutting celebrated the refresh 
of the Valley Farm space where guests can learn about 
local agriculture and get hands-on experience with 
some barnyard animals. Guests can learn about 
Fresno and the Central Valley’s global impact in 
agriculture while getting up-close with a herd of 
Nubian and Nigerian dwarf goats. The Zoo’s Valley 
Farm exhibit offers guests a meaningful, immersive, 
and interactive experience that reflects the
invaluable agricultural productivity and 
heritage of Fresno County.

Our Zoo visitors
rule the Roost!

Stop in to visit our Nubian, Nigerian 
and American Pygmy goats along with 
barnyard chickens down at the farm!



News from The Zoo Authority
In the fiscal year concluded on June 30, 2024, Measure Z proceeds received were $21,563,214 
with a total cash balance of $55,903,369 available to Fresno Chaffee Zoo for future projects 
or maintenance and operations. Disbursements for expenses funded by Measure Z totaled $10,206,071, 
which includes $2,499,336 for capital improvements and $7,706,735 for maintenance and operations.

The one-tenth of one percent sales tax proceeds for Measure Z are received into three Fresno County 
managed funds: one third for maintenance and operations, two thirds for capital projects, and two 
percent for Authority administrative costs. To date, Fresno Chaffee Zoo has been reimbursed $91,848,312 
for maintenance and operations, and $153,042,235 for capital projects. 

The Authority’s administrative expenses are primarily for professional and specialized services provided 
by Fresno County staff, including managerial, clerical, accounting, and legal services, as well as costs 
associated with the annual independent audit found in Appendix A.

Both the Zoo Authority Board and the Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo Corporation Board are very mindful 
of our responsibility for Measure Z funds. Reporting on the use of these funds for oversight purposes 
is provided each fiscal year by CLA, LLP, our independent external auditor and by Fresno County Treasury 
staff. The Zoo Corporation’s external auditor, Price Paige & Company, and Zoo Corporation’s staff also 
report to the Authority Board on the Zoo’s audit of Measure Z funds on a calendar year basis.

I know you will agree that our Zoo is a special jewel in California’s Central Valley, and I speak for all 
Authority Board members when I say that we look forward to many successful years to come.

If you have any questions regarding the 
Authority Board or the management of 
Measure Z funds, please feel free to contact 
me or one of our staff members at any time.

Michelle Roman
Chairman of the Board
Fresno County Zoo Authority
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�e Valley Farm ribbon cutting celebrated a refresh of  Fresno Chaffee Zoo’s 
Valley Farm space where guests can learn about local agriculture and get 

hands-on experience with some barnyard animals. �is ceremony was especially 
meaningful as the Zoo partnered with Fresno Metro Black Chamber 

of Congress (BTAC) for its construction. 



2024-2025 Acknowledgments
The Fresno County Zoo Authority greatly appreciates the 
investment of personal time and effort by board members 
of Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo Corporation, and the cordial and 
collaborative relationship between the staff of the Authority 
and the Corporation.

We also acknowledge and appreciate the prompt 
and enthusiastic assistance from many Fresno County 
employees, without whom the needs and goals of the 
Zoo Authority Board could not be met.

Auditor-Controller/Treasurer-Tax Collector
Carmen Leal, Account Clerk
Angelica Arrellano, Accounting & Finance Manager
Rochelle M. Garcia, Accounting & Finance Division Chief

County Counsel
Juanita Montoya, Accountant

InformationTechnology Services Department, / 
Graphic Communication Services
Gina Hill, Graphic Arts Specialist

Certain Stats & Photos Generously Shared By:
Steven Gonzales - Warkentin, Chief of Staff
The Fresno Chaffee Zoo

Annual Report Designed By:
Gina Hill | Graphic Arts Specialist

The County of Fresno
Information Technology Services Department

Graphic Communication Services
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Celebrate with us!



