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BEFORE THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
OF THE COUNTY OF FRESNO 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 

WHEREAS, Agricultural Land Conservation Contract (ALCC) No. 8116 was entered 

into between Robert J. Couto and Cynthia D. Couto and the County of Fresno, recorded 

January 7, 2003, as Document Number 2003-0005109 in the Official Records of Fresno 

County, California, and succeeded to by Robert J. Couto and Cynthia D. Couto, Trustees of 

the Couto Family Trust 2007, more commonly referred to as ALCC No. 8116; and 

WHEREAS, ALCC No. 8119 was entered into between Mary Jean Couto, Trustee and 

the County of Fresno, recorded January 7, 2003, as Document Number 2003-0005109 in the 

Official Records of Fresno County, California, and succeeded to by Robert J. Couto and 

Cynthia D. Couto, Trustees of the Couto Family Trust 2007, more commonly referred to as 

ALCC No. 8119; and 

WHEREAS, Robert J. Couto and Cynthia D. Couto, Trustees of the Couto Family 

Trust 2007., (the “Applicants”), has submitted a petition to the Board of Supervisors 

(“Board”) to remove a 24.24-acre parcel subject to ALCC No. 8116 and a 24.14-acre parcel 

subject to ALCC No. 8119 to allow the 48.38-acres to be developed into a residential 

subdivision following annexation of the 48.38-acres to the City of Kerman; and 

WHEREAS, the Board considered the partial cancellation petition at a public hearing 

held on February 25, 2025, and at the conclusion of the public hearing approved the 

RESOLUTION APPROVING 
CANCELLATION OF AGRICULTURAL 
LAND CONSERVATION CONTRACT NOS. 
8116 AND 8119 (RLCC NOS. 1055 AND 
1056) 

IN THE MATTER OF 
AGRICULTURAL LAND 
CONSERVATION CONTRACT 
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cancellation petition based on its ability to make all the five required Findings listed under 

Section 51282(b) of the Government Code as follows: 

1. That the cancellation is for land on which a Notice of Nonrenewal has

been recorded pursuant to Section 51245 of the Government Code; and 

2. That the cancellation is not likely to result in the removal of adjacent

lands from agricultural use; and 

3. That the cancellation is for an alternative use that is consistent with the

policies of the County General Plan; and 

4. That the cancellation will not result in discontiguous patterns of urban

development; and 

5. That there is no proximate non-contracted land that is both available

and suitable for the use to which it is proposed that the contracted land be put, or that 

development of the contracted land would provide more contiguous patterns of urban 

development than development of proximate non-contracted land; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Section 51283(a) of the Government Code, the 

County Assessor has determined and certified to this Board the cancellation valuation for 

determination of the Cancellation Fee; and 

WHEREAS, this Board has certified the Cancellation Fee to be in the amount of 

$574,500.00; and 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board hereby finds that all of the 

five Findings listed under Section 51282(b) of the Government Code can be, and are hereby, 

made for this cancellation of ALCC No. 8116 as to the 24.24-acre parcel known as APN 020-

120-29S subject to ALCC No. 8116; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board hereby finds that all of the five Findings 

listed under Section 51282(b) of the Government Code can be, and are hereby, made for this 

cancellation of ALCC No. 8119 as to the 24.14-acre parcel known as APN 020-120-30S 

subject to ALCC No. 8119; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the partial cancellation of this Contract be and is 

hereby approved for the 24.24 acres of ALCC No. 8116 and the 24.12 acres of ALCC 8119 

as described on the attached legal descriptions (Exhibit “A” and Exhibit “B”), subject to the 

following condition: 

The Applicants shall pay the Cancellation Fee in the amount of $574,500.00 as 

determined by the County Assessor and certified by the Board of Supervisors for issuance of 

a Certificate of Cancellation by the Board. The Cancellation Fee shall be paid, and a 

Certificate of Cancellation issued prior to approval of the Tract Map Application No. 6473 by 

the City of Kerman to subdivide the subject parcel into a residential subdivision. If the 

Cancellation Fee is not paid within one year of issuance of the Certificate of Tentative 

Cancellation, the Cancellation Fee must be re-computed by the Assessor’s Office and re-

certified by the Board of Supervisors. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chair of the Board is authorized to execute a 

Certificate of Tentative Cancellation, and upon satisfaction of the Condition of Approval 

stated in the Certificate of Tentative Cancellation, to execute a Certificate of Cancellation for 

the 24.24-acre parcel subject to ALCC No. 8116 and the 24.12-acre parcel subject to ALCC 

No. 8119 
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THE FOREGOING, was PASSED and ADOPTED by the following vote of the Board 

of Supervisors of the County of Fresno this 25th day of February, 2025, to-wit: 

AYES: 

NOES: 

ABSENT: 

ABSTAINED: 

Ernest Buddy Mendes, Chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors of the County of Fresno 

ATTEST: 
Bernice E. Seidel 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 
County of Fresno, State of California 

BY 
Deputy 
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