2024-2025 Board and Staff
ZOO AUTHORITY BOARD MEMBERS POSITION / TERM EXPIRATION ORIGINAL APPOINTMENT

Michelle Roman Chairman 7/14/2015
Nominated by: District 4 Supervisor Buddy Mendes Term Expiration: 1/4/2027 

Kristina Garabedian Vice Chairman 7/9/2019
Nominated by: District 2 Supervisor Garry Bredefeld Term Expiration: 1/8/2029

Joe Giles Board Member 10/7/2025
Nominated by: District 3 Supervisor Luis Chavez Term Expiration: 1/8/2029   

Peter Herzog Board Member 9/10/2013 
Nominated by: District 5 Supervisor Nathan Magsig Term Expiration: 1/8/2029

Paul A. Toste, DVM Board Member 2/8/2005
Nominated by: District 1 Supervisor Brian Pacheco Term Expiration: 1/4/2027 

Ralph Waterhouse Board Member 1/10/2006
Nominated annually by the current Chairman of the Board of Supervisors Term Expiration: 1/6/2027

Jerry Dyer Board Member Upon oath of office
Ex Officio - Mayor of Fresno  1/5/2021

Miguel Arias Mayor’s Alternate 1/17/2019
Mayor’s Appointment - Fresno City Councilmember, District 3   

ZOO AUTHORITY STAFF
STAFF MEMBER ZOO AUTHORITY TITLE COUNTY DEPARTMENT COUNTY TITLE

Paul Nerland      Administrator County Administrative Office County Administrative Officer

Ron Alexander Coordinator County Administrative Office Senior Administrative Analyst

Lindsay Beavers Counsel County Counsel Chief Deputy County Counsel

Vue Thao Auditor Staff Auditor-Controller/ Senior
   Treasurer-Tax Collector Accountant

We have 12 goats total (all male). 
Not only do these goats roam in Valley Farm, 
but you will occasionally see them wandering 

throughout the Zoo with their Zoological Care Specialist.

Stop by to say “Howdy!”Stop by to say “Howdy!”

We grow a wide variety of plants at the farm!We grow a wide variety of plants at the farm!

Apple
Apricot
Cherry

Nectarine
Peach

Persimmon

Plum
Pomegranate
Grapefruit

Lemon
Mandarin

Orange

Seasonal Produce

Corn
Cucumbers

Melons
Okra

Peppers

Pumpkin
Squash

Tomatoes
Sunflower

Warm Season Crops

Arugula
Broccoli

Brussel Sprouts
Cabbage
Carrots

Cauliflower
Celery

Kale
Lettuce
Onions

Peas
Radishes
Spinach

Swiss Chard

Cool Season Crops
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2003
• Nine-year-old Angel Arellano writes to The Fresno 

Bee, enclosing her $1 donation inspiring the effort 
to save Fresno Chaffee Zoo.

2004
• Board of Supervisors creates Zoo Authority, adopts 

ordinance for a special tax of 1/10th of one cent 
for ten years.

• Measure Z sales tax passes with 73.42% of votes.

2006
• Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo Corporation takes over 

operation of the Zoo from the City of Fresno.

2007
• Maintenance and renovation projects 

throughout the Zoo.

2008
• Master planning and pre-design engineering 

in progress.

2009
• Preparation of Environmental Impact Report 

and Roeding Park tree survey.

2010
• Stingray Bay becomes a permanent exhibit.
• Dino Dig opens!
• Fresno Planning Commission certifies Roeding Park 

Master Plan Environmental Impact Report.

2012
• Purchase of portable digital X-Ray machine.
• August-Sea Lion Cove opens; September 

attendance increased 93% over September 2011!

2013
• King Cobra, Komodo dragon and renovated 

Reptile House exhibits open.

2014
• January construction begins on African Adventure, 

75% of construction firms are local.
• Tiger cubs bring more than 100,000 Zoo visitors 

in April.
• 72% of voters approve Measure Z for another

10 years.
• Annual visitors surpass 700,000 - an increase 

of 70% in 5 years.

2015
• Funding approved for African animal acquisition, 

utilities upgrades and expansion of Dino Dig.
• October African Adventure opening increases 

attendance by 95% over October 2014.

2016 
• Between October 2015 and September 

2016, the Zoo welcomed 1,020,700 visitors.
• Funding approved for Dino Dig, consult and 

design of Warthog exhibit, and conceptual design 
of African River.

• A record 964,091 guests visited the Zoo.

2017
• Funding approved and projects completed for 

storm drain extension and lines for Wilderness Falls.
• Funding approved for schematic design 

African River, design of Orangutan improvements, 
Ambassador Animal building and construction 
of Wilderness Falls.

2018
• Approved $889,000 for Zooplex design.
• Approved $267,000 for Asian Exhibits conceptual 

and schematic design.

2019
• Completed Warthog exhibit construction.
• Completed South Corridor Infrastructure Project 

construction of new utilities including fiber optic, 
electric, water, storm water and sewer lines.

• Zoorasic Park came roaring in with 21 lifelike and 
life-size dinosaurs that moved and made sounds.

2020
• Start construction for Zooplex.
• Start build for Ambassador Complex.
• Construction begins for Kingdoms of Asia.

2021
• Grand Opening for Ambassador Complex.
• Continued construction on Zooplex.
• Continued construction on Kingdoms of Asia.
• First ever Zoo Brew!
• Conservation efforts produced 19 successful 

hatchings of Blunt Nose Lizards with long term 
goal to release them to the Panoche Plateau.

2022
• 82% of voters approved Measure Z 

for another 15 years.
• The Zoo signed an MOU with Fresno State 

to encourage cooperative relationships
for internships.

• The Zoo signed an MOU with the Fresno Housing 
Authority to encourage cooperative 
relationships for paid internships.

• Continued construction on Zooplex, the new 
Animal Nutrition and staff support center. 

• Continued construction on Kingdoms of Asia.

2023
• Broke ground for the Conservation Action Center 

for the new home to our Blunt Nosed Leopard 
Lizard program. 

• Zooplex building completed.
• Kingdoms of Asia completed and opened.
• Kingdoms of Asia Phase 2 under construction in 

the former Asian Rhino exhibit which will house 
Tapir, Muntjac and Babirusa! Stay tuned! 

NOTABLE BIRTHS
FOR 2024-2025!

 GRAND OPENING OF OUR REVAMPED VALLEY FARM!
 Valley Farm ribbon cutting celebrated the refresh of our Valley 

Farm space where guests can learn about local agriculture 
and get hands-on experience with barnyard animals.

 HOURS OF OPERATION 
9:00 A.M - 12:00 PM (Mon - Thurs), 9:00 - 4:00 PM (Fri - Sun) 

 THE ORANGUTAN SSP CONFERENCE
 The Orangutan SSP Conference is an annual meeting where 

AZA Zoos with orangutans meet to discuss the breeding needs 
of the population and share their findings on best practices to 
ensure the highest quality of care. Each year this conference 
is hosted by a different AZA Member, and Fresno Chaffee Zoo 
was honored to host this year's conference. 

 DAY OF SERVICE W/ GOLDEN CHARTER AND UNIVERSITY HIGH
 The Day of Service with University High is an annual volunteer 

event that gives students the opportunity to plant, mulch, and 
weed areas of the Zoo. In addition, students are introduced to 
natural sciences, including local plants, trees, and composting. 
In previous years, University High students were paired with 
younger grades from Golden Charter Academy, but this year 
GCA was unable to participate, so the event proceeded 
independently. 

 The Day of Service takes place early in the school year, 
typically during the last week of August, and is part of the 
sophomore students' community service project for Fresno. 
This event is offered at no cost to students. Since the 
partnership began last year, several University High students 
have become VolunTeens, and the lead teacher brought 
her class to volunteer during the last week of May. 

 These students gained hands-on experience with typical 
VolunTeen activities and worked in the Park interacting with 
visitors, providing another valuable volunteer opportunity 
as part of their school's service program.

Celebrated 
World Lion 
Day!

Welcome to our newest
‘Lil “Peas-n-Carrots”!

Welcome to our newest
‘lil “Peas-n-Carrots”!

WARTHOG
“Ua”

BORN:

April 2024

PREHENSILE-TAILED
PORCUPINE
 “Empanada”

BORN:

Late June 2025

And...we are still enjoying our baby elephants!And...we are still enjoying our baby elephants!
“Thando &  Davu”

MEERCAT PUPS
 “Djambi & Kiazi”

BORN:

September 2024

MEERCAT PUPS
 “Chachu & Tamu”

BORN:

March 2025

Turn the page
to read more!

�ank you to all the Zoo’s
many volunteers!

Zoo Authority Highlights: This season and in the past!
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ACTION PACKED Highlights IN 2024-2025
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Exhibit A
Fresno County Zoo Authority 
Cash Balance 

Exhibit B
Cash Disbursement 
by Category to Fresno’s Chaffee
Zoo Corporation during Fiscal Year 2022-23

Exhibit C
Cash Disbursements by Fund to Fresno’s Chaffee
Zoo Corporation during Fiscal Year 2022-23

Exhibit D
Fresno County Zoo Authority Measure Z
Sales Tax Proceeds Budget (Cash Basis)
for Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2023

Exhibit E
Fresno County Zoo Authority Measure Z
Sales Tax Proceeds (Cash Basis) by 
Fiscal Year From Inception to June 30, 2023

Our “Save the Blunt-Nosed 
Leopard Lizard” Conservation
Campaign is still going strong 

in 2024-2025!

Other Great Events 2024-25
KINGDOMS OF ASIA COMPLETION (JULY 2024)
The final phase of the Kingdoms of Asia exhibit was 
completed, introducing Malayan tapirs, Babirusa, 
and muntjac to a repurposed, modern habitat.

EXOTIC ANIMAL RESCUES (JULY 2024)
Zoo staff assisted in the confiscation and rescue of over 
40 exotic animals in 2024, helping them from the illegal 
pet trade.

ROAR & POUR
An exclusive 21+ event featuring brewery tastings, food trucks, 
and live entertainment.

RAINBOW FAMILY DAY
A celebration of the LGBTQIA+ community and families.

COOL ZOO DAYS
Enrichment days featuring icy treats and engaging 
activities for the animals.

KIDS DAY
We partner with Fresno County Office of Education to bring 
hundreds of students with a variety of needs to the Zoo to 
enjoy the day with special resources available for them 
and their families.

SENSORY SAFARI KIDS DAY
A rebranded conservation-focused event for Fresno County 
Superintendent of Schools Special Education programs. 
The event features entertainment, educational activities, 
resource booths, and dedicated quiet areas. It expects 
2,000 students and 800 para aids, with sack lunches 
provided to students. The zoo remains open to the 
public during the event.



UNAUDITED EXHIBITS  

From the Treasurer EXHIBIT A, B & C

EXHIBIT C: Fiscal Year Disbursements by Fund to Fresno Chaffee Zoo Corporation

Total Recap 
2006-2025 Operations: $91,848,312  + Capital Projects: $153,042,235  = $244,890,547

AS OF JUNE 30, 2025

EXHIBIT A: Measure Z Cash Balance

Cash Available For Administration (2%)
Fresno County Zoo Authority   $3,678,863

Cash For Zoological Activities (98%)
 Operations 6,160,595
 Capital Projects 46,062,911

Total Cash Available for Zoological Activities  52,223,506

TOTAL CASH BALANCE as of June 30, 2025  $55,903,369

For Operations
Salaries & Benefits  5,976,640
Animal Feed & Supplies  592,320
Maintenance & Utilities  1,137,575
Bank Charges  200

TOTAL OPERATIONS Disbursed to FCZC During Fiscal Year 2024-25  $7,706,735

For Capital Projects
 Project
 Capital Improvements  2,499,336

 Total Capital Projects Disbursed to FCZC During Fiscal Year 2024-25 2,499,336

TOTAL FCZC DISBURSEMENTS  $10,206,071

EXHIBIT B: Cash Disbursements by Category to Fresno’s Chaffee Zoo Corporation
  DURING FISCAL YEAR 2025

FROM INCEPTION TO JUNE 30, 2018 (FIRST 10 YEARS)

FY 2006-16 
Operations 35,977,941
Capital Projects 70,165,081
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $106,143,022

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 
FY 2025
Operations 7,706,735
Capital Projects 2,499,336
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $10,206,071

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 
FY 2017-2024
Operations 48,163,636
Capital Projects 80,377,818
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS $128,541,454

NOTE: No disbursements were made prior to FY-2006

Lovin’ all the special bonds found at the Zoo!
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*NOTE: Fiscal year 2004-2005 was the first year of the Measure Z tax resulting in partial year proceeds.

ACTUAL BUDGET
FOR 2024-25

ACTUAL
$21,563,214

TOTAL BUDGET
FOR 2024-25

BUDGET
$21,661,243

START

EXHIBIT E: Fresno County Zoo Authority Measure Z Sales Tax Proceeds (Cash Basis)  
By Fiscal Year From Inception to June 30, 2025

Total Measure Z Proceeds (Cash Basis) from Inception to 6/30/25: $287,098,655

BUDGET
$1,906,540

BUDGET
$2,025,305

NOVEMBER 2024

MAY 2025

ACTUAL
$2,038,199

ACTUAL
$2,055,676

BUDGET
$2,005,473

BUDGET
$1,616,738

JULY 2024

JANUARY 2025

ACTUAL
$1,905,679

ACTUAL
$1,560,536

BUDGET
$1,904,037

BUDGET
$2,093,400

AUGUST 2024

FEBRUARY 2025

ACTUAL
$1,817,945

ACTUAL
$2,326,642

BUDGET
$1,713,352

BUDGET
$1,670,631

SEPTEMBER 2024

MARCH 2025

ACTUAL
$1,725,891

ACTUAL
$1,572,217

BUDGET
$1,837,608

BUDGET
$1,527,504

OCTOBER 2024

APRIL 2025

ACTUAL
$1,603,753

ACTUAL
$1,422,494

BUDGET
$1,662,046

BUDGET
$1,698,609

DECEMBER 2024

JUNE 2025

ACTUAL
$1,777,368

ACTUAL
$1,756,814

EXHIBIT D: Fresno County Zoo Authority Measure Z Sales Tax Proceeds Budget (Cash Basis)
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2025      

ACTUAL BELOW BUDGET

$98,029

FY-2025 TOTALBUDGET ACTUAL

$21,563,214

2024-25

EXHIBIT D & E

2016-17

$13,347,631

2017-18

$14,316,990

2018-19

$15,111,821

2019-20

$14,927,894

2020-21

$18,167,115

$11,151,878

2007-08

UNAUDITED EXHIBITS  

From the Treasurer
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2005-06

$10,962,752

ANNUAL REPORT
2006

2006-07

$11,664,371

ANNUAL REPORT
2007

2008-09

$10,360,884

2009-10

$9,315,775

2010-11

$9,811,839

2011-12

$11,071,469

2012-13

$12,141,715

2014-15

$12,669,732

2004-05

$701,853

ANNUAL REPORT
2005

2021-22

$21,113,829

2022-23

$21,487,870

2023-24

$21,402,602

Taking care of your chicken’s really counts!Taking care of your chicken’s really counts!

2015-16

$13,593,295

Honoring Black History Month

2013-14

$12,214,126



INTRODUCTION TO AUDITED FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Audited Financial Statements

EXHIBIT D: Fresno County Zoo Authority Measure Z Sales Tax Proceeds Budget (Cash Basis)
For the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2025      

The Zoo Authority's financial statements for fiscal year ended June 30, 2025 were audited 
by CLA, LLP, Certified Public Accountants, which is an independent accounting firm. 
The audit was conducted in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in 
the United States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained 
in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. 
These audited financial statements, as well as the independent auditor's report are presented 
in Appendix A. The notes to the financial statements should be read in conjunction with the 
statements as they are an integral part of the statements and provide disclosures required 
by generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP).

Financial highlights can be found on page 3 of the financial statements. Additional information, 
which is an integral part of the financial statements, can be found on pages 13-19.

Financial information for administration by the Zoo Authority is presented in pages 7-10. 
Financial  information in relation to the operations and capital projects trust funds 
(funds for zoological purposes) is presented in pages 11-12.

As further discussed on page 16 of the financial statements, the Authority adopted an operating  
budget for fiscal year ended June 30, 2025. The variation between estimated and actual 
revenue and expenditures is presented in the Budgetary Comparison Schedule on page 20.

DISBURSEMENTS TO FRESNO’S CHAFFEE ZOO CORPORATION

During fiscal year 2025, a total of $10,206,071 was disbursed to the Fresno's Chaffee Zoo 
Corporation; $7,706,735 for operations and $2,499,336 for capital projects.

The Statement of Fiduciary Net Position on page 11 presents cash balances available for 
operations and capital projects to be used for Zoological purposes as of June 30, 2025. 
This statement also presents funds held in trust for operations and capital projects based
on the accrual basis of accounting.

Celebrating signature events!Celebrating signature events!
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ZooBoo featured synchronized drones set to music!ZooBoo featured synchronized drones set to music!

Ice Cream ZoofariChinese New Year IlluminatureDay of the Dead



APPENDIX A

Financial Statements with Independent Auditor’s Report
Zoo Events in the Spotlight

The Butter�ies & Big Bugs experience at Fresno Cha�ee Zoo returned for it’s annual run from the spring
through the fall of 2025. This seasonal, walk-through experience is interactive and immersive 

by combining a live garden �lled with butter�ies and larger than life animatronic insects!

But don’t get bugged out as the Butterfly Garden is a tranquil space
 where Zoo visitors can walk quietly amongst hundreds of butter�ies and other tiny critters peacefully! 

Through this immersive experience, Fresno Cha�ee Zoo highlights a bugs life cycle 
and the vital role that butter�ies, beetles, ants and �ies play in our community.

And as always, we gently remind our butter�y and bug enthusiasts not to touch or pick up these 
little beauties so they can continue their important work  of pollination in our ecosystem.

Return of Butterflies and BIG Bugs!

Other milestones during 2024-25:Other milestones during 2024-25:
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Exotic Animal Rescues
2024
Zoo staff assisted in confiscation and rescue of over 40
exotic animals, helping them from the illegal pet trade.

Baba the Giraffe Hits a Milestone
July 2024
Reticulated giraffe Baba celebrated her 30th year
marking a rare longevity milestone.

Historic Elephant Birth
August 16, 2024
African elephant Nolwazi gave birth to a male calf, 
marking the first elephant calf born in the zoo’s 95-year history.

African Lion Cubs Birth
November 5, 2024
Lioness Zamaya gave birth to 2 cubs, Asali and Taraj, 
who made their public debut in March 2025,
marking a rare longevity milestone.





































































ADDRESS: 2281 Tulare Street, Room 304, Fresno, CA 93721
PHONE: 559.600.1710    EMAIL: zooauthority@fresnocountyca.gov
WEB: www.zooauthority.org

The Fresno County Zoo Authority is the public agency responsible for the 
administration of Measure Z, the unique transactions and use tax (sales tax) 
collected throughout Fresno County for the support of the Fresno Chaffee Zoo 
in the City of Fresno. The sales tax, at the rate of one tenth of one percent 
(0.1%) is collected by retailers and sent to the State Board of Equalization 
(BOE). The BOE then deducts its administrative fee and forwards the remaining 
revenue (averaging about $11 million per year since 2005) to the Measure Z 
Fund held in the Fresno County Treasury.

We appreciate the Community’s generous support 
of our beloved Fresno Chaffee Zoo! 

C’mon down to the Valley Farm!C’mon down to the Valley Farm!
Made possible by